WHERE  THE  ACTION  IS . . . 


Tartan  10  —  A  Great  One-Design 

for  exhilirating  sailing! 


Moore  24  Racing  Fleet 


Bay  Areas 
One  Design  Dealer 


Clipper  Yacht  Harbor  Sausalito  (415)332-4622 
Homewood  Marina  Lake  Tahoe  (916)525-6538 


OaKland,  California 


EXQUISITE  CUSTOM  SAILS 


Richards  and  van  Heeckeren 

SA!LN\AKER$  at  123  SECOND  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607  (4/5)444-4321 


She  was  first  introduced  to  us  shortly  after  the  threesome  had 
joined  together  and  “Harry"  needed  her  wardrobe  adjusted.  She 
had  a  bad  case  of  the  slows,  and  was  fearful  of  becoming  a 
wallflower.  We  did  some  tailoring  where  appropriate  and  advised 
where  some  improvements  in  shape  might  make  her  blossom. 


And  blossom  she  did.  Dressed  in  new  threads,  she  soon 
became  a  sought  after  model;  her  photographs  appeared  on 
covers,  centerfolds  and  t-shirts. 


Dick  left  his  job  so  he  could  spend  more  time  with  “Harry,"  and 
make  her  a  one  man  woman,  much  to  the  bank’s  delight.  Dick 
has  also  been  hounding  us,  incessantly,  to  show  off  his  playmate 
in  one  of  our  hero  stories.  After  inumerable  put-offs,  we  have 
finally  succumbed  and  it  makes  sense.  > 


Besides  being  one  of  the  most  photographed  boats  around, 
"Harry"  is  also  hot  on  the  racing  circuit.  Since  she  arrrived  on  the 
scene  five  years  ago,  she  has  yet  to  miss  a  YRA  race  and  for  the 
past  3  years,  she  sailed  the  MORA  circuit  as  well,  without  a  single 
absence.  (She  doesn’t  have  a  mother  who  will  sign  excuse  slips 
and  father  Dick  won't  tolerate  that  kind  of  thing.) 

■  '  '  -  I 

Mere  attendance  doesn’t  make  a  boat  a  winner.  "Harry"  is  a 
winner  because  Dick  set  out  to  have  the  most  popular  boat 
around  and  to  have  a  good  time. 


Nice  going. 


f/W 

Signet  Instruments 

Stocking  Dealers  for:  Headfoil  2 
^  Powered  by  Pineapples  and  Atlantis  Foul  Weather  Gear 


WE  DON’T  JUST  MAKE  SAILS  FOR  ANY  THOM,  DICK  OR 
“HARRY”! 

t 

The  whole  thing  started  back  in  1974  when  someone  convinc¬ 
ed  Thom  Bookwalter  and  Dick  Aronoff  that  they  should  give  the 
bank  their  money,  and  take  “Harry,"  a  brand  spanking  new 
Newport  30’  with  a  wardrobe  of  sails  from  “Brand  X." 


Almost  incidental  to  this  fact  is  that  just  during  the  past  year, 
for  example,  “Harry"  has  won  the  SPRING  ONE  DESIGN  INVITA¬ 
TIONAL,  the  OCEAN  VALLEJO  RACE,  and  has  the  MORA 
season  all  but  locked  up  with  two  races  yet  to  go. 


★  “Harry,”  showing  her  form 
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AMF 


2100 


?2O0fe>. 


Hood 

with  you  in  mind.  It’s  dry^  comfortable, 
stable  and  surprisingly  fast.  See  the 

AMF  2100  at 
Kermit  Parker  Yachts 
TAKE  A 
ST  SAIL 
TOD  A  V. 


-  1 
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LITTLE  MAID  OF  KENT  —  designed  by  Atkin  for 
short  handed  cruising  and  she  is  certainly  not  one  of 
the  many  look  alike  production  boats  that  abound 
in  our  marinas  today.  Comfortable  accomodations 
for  4  with  a  delightful  varnished  and  painted  in¬ 
terior,  12v  and  1  lOv  electrical  systems,  new  cushions 
and  a  fantastic  wood  burning  stove.  She  is  diesel 
powered,  boasts  a  traditional  wheel  steerer, 
kerosene  and  electrical  lights,  5  sails  and  is  one  of- 
the  more  delightful  schooners  available  today.  Ask¬ 
ing  well  under  replacement  at  $36,500. 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE  BOATS 

50’  Alden  Malabar  Ketch . $70,000 

47’  Steel  Yawl,  very  clean . 82,500 

41’  S&S  Yawl,  a  true  classic . 69,500 

41’  Garden  Ketch  (FG) . . 69,500 

41’  Alden  Motorsailer . 68,000 

40’  S&S  Sloop,  a  great  cruiser . 55,000 

37’  Gulfstar,  1977 . 68,000 

35'  Cheoy  Lee  Lion,  clean . 38,000 

32’  Danish  Pilot  Cutter . 26,000 

32’  Westsail  (3)  from . 37,000 

32’  Islander,  clean . 27,500 

32’  Aries,  1977 . ,.35,000 

30’  Santana,  Division  Champ . 36,500 

30’  S&S  Northstar  1000 . 22,000 

30’  S&S  Motorsailer . 22,500 

30’  Cal  30,  full  keel . 22,500 

28’  Herreshoff  Rozinante,  Cust . .20,000 


OWENS  CUTTER  —  one  of  the  very  popular 
40’ers,  very  traditional,  built  in  1948.  Mahogany 
planking  on  oak  frames  and  copper  fastened.  She 
will  make  that  ideal  live-aboard  or  cruising  yacht  for 
that  couple  looking  to  go  to  far  away  places.  9  bags 
of  sails,  3  burner  propane  stove  w/oven,  and  a  very 
realistic  asking  price  of  $30,000. 


KERMIT  PARKER  YACHT  BROKERAGE 


(415)  456-1860 

San  Rafael  Yacht  Harbor,  557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 


AMF  ALCORT/PACESH1P  26  —  A  rugged,  quali¬ 
ty  S.F.  Bay  boat  that  will  please  both  cruiser  and 
racer.  A  fine  sailing,  completely  equipped  yacht  that 
is  a  great  value  in  pleasure  and  a  great  investment. 
Sailaway  for  $22,750. 


,v:: 


A  LIMITED  PRODUCTION  RACER/CRUISER 
that  was  designed  by  the  great  Wm.  Tripp  and  built 
by  Columbia  Yachts.  She  can  be  a  competitive  racer 
for  Dad,  or  an  all  around  comfortable  cruiser  for 
the  family.  VHF,  Speedo,  8  sails,  stove  w/oven 
makes  her  a  great  dual  purpose  yacht  at  a  very 
reasonable  asking  price  of  $36,500. 


AMF  ALCORT/PACESHIP  23  —  Never  a  better 
chance  to  buy  a  great  value  in  a  quality  trailerable 
sailboat.  Inventory  clearance  and  we  must  sell! 
Complete  with  AMF’s  Lifetime  Warranty  and 
Available  Immediately.  Complete  sailaway  for 
$11,750. 


The  best  reason  for  a  long  weekend 


liiilii 


Richards  and  van  Heeckeren 

SAILMAKERS  AT  123  SECOND  STREET;  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607  (415)444*4321 


To  celebrate  the  commissioning  of  the  new  facilities  for  our 
sail  loft,  we  are  pleased  to  invite  you  to  attend  our  inaugural  con¬ 
cert.  We  will  have  a  classical  guitar  concert,  here  at  the  loft,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  19,  1979,  refreshments  at  7:00  PM,  concert  at  7:30  PM.  It  is  a 
privilege  to  request  your  presence  for  this  event. 

Robert  Brandon  is  a  true  artist.  He  studied  the  guitar  under 
Manual  Lopez  Ramos,  the  Maestro  from  Argentina  who  now  resides 
in  Mexico  City.  Brandon  is  now  in  the  early  stages  of  his  concert 
career. 

Hearing  Brandon's  music  confirms  the  Maestro's  expectation  of 
the  artistry  Brandon  projects.  The  emotions  which  flow  through  his 
music  leave  one  both  spellbound  and  tranquil;  the  result  of  his  elo¬ 
quent  and  rich  presentation.  Music  must  flow  through  the  heart, 
and  Brandon  presents  his  interpretations  that  way. 

The  only  possible  justification  for  running  an  ad  such  as  this  one. 
is  that  as  a  diversion  from  his  studies,  Brandon  built  a  small  racing 
dinghy.  She  is  appropriately  named  'Fugue  in  Sea,'  and  equally  ap¬ 
propriately  'Powered  by  Pineapples.'  She  was  built  with  the  same 
perfection  for  which  Brandon  strives  in  his  music. 

Music  is  at  its  best  when  it  is  live,  and  the  guitar,  more  than 
almost  any  other  instrument,  must  be  heard  in  concert  to  perceive 
its  fine  nuances  and  colors. 

We  look  forward  to  your  company  at  the  concert. 

Remember,  Friday,  October  19,  1979  .  .  .and  be 

sure  to  idenfity  your  shoes  because  many  will  look  alike. 


MOV 


SEE  US  AT  BOAT  SHOW  ‘80! 

Oakland  Coliseum,  October  3-7 

TOPPER,  a  superb  design  achievement,  is  meant  to  be  sailed 
hard  and  often  by  children  and  adults . . .  novice  and  expert.  She 
features  a  remarkably  simple  rig  with  the  sophistications  of 
quick  roller  reefing,  vang,  halyard,  out  and  down  hauls,  sheet 
traveler,  4-position  daggerboard  and  a  unique  6-position 
tilt-up  rudder.  1 

This  deceptively  simple  design  by  Ian  Proctor  has  the  sophisti¬ 
cation  of  full  positive  floatation,  a  self-bailing  cockpit  large 
enough  for  two  adults,  and  the  ability  to  be  brought  up  from  a 
capsize  by  a  child.  TOPPER  is  as  safe  and  as  simple  to  operate 
as  modem  design  and  technology  can  produce. 

TOPPER  is  made  in  the  world's  most  sophisticated  injection 
molding  machine.  She  is  constructed  of  Propathene",  a  low- 
maintenance,  high-strength  material  that  has  an  impact  resis¬ 
tance  far  greater  than  that  of  wood  or  fiberglass.  This  totally 
unique  production  technique  produces  a  lightweight,  attractive 
boat  that  can  be  easily  carried  on  top  of  a  car . . .  hence  her  name, 
TOPPER. 

J.  V.  DUNHILL  MARINE  SPORTS  INC. 

720  Sterling  Dr.,  Martinez,  CA  94553/(415)  228-4348 


LOCAL 

DEALERS: 

SANTA  CRUZ 

Santa  Cruz  Marine 

WALNUT  CREEK 
Boat  Warehouse 

RANCHO  CORDOVA 
Foredeck 

REDDING 

Sequoia  Stereo 

VALLEJO 

Tradewind  Sailboats 

UKIAH 

Olson  Sports 

NAPA 

Maury’s  Yacht  Sales 

SAN  JOSE 

Clara  Clipper  Sailes 

SO.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
Oyster  Point  Marine 

ALAMEDA 

John  Beery  Yachts 

STOCKTON 

J.A.  Yacht  Sales 

HEALDSBURG 

Empire  Sailing 
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PETERSON 
ISLANDER  40 

J-  —  — - *1  \ 


The  new,  luxurious  Peterson  Islander  40  will 
be  at  our  docks  ready  to  sail  in  October. 


Don  Wilson 

YACHT  SALES 

11  EMBARCADERO  WEST  PORTOBELLO 
OAKLAND  444-8717 


boot  uuareftouse 

WALNUT 
CREEK 

dealers  for: 

CATALINA,  NEPTUNE 
CAPRI,  LASER,  BANSHEE,  TOPPER 
ALPHA  ONE  is  HERE! 

SEE  THEM  AT  BOAT  SHOW  ‘80 

l  •  •  / 

CHANDLERY:  Atlantis,  Harken,  Nicro-Fico, 
Schaeffer,  life  vests,  boat  dollies,  Z-Spar 
paints,  Aigle  dinghy  boots  (limited  sizes 
in  stock)  and  other  quality  gear. 

-  Brokerage  -  Custom  Rigging  -  Trailers  - 

Good  supply  of  excellent  USED  BOA  TS 

*  MOST  ANYTHING  TO  DO  WITH  SAILING  * 

1531  Third  Avenue  935-6844 


OB  38 


LOA  38' 


DRAFT 

P  43-5' 

I 

e  13-r 

MAIN  a _ 

FORE  A  392.0  ft2  (100%) 
TOTAL 

SAIL  AREA  674.7S  IP 


Designed  by  Chuck  Burns,  N.A. 

Built  by  C&B  Marine,  Santa  Cruz,  Ca. 


The  C&B  38  is  a  limited  series  cold  molded  wood  cruising  boat  along  the  same  lines  as  Topaz, 
our  very  successful  36  footer.  . 

Two  feet  longer,  a  little  leaner,  a  fast  cruiser  capable  of  beating  off  a  lee  shore  when  the 
weather  turns  nasty,  the  C&B  38  is  a  true  luxury  yachL 

Straightforward  lines  with  just  enough  tumblehome  give  the  boat  an  aesthetic  grace  and 
form  stability  to  complement  her  high  ballast  ratio  and  allow  full  use  of  all  her  sail  power. 

The  hull  is  cold  molded  in  a  unique  manner  to  provide  a  very  high  stiffness/weight  ratio, 
thermal  and  sound  insulation  and  several  buoyancy  compartments  to  provide  positive 
buoyancy  if  flooded. 

Glass/epoxy  hull  surface  and  linear  polyurethane  (LPU)  give  the  C&B  38  an  easily 
maintained,  durable  and  beautiful  finish. 

Efficiency  and  easy  of  handling  for  two  people  were  of  prime  consideration  with  halyards 
led  to  the  companionway  area  and  a  house-top  traveler.  An  anchor  locker  recessed  into  the 
foredeck  and  anchor  roller  simplify  setting  the  hook.  Teak  decks  are  standard  on  this  fine 
yacht 

Below,  deck  features  include  an  aft  enclosed  head,  double  quarter  berth,  chart  table, 
centerline  sinks  and  secure  galley  location— all  aimed  at  safety,  security  and  comfort  for  the 
cruising  couple. 

Forward  are  port  and  starboard  settee  berths  and  a  drop  leaf  table.  Forepeak  interior 
arrangement  is  optional;  double  berths  to  port  V-berths  or  sail  bins  with  pipe  berths  over. 

A  Pathfinder  diesel  engine  (VW  Rabbit),  pressure  hot  and  cold  water  system,  and  optional 
refrigeration  system  further  reflect  the  quality  and  convenience  designed  into  this  yacht 

C&B  Marine  custom  builds  the  C&B  38.  C&B  44,  Farr  38. 44  and  55.  Wylie  36,  or  your 
custom  design,  including  sport  and  commercial  fishing  boats,  using  modern  cold  mold 
wood  techniques. 

C&B 

MARINE 

CUSTOM  BCATBUILDERS  1053  SEVENTEENTH  AVENUE.  SANTA  CRUZ.  CA.  95062  (406)476-7494 
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'the  northern  California  soiling  sheet' 


SEE  US  AT 
BOAT  SHOW 


‘80! 


Great  Specials  At  Our 
Booth  in  the 
Oakland  Coliseum 
October  3rd  thru  7th 


CLOSEOUTS! 

ToP-jjstpm 


SPERRY 


Yacht  Shoes 
$10.00  to  $21.00 


HOODED  WARMUP 
JACKETS  —  solid 
body  color.  Rugby 
stripe  sleeves, 
deep  Kangaroo 
pockets. 
Navy/Yellow  stripes 
Navy/Red  stripes 
REG:  $22.95 
BOAT  SHOW 
SPECIAL  —  $14.00 


SPERRY  TOPSIDER 
WIND  BREAKERS 


REG:  $34.95 
CLOSEOUT:  $22.00 
Navy  &  White  Only. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

496  JEFFERSON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
76  JACK  LONDON  SQUARE.  OAKLAND 
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SERENDIPITY  43 

A  SEMI  CUSTOM  RACING  YACHT  DESIGNED  BY  DOUGLAS  PETERSON 


Hong  Kong  trials  and  the  new  Italian  Yena  won  probably  the 
most  competitive  Admirals  Cup  trials  held  this  year.  Love 
Machine  recently  won  her  Class  in  Block  Island  Race  Week  and 
was  named  Outstanding  Boat. 

The  43  will  be  competitive  for  seasons  to  come.  The  hull 
shape  is  designed  for  speed  and  avoids  distortions  the  I.O. R. 
unnecessarily  tends  to  influence.  Her  voluminous  hull  allows 
for  a  comfortable  racing/cruising  interior. 

The  Serendipity  43  is  assembled  to  yacht  standards  by 
Serendipity  Sailboats,  Inc.  in  the  company’s  new  facility 
located  in  Santa  Ana,  California  with  hul!  and  deck  molded  by 
New  Orleans  Marine.  As  an  option  to  the  flush  deck,  full  race 
configuration  pictured,  a  wedge  cabin  version  with  private  aft 
stateroom  and  full  cruising  amenities  is  offered. 

Although  nine  boats  have  already  been  sold  to  buyers  in 
Louisiana,  Ohio,  Michigan  and  California,  a  few  line  positions 
are  still  available  for  early  1980  delivery.  Serendipity  43  —  a 
proven  performer. 


Serendipity:  The  Winning  System 

fefendipih|1fcieMs 

Pier  9/The  Embarcadero,  San  Francisco  94111  (415)  986-8108 


The  Serendipity  43  was  designed  as  a  full  race  I.O.R.  racing 
boat  for  S.O.R.C.  and  Admirals  Cup  competition.  The  basis  of 
the  43  concept  is  a  development  of  Dpug’s  recent  successful 
designs  originating  with  last  years  Italian  sisterships  Yena  and 
Dida  which  won  the  Sardinia  Cup  for  Italy  against  a  wide  varie¬ 
ty  of  competition. 

The  main  concern  has  been  to  develop  a  boat  with  the  up¬ 
wind  performance  and  pointing  ability  of  Doug’s  older  boats, 
yet  allow  the  boat  to  excel  in  reaching  and  running.  The  43 
takes  full  account  of  the  rule  changes  which  came  into  effect 
January  1,  1979.  The  stern  is  wider  than  older  Peterson  boats, 
the  buttocks  are  fair  and  powerful  effecting  a  long  reaching 
waterline.  Displacement  is  moderate/light  being  optimum  on 
the  sail  area  displacement  curve  yet  being  light  enough  at 
17,800  lbs.  to  allow  good  control  and  surfing  capability  in 
heavy  downwind  conditions. 

There  were  six  boats  of  this  design  selected  for  the  1979  Ad¬ 
mirals  Cup  in  England.  Mile  High,  now  La  Pantera  won  the 


HAYNES 

SAILS 


WE  MAKE  CUSTOM  RACING 


AND  CRUISING  SAILS 


TO  FIT  YOUR  NEEDS 


rWDOpLANO 

70  U  WOODLAND  AVE. 
SAN  RAFAEL,  CA.  94901 


COVERS  OF  ALL  TYPES 


DRIVE  IN  BOAT  COVERS? 


ASK -(415)  459 -2666 


WE  REPAIR  THEM,  TOO 


When  he's  not  oat 
racing  on  the  Bay 


JOHN 

Is  ready  to  help  you 
with  your  rigging  and 
gear 

at 

The  SAILOR'S 


c 


CHANDLERY 


m;  marine  J 


mar  in;  marine 

with  weathermark 


At  CLIPPER  YACHT  HARBOR 
300  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
OPEN  7  DAYS  •  [415)  332-5172 
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BUCCANEER 

A  BOAT  TO  BE  PROUD  OF 


29’3”  including  Spinnaker 
$31,000 


33’  including  Spinnaker 
$40,000 


MORE  THAN  PERFORMANCE  AND  COMFORT 
THE  FINEST  SAILING  VALUE  AFLOAT 


Sailboat  Shop 


2639  Blanding  Ave.,  Alameda,  CA  (415)  521-5900 


25’  with  Inboard 
COMPLETE  $15,745 


22’  with  7.5  h.p.  Outboard 
COMPLETE  $10,916 


looking  for 

calmer  seas  •  lighter  winds  •  and  lower  prices? 


Then  you’ll  love  dewitt  sails  and  mid-winter  sailing  on  San  Francisco  Bay. 


dewitt  sails’  fall  discounts  are  on  now  until  December  15  which  means  you  can  get  that 
sail  you’ve  waited  for  at  prices  that  are  low.  How  about  a  light  air  headsail  or  new  running  chute 
for  this  winter?  Was  there  a  sail  iast  season  you  wished  you  had?  Order  one  now  and  be  ready  for 
next  season. 


Join  the  fun!  Five  Bay  Area  yacht  clubs  sponsor  mid¬ 
winter  races  (details  in  October,  Latitude  38).  Or  plan  a  pleasant 
day  on  the  bay.  It’s  a  delightful  season  to  sail,  and  it’s  close  to 
home  so  you  save  gas  money! 

0 

Don’t  forget,  we’re  open  Saturdays  8-2  (limited  service). 

DROP  BY  OR  CALL  234-4334  or  234-8192 


1230  BRICKYARD  COVE  ROAp  PT.  RICHMOND,  CA  94801 


dewitt  sails 


A  FT 
CA&N 


'J+X7  t 

mAuc. 


AVVA/ 
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INTERIOR  PLAN  B 


Endeavour *  37 


/I  STATEMENT  OF  EXCELLENCE 
In  Performance  Cruising 


15  EMBARCADERO  COVE 
PHONE:  (415)  261-SAIL 


OAKLAND,  CA  94606 
TELEX  337-614 


•CHJEJ^AK 


INTERIOR  PLAN  A 
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LETTERS 


Latitude  38, 

Several  months  ago  in  Huahine  with  Bob  Wohleb  and  Jim 
Gannon  on  Espial,  after  several  large  Hinano  beers,  Bob  and 
1  started  bitching  about  our  Simpson-Lawrence  555 
windlass’s  and  they  suggested  I  write  Latitude  38  about  our 
experiences.  Well,  being  in  a  cruising  mode,  I  promptly  had 
several  more  Hinanos  and  forgot  about  it. 

Several  days  ago  with  Bob  Jensen  on  Simoon,  again  over 
large  Hinanos  at  the  Bora  Bora  Yacht  Club,  the  subject  of  SL 
555  s  again  came  up  and  I’ve  finally  worked  up  enough 
energy  to  write  the  letter.  I  can  add  to  the  list  of  boat  Zoom,  a 
tri  from  Alviso,  and  Flying  Eagle  from  Ballen  a  Bay  who  also 
have  SL  555’s  and  have  been  cruising  in  French  Polynesia. 
All  agree  without  reservation  that  the  windlass  is  a  piece  of 
shit. 

Several  of  us,  after  finding  the  2-speed  wonder  down  to 
zero-speeds,  removed  the  bottom  plate  and  replaced  the 
lump  of  grease  inside  with  bearing  oil,  thinking  that  improved 
lubrication  would  be  the  answer.  In  all  cases,  this  improved 
lubrication  is  now  all  over  our  foredecks  —  a  pretty  good  in¬ 
dication  of  how  watertight  the  windlass  really  is.  Steve  on 
Zoom,  in  addition  to  the  lump  of  grease,  found  a  large 
amount  of  sand  which  he  believes  was  never  cleaned  out  after 
the  body  casting  was  removed  from  the  sand  mold.  (He 
swears  he  has  never  used  the  windlass  with  his  bow  buried  in 
the  sand.) 

1  now  have  an  oil-weeping,  one-speed  windlass  which  1 
plan  on  replacing  in  New  Zealand.  The  only  nice  touch  about 
the  SL  555  is  the  3-foot  galvanized  rod  they  provide  along 
with  it,  ostensibly  to  use  as  a  lever,  but  all  us  owners  know,  it 
is  really  a  club  to  beat  the  piss  out  of  the  windlass  when  it 
doesn’t  work  properly. 

Since  the  list  price  is  now  close  to  $700  and  since  many 
chandleries  consider  it  a  “top  of  the  line”  windlass  in  design 
and  quality  of  construction,  I  hope  you  print  this  letter  to 
forewarn  prospective  cruisers  to  look  somewhere  else.  I  have 
listed  the  unsatisfied  cruising  owners  I  have  met  —  I  have  yet 
to  meet  a  satisfied  one. 

Regards 
Charlie  Hawks 

•  Yacht  Petea 

Bora  Bora 

Charlie  —  After  receiving  your  letter  we  did  a  quick,  casual 
survey  of  the  SL  555  at  local  chandleries.  The  response  we 
got  was  that  it  was  a  very,  very  popular  model,  and  that  there 
had  been  few  bad  reports  (one,  had  lost  a  spring  which  was 
easily  replaced  in  Costa  Rica).  But  obviously  there  are  a  some 
of  you  down  there  having  problems  with  it,  so  we  forwarded 
your  letter  to  Tom  Martin  who  is  the  northern  California 
representative  for  Seagull  Marine,  the  company  which 
distributes  Simpson-Lawrence  products.  This  is  what  Tom 
had  to  say: 

The  geared  Mark  II  version  of  the  Sipnpson -Lawrence 


OWNING  A  CS  27 
IS  LIKE  SERVING 
A  FINE  WINE  TO 
YOURSELF  AND 
TO  YOUR  GUESTS. 


CS  Yachts,  built  with  uncompromising  atten¬ 
tion  to  detail,  bear  the  unmistakable  hallmark  of 
craftsmanship.  With  her  quality  components, 
strong  hull,  oversize  fittings,  stout  rigging, 
spacious  accomodations,  full  headroom, 
meticulous  finish  and  refinement  of  design, 
nothing  has  been  left  to  chance.  Pure  Pride  of 
Ownership: 

And  to  sail  her  is  like  tasting  that  wine.  Sheer 
beauty  in  speed  and  performance. 

Her  price?  Only  $29,500. 

Come  to  our  office  and  take  a  sip. 


PACIFIC  YACHT  SALES 

700  N.  Lake  Blvd. 

625  Embarcadero  P-O.  Box  7852 

Oakland,  CA  94606  Tahoe  City,  CA  95730 

(41 5)  465-9600  (91 6)  583-6060 
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HOODGfVESANEWTWIST 
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Hood's  Sail  Sale. 

Buy  any  new  or  used  sail 
from  Hood  between  August 
15th  and  December  1st,  1979, 
and  we’ll  give  you  25%  off  on 
any  other  Hood  sail  you  order 
from  us  before  February  1st, 
1980.  There  are  no  hooks,  no 
snags  and  no  fine  print.  When 
you  pay  for  the  first  sail  we’ll 
give  you  a  coupon  for  25% 
off  on  any  other  Hood  sail. 

Use  Your 
Imagination. 

The  possibilities 
are  endless. 

For  example, 
you  could  buy 
the  storm  jib  you 
always  thought 
you  should  have 
and  use  the  coupon 
to  get  25%  off  the 
price  of  that  big  beauti 
ful  spinnaker  you  alw 
dreamed  about.  It  would  be 
like  saving  money  on  the  spin¬ 
naker  and  getting  the  storm 
jib  free!  Maybe,  you  and  your 
sailing  buddy  could  each  buy 
a  new  sail  and  split  the  25% 
between  yourselves.  The  tim¬ 
ing  is  right  for  Christmas  too. 
Fill  out  your  own  sail  inven¬ 


Hood  Sails  and 
25%  to  Boot. 

How  can  you  lose?  Sails 
for  racing.  Sails  for  cruising. 
The  choices  are  yours.  The 
sails  are  the  best . . .  Hood. 
You’ll  get  the  famous  Hood 
sailcloth.  Our  reputation 
for  quality,  performance 
and  durability.  And 
Hood  lofts,  sail  con- 
\  suit  ants  and  service 
\  facilities  around  the 


world  that  will 
continue  to  serve 
you  long  after 
the  sale  ends. 
You  know 
Hood  can  do 
a  lot  for  your 
sailing.  Let  us 
something 
ce  for  your  wallet. 
Call  a  Hood  loft  today. 


tory  and  give  the  coupon  as  a 
gift.  You’ll  be  the  last  of  the 
big  time  spenders  and  it  won’t 
cost  you  a  dime  extra.  We’ve 
made  it  simple.  There  are  no 
restrictions  and  the  coupons 
are  transferable. 


Hood  Sailmakers,  Inc. 

861  West  18th  St. 

Costa  Mesa,  CA  92627 
Tel:  (714)  548-3464 

SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE 
PAUL  KAPLAN 
(415)  567-3695 
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windlass  was  introduced  five  years  ago.  Charlie’s  comments 
came  as  a  surprise,  because  during  all  this  time  our  dealers  in 
northern  California  have  reported  almost  no  problems,  and 
we  have  had  very  few  requests  for  parts. 

Of  course  I  couldn’t  reach  Charlie,  but  I  did  talk  to  Jim 
Gannon  and  to  Bob  Wohleb.  Bob’s  boat  is  being  delivered 
back  to  the  bay  area,  and  I  asked  him  to  let  us  check  his 
windlass  when  it  gets  here. 

The  owner’s  manual  that  comes  with  each  windlass  con¬ 
tains  really  only  three  maintenance  requirements: 

1 .  It  is  essential  that  the  windlass  be  operated  regualrly  to 
circulate  the  grease  within  the  case. 

2.  The  windlass  should  be  covered  at  sea. 

3.  The  grease  nipple  on  the  main  shaft  should  be  kept 
well-greased  and  checked  regularly. 

Extended  cruising  in  the  South  Pacific  specifically 
represents  the  extreme  conditions  that  the  folks  at  Simpson- 
Lawrence  had  in  mind  when  they  wrote  the  manual. 

When  I  asked  BQb  if  he  followed  the  manual’s  recommen¬ 
dations,  he  said  that  he  had  not.  He  insisted  that  it  was  im¬ 
practical  to  do  any  maintenance  or  operation  of  the  windlass 
at  sea.  He  also  said  that  none  of  the  boats  mentioned  in 
Charlie’s  letter  used  covers.  The  first  time  that  he  operated  his 
windlass,  he  said,  was  when  he  anchored  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands. 

The  windlass  is  packed  with  grease,  and  this  grease  can  be 
replaced  with  SAE  90  or  140  gear  oil.  It  will  not  leak  if  no 
more  than  IV2  pints  are  added,  and  if  the  base  gasket  is 
jointed  with  a  good  compound.  Incidently,  the  555  cases  are 
die-cast,  not  sand  cast,  so  the  sand  in  Zoom’s  windlass  did  not 
come  from  the  factory. 

If  Charlie  and  his  friends  had  contacted  us  or  their  dealer 
when  they  started  having  problems,  we  could  have  air-mailed 
to  them  the  instructions  they  needed,  or  any  parts  that  were 
required.  A  schematic  drawing  and  parts  list  comes  with  each 
unit,  and  the  machine  is  quite  simple  to  field  strip.  Spare  parts 
can  always  be  supplied  from  us  or  from  Simpson-Lawrence  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland.  Beating  the  windlass  with  a  steel  bar,  at 
best,,  can  only  be  momentarily  satisfying.  Equipment  that 
functions  well  because  it  is  cared  for  can  be  as  satisfying  as 
.several  large  Hinanos. 

Regards, 
Tom  Martin 


As  a  final  thought  on  this  general  subject,  Latitude  38  would 
like  to  suggest  that  if  you  have  problems  with  any  of  your 
marine  equipment,  you  should  immediately  contact  either  the 
retailer  who  sold  the  equipment  or  the  manufacturer  who 
made  it.  The  sailing  world  is  a  pretty  small  one,  and  many 
manufacturers  are  fanatical  about  maintaining  their  reputa¬ 
tions.  There  are  others,  of  course,  who  are  not  so  fanatical, 
but  it  is  worth  a  try. 

Of  course  being  way  off  in  the  south  Pacific  complicates  the 


the  NEW 
CARIBE  PERRY 
47’  &  41’ 


by  Robert  Perry 


Caribe  Perry  47  —  also  available  in  41’ 


The  Caribe  Perry  47  and  41  are  beautiful,  fast,  easily  handled 
cruising  yachts  by  Robert  Perry  —  one  of  the  world’s  leading 
modern  yacht  designers.  Superior  performance  without  com¬ 
promise  is  the  main  feature  of  these  close  winded  vessels. 

They  offer  ideal  displacement,  quick  response  to  the  helm, 
directional  stability  provided  by  the  placement  and  shape  of 
the  rudder/skeg  combination  and  relatively  high  hull  speed 
under  power. 

Above  all  the  midship  cockpit,  aft  cabin  layout  of  the  47’  and 
the  tri-cabin  arrangement  of  the  41’  create  a  modern  cruising 
yacht  with  all  the  performance  and  comfort  required  to  insure 
long  lived  popularity  with  discriminating  sailors. 

Call  for  introductory,  complete  sail-away  prices. 

Dealers  for:  Ericson  Yachts  •  S2  Yachts  • 
Pacific  Seacraft  •  Caribe  Perry  47’  &  41’ 


NORTHERN  CALIF.  YACHT  SALES 
2415  Mariner  Sq.  Dr.,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  523-8773 


Page  15 


Mike  Lampe  VadtU 

Northern  California  Dealers  For: 


PETERSON 


FS  FAIRWAYS  MARINE 


O’DAY 


Peterson  44 

Hull  #  218.  Now  commissioned  &  ready  to 
sail.  $106,697  including  3  sails,  Dodger, 
Combi  data  center  instruments,  55  chan¬ 
nel  VHF,  anchor  &  rode,  safety  package  & 
more. 


Fisher  37 
Also  in  Stock 
Fisher  30  &  34 


O’Day  37 
Also  in  stock 
O’Day  30,  28  &  19 


SWIFT  40  —  Sparkman  &  Stephens  design  aft  cabin, 
center  cockpit  ketch.  Lloyd’s  certified  construction, 
superb  ocean  cruising  yacht.  For  $98,500  sailaway 
package  includes  sails  by  Hood,  rig  by  Lefiel,  VHF 
radio,  knotmeter,  depth  sounder,  anchor  &  line,  safety 
package  &  much  more. 


SWIFT  33  —  New  family  cruising  design  from  Swal- 
lowcraft.  Wide,  stable,  roomy,  comfortable  &  stiff 
under  sail.  For  $58,500  sailaway  package  includes, 
Volvo  Renta  25  h.p.  diesel,  all  American  hardware, 
sails,  VHF  radio,  knotmeter,  depth  sounder,  anchor  & 
line,  safety  package  &  much  more. 


30'  ATKINS  GAFF  CUTTER,  1968  —  Super  example  of 
classic  design.  Cedar  planking  on  ironwood  frames.  10 
h.p.  Sabb  diesel.  Depth  sounder,  stereo,  two  sets  of 
sails.  2nd  in  class  in  1979  Master  Mariners  Race.  Main¬ 
tained  in  bristol  condition.  $40,000. 


INDEPENDENCE  31  —  Ericson’s  live-aboard  cruiser. 
Beautifully  traditional  topside,  with  a  modern  fast 
passage  underbody.  Owner  awaiting  delivery  of  his 
Peterson  44.  MUST  SELL!  $45,000.  - 


2390  MARINER  SQUARE  DR.  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501  (415)  523-3707 
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whole  situation,  but  we  hope  it  all  works  out  for  you  Charlie. 
We  do  hope  you’ll  continue  to  correspond  with  Latitude  38. 


Latitude  38, 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  your  concern  for  traffic  safety  in 
your  September  article  “Freighter  Baiters’.  I  have  sailed  as 
ship’s  deck  officer  with  experience  as  Master  on  commercial 
American-flag  ships  since  1964  and  can  speak  with  assurance 
that  safe  conduct  of  all  phases  of  operation  is  paramount, 
now  more  than  ever,  to  the  operating  companies,  ship’s 
crews,  and  government  regulatory  bodies  involved. 

As  advanced  electronic  navigating  and  communication 
equipment,  along  with  the  qualified  personnel  to  operate 
such  become  more  common,  the  threat  of  shipping  to  small 
craft  will  diminish  substantially,  both  on  the  bay  and  offshore. 
Common  sense  and  responsiblity  on  the  part  of  the  small  craft 
operator,  as  your  article  empahsizes,  will  make  the  above 
reality  in  the  near  future. 

A  regular  column  in  Latitude  38  dealing  with  subjects  of 
maritime  and  boating  safety  should  do  wonders  in  an  area 
that  has  had  more  of  its  share  of  problems  in  the  past. 

Chuck  Viebrock 
Novato 

Chuck  —  Thanks  for  the  kind  letter.  We  are  going  to  start  a 
monthly  column  on  matters  of  boating  safety.  The  first  to  do 
with  falling  overboard  —  of  which  we  have  about  3  months 
worth  of  material.  We  do  plan  to  get  along  to  small  boats  and 
freighters  in  the  future  however. 


ASTRO  CAP 


100%  wool  twill  cap  with  gold  em¬ 
broidered  visor  and  gold  on  navy  em¬ 
broidered  nautical  emblem.  Velcro 
Tough  N’  Close  back  adjusts  to  fit  sizes 
6-3/4  to  7-5/8.  Colors:  white  or  navy. 


$10.95 


NAVY  REG.  WATCH 


M 


The  finest  quality  watch  cap  in 
100%  pure  wool. 


$5.95 
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199  SECOND  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  PHONE  986-2090 
FREE  PARKING  AT  S  W  CORNER  AT  2ND  AND  HOWARD 
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JOHNSON  k  JOSEPH 

SAILM  AKERS 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

In  your  article  “Great  Little  Big  Boat  Series”  (September,) 
am  I  to  assume  that 

1. )  There  aren’t  busy  businesswomen, 

2. )  Busy  businesswomen  are  excluded  from  seeing  some 
action  on  Wednesday  at  3:30. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  I’m  a  busy  businesswoman,  and  I 
haven’t  seen  action  on  a  Wednesday  in  a  long  time.  Please 
don’t  exclude  me. 

Dianne  Chute 
San  Francisco 

* ' 

Dianne  —  Here’s  how  we’re  going  to  explain  that  one.  Just 
before  we  wrote  that,  we  were  listening  to  Buddy  Hatten  on 
KSFO,  during  which  time  he  did  his  little  Hollywood  gossip 
horseplop.  In  that  little  feature,  they  sing  “Hooray  for 
Hollywood ”  in  which  there  is  some  line  about  how  any  shop 
clerk  can  be  a  star  if  she  can  just  “please  the  tired 
businessman.”  It  was  the  catchy  tune  to  that  bit  of  quaint  in¬ 
sanity,  dancing  in  the  back  of  our  mind,  that  compelled  us  to 


Offshore  specialist 
Custom  racing  and  cruising  sails 
Covers  manufactured  and  repaired 
Sail  alteration,  repair,  washing 
Winedark  sailcloth 
Heavy  weather  instruction 
Sail  surveying 

(415)  832-5420 

1155  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94606 
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At  the  Yacht  Harbor 
2222  East  Cliff  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA 
(408)476-5202 


Wilderness  21 

Built  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Tradition 
Free  main  and  jib 


Ranger  26 

Gary  Mull's  fast,  fun, 
trailerable  lightweight 


Moore  24 

The  Classic  Speedster 
One-design  racing  at  its  best 


Sail 

Rhodes  30' 

1946  diesel 

22,000.°° 

Tamer  22' 

1975  OB 

8,900.°° 

Tahiti  Ketch  30' 

1938  diesel 

24,000.°° 

Santana  22' 

?973  OB 

8,200.°° 

Santa  Cruz  33' 

1977 

49,950.°° 

Ranger  23' 

197 8  OB 

14,500.°° 

Cand  C  33' 

1975 

49,500.°° 

Moore  24' 

1 974 

12,200.°° 

Angelmon  34'  Ketch 

1967  diesel 

45,000.°° 

Custom  Racer  24' 

inboard 

14,900.°° 

Ericson  35' 

1971 

46,200.°° 

Venture  24' 

1970  OB 

5,500.°° 

‘  Chance  37' 

1971  diesel 

4%  900.°° 

Islander  24' 

1962  OB 

7,000.°° 

Ericson  39' 

1971 

58,500.°° 

Farr  1/4  top 

1977  OB 

15,500.°° 

Yankee  Clipper  40' 

1974  diesel 

60,000.°° 

Soling 

1 969 

4,000.°° 

Angelmon  44' 

1935  diesel 

60,000.°° 

Santa  Cruz  27'  (2) 

V  from 

18.500.°° 

Roberts  44'  Ketch 

1977  diesel 

62,000.°° 

Catalina  27' 

1977 

20,000.°° 

Multihull 

Bristol  27' 

1966  OB 

1 7.000.°° 

vHo rstman  35' 

1977  diesel 

38,500.°° 

O  Day  27' 

1975 

19,000.°° 

Custom  Racer  36' 

1976 

38,000.°° 

Cal  2  27' 

1976 

23,500.°° 

Brown  40/  sea  runner 

1974 

45,000.°° 

Cal  27' 

1974  OB 

14.000.°° 

Power 

Columbia  28' 

1968 

14,000.°° 

Converted  Land  45' 

1 944 

16,950.°° 

Cal  T/2 

1974 

15,000.°° 

Hawleform  28'  (3) 

from 

28,500.°° 

Ranger  29' 

1971 

27,500."“ 

Ericson  29' 

1973 

25,900.°° 

(Bay  Area  Phone:  Dee  Smith 

at  North  Coast  Yachts  (415)  523-8330 

Bermuda  30' 

1963 

26,000.°° 

For  further  information  and  Literature  please  check  and  return: 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

Phone 


Zip 


□ 

Cal  25 

□ 

□ 

Cal  27 

□ 

□ 

Cal  31 

□ 

□ 

Cal  34 

□ 

□ 

Cal  35 

□ 

□ 

Cal  39 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  14 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  16 

□ 

□ 

Hobie  18 

□ 

□ 

Jester  Dinghy 

□ 

Laser 

Moore  24 

O'Day  23 

O'Day  25 

Ranger  22 

Ranger  26 

Ranger  30 

Wilderness  21 

Wilderness  38 

Brokerage  Listing  Firm 


At  the  Yacht  Harbor,  2222  East  Clift  Drive,  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  95062  1 408 1  476-5202 
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use  the  phrase  “busy  businessman.” 

See,  we  re  innocent.  Hoooooray  for  Hollywood! 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

Please  heed  this  plea  from  the  cultural  wasteland  of  latitude 
26.  We  must  have  a  new  subscription  to  dear  old  Lat.  38,  if 
only  to  use  as  a  prayer  mat  for  our  daily  genuflex  toward  the 
west. 

We  just  arrived  here  in  South  Florida  to  rescue  an  Ohlson 
41  from  the  ravages  of  rust  and  rot.  We  have  discovered  the 
one  spot  in  the  United  States  that  makes  L.A.  seem  elegant. 
This  is  the  spot  with  everything:  Heat,  Hustlers,  and  Hur¬ 
ricanes.  Our  visions  of  cheap  Florida  living  were  quickly  dash¬ 
ed  (Dirty  Duplex  —  $500/mo.,  four  months  in  advance.) 

So,  please  send  us  our  monthly  reminder  of  cool  fog  and 
sanity. 

Steve  Wolf  &  Kathy  Siegel 
Dania,  FL 


Hi, 

Read  with  dismay  your  answer  to  Pamela  Ross  in  the  issue 
before  last!  The  thing  I  love  about  your  editorship  is  the  no 
punches  pulled  reporting.  Don’t  start  backing  down,  apologiz¬ 
ing,  or  becoming  more  respectable  on  me!  You  didn’t  overdo 
the  photos  in  the  “Boobs  in  Antigua”  issue  as  far  as  I’m  con¬ 
cerned,  and  Pamela  Ross  can  go  piss  up  a  rope. 

I  hope  to  be  in  Antigua  next  April  and  will  send  you  some 
more  photos. 

Gregg  Calkins 

Gregg  —  Hang  on  to  your  pants.  We  did  not  back  down, 
we  did  not  apologize,  and  we  certainly  haven’t  become  any 
more  respectable.  We  did  admit  to  being  turkeys  (always 
have  been,)  and  did  admit  the  story  could  have  been 
presented  better  (they  all  can.) 

Different  in  what  way?  Our  goal  would  be  to  make  that 
story  as  appealing  and  enjoyable  to  our  entire  spectrum  of 
readers,  from  the  Pamela  Ross’  to  the  Gregg  Calkins’.  Now 
that  may  be  impossible  to  accomplish,  but  we  get  a  lot  of 
satisfaction  trying.  So,  if  you’ll  send  us  your  negatives  as  soon 
as  you  get  back  from  Antigua  in  April,  we’ll  happily  get  right 
down  to  it. 


1 80 1  -D  Clement  St. 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  523-4388 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

As  an  avid  sailor  and  member  of  the  Coast  Guard  Aux¬ 
iliary,  I  enjoy  Latitude  38  very  much. 

Because  of  this,  it  saddens  me  to  see  disparaging  remarks 
made  about  powerboat  skippers.  (Last  February  issue,  I 


Monday-Friday  9  a.m.- 5  p.m. 


Saturday  10  a  m. -2  p.m 
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332-2940 


Yacht  and  Ship  Brokers 


Sausalito,  California 


MULTIPLE 


1000  Bridgeway 


LISTING 

BROKER 


INVESTMENTS  IN  YACHTING 


SAIL 

20’  Flicka  Sloop.  .  . . 12,500 

30’  Atkin  Schooner . 25,000 

33’  Fiord  . . Offers 

33’  Hunter .  . 20,000 

33’  Cheoy  Lee  Luders ....  48,000 

34’  Nichols  . . 34,900 

34’  Stone  Sloop . 24,000 

34’  Cal -34  .  ,.  34,500 

35’  Ericson .  44,000 

35’  Allied . Offers 

35’  Coronado .  36,000 

35’  Pearson . 37,500 

35’  Ericson  35 . 52,100 

2  Ton  Racer  INCA . 145,000 

2  Ton  Sloop  RACY . 110,000 

36’  Islander  36.  .  .(4  from)  50,000 

36’  Stone  Gaff  Sloop . 25,000 

37’  Herreschoff  Ketch.  .  .  .54,900 

40’  Newporter . 57,500 

40’  Challenger  Sloop . 85,000 

40’  Rhodes  Sloop . 48,500 

41’  CT .  75,000 

41’  Freeport  Catch .  2  from  85,000 

41’  Coronado .  63,000 

41’  Cheoy  Lee  “0ffshore”89,000 
41’  “Swan”  by  Nautor.  .  .145,000 

41’  C.T .  68.500 

42’  Stone  Gaff  Sloop.  .  .  .  .25,000 

42’  C.T .  75,000 

43’  Palmer  Johnson . 120,000 

43’  Westsail  Yawl ......  .140,000 

43’  World  Cruise  Sloop.  .135,000 
46’  Abeking&Rasmussen  .  70,000 

48’  Swan  . . .  .  .220,000 

48’  Paul  Gau  Schooner.  ,  .47,000 

54’  CT .  175,000 

58’  Custom  Yawl . 245,000 

59’  Lester  Stone  Sip . 36,000 

POWER 

32’  Grand  Banks  Trawler.  42,200 
32’  Uniflite  Sedan,  .offers  49,000 

Particulars  are  believed  to  be  correct  but  are  not  guaranteed.  Subject  to  price  change,  prior  sale  or  withdrawal  without  notice 


33’  CHEOY  LEE  CLIPPER.  Loaded 
with  teak  and  extra  gear.  Excellent 
condition.  Full  boat  cover.  See  Joan. 
$48,000 


32’  WESTSAIL.  We  have  a  large  selec¬ 
tion  of  used  boats.  Many  are  well 
equipped.  Prices  starting  from 
$49,000.  Ask  Bill. 


36’  ISLANDER.  4  from  $50,000.  Load 
ed.  1973-1978.  Ask  Joan. 


41’  CT  Cruising  Ketch.  Loaded  with 
gear.  All  the  comforts  —  even  a 
fireplace.  Ex-liveaboard.  See  Lon. 
$75,000 


NEW  . . .  Perry  Design  &  Westsail 
quality.  Stiff,  weatherly  performance 
along  with  great  cruising  layout. 
Orders  now  being  accepted.  Call  Lon. 


41’  SWAN.  One  of  the  highest  quality, 
best  equipped  boats  on  S.F.  Bay 
$145,000.  See  Stuart. 


LETTERS  LETTERS 


believe.)  There  are  a  lot  of  reckless  sailors  as  well  as  power- 
boaters  on  the  Bay.  There  are  also  a  lot  of  competent, 
courteous  powerboat  skippers  out  there  that  deserve  our 
respect  and  recognition  for  their  contributions  to  boating  safe¬ 
ty. 

Thank  you  for  doing  such  a  great  job. 

Cathy  Olson 
Flotilla  82 
Sausalito/Tiburon 

Cathy  —  If  powerboaters  didn’t  exist,  we’d  have  to  invent 
them.  Everyone  needs  somebody  to  dump  on,  and  in  our 
case  the  powerboaters  —  universally  damned  for  being  noisy 
and  smelly  —  are  just  perfect  scapegoats.  So  you  see,  we 
don’t  really  intend  to  say  disparaging  things  about  power¬ 
boaters,  we  really  want  to  say  nasty,  viscious,  cruel,  and 
unusual  things,  but  we  just  aren’t  smart  enough.  We’re  work¬ 
ing  on  it,  though. 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

Here  I  am  sailing  in  Juno,  Alaska  en  route  to  Glacier  Bay  to 
the  star  of  a  commercial  for  T.V.  the  world  famous  lady 
sailor  piloting  herself  thru  all  the  fog  —  dodging  icebergs  & 
drinking  gallons  of  Nescafe '  all  expenses  paid  plus  $$$$  — 
and  f  was  selected  in  great  part  because  they  read  all  that 
wonderfull  stuff  about  me  in  Latitude  38!  Thanks  forever 
L-38. 

Jocelyn  Nash 


Latitude  38, 

You  might  recall  that  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  you  printed  a 
letter  from  me  as  president  of  the  Southern  California  Cal  29 
Association  soliciting  team  racing  with  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Cal  29  fleet.  I  think  your  publishing  my  letter  helped  spark  in¬ 
terest  in  putting  together  the  event.  We’ve  had  3  series  so  far 
with  the  next  scheduled  for  San  Francisco  Bay  on  September 
29-30,  1979.  We  on  the  Southern  team  keep  getting  better  as 
we  have  progressed  from  0-6,  2-3,  to  a  3-3  tie  in  Los  Angeles 
Harbor  earlier  this  month. 

Everyone  is  enjoying  the  team  racing  and  the  socializing 
with  new  sailing  friends.  Thank  you  for  your  help  and  keep 
your  great  magazine  coming! 

Keith  Dinsmoor 
Newport  Beach 


Latitude  38, 

Is  this  sheer  madness? 

My  parents  bought  an  O’Day  25  not  more  than  5  months 


ago.  Having  this  sailboat  less  than  2  months,  they  decided  to 
trade  it  for  an  O’Day  27.  Now  —  after  having  this  new  boat 
less  than  2  months,  they  want  to  trade  it  for  a  38’  boat. 

When  they  get  the  38’  boat,  will  they  finally  be  able  to  ac¬ 
tually  put  the  name  on  the  boat?  Or  will  they  again  trade  it? 
I’m  so  confused!!! 

Ann  Langone 

P.S.  My  parents  are  the  ones  who  own  the  adult  bookstore 
who  distributes  your  magazines! 


Latitude  38, 

The  post  office  did  it  again  —  your  September  issue  just  ar¬ 
rived  yesterday. 

Article  about  Fastnet  Race  is  great.  I  heard  from  some  peo¬ 
ple  in  Germany  who  participated.  They  also  said  it  was  the 
roughest  they  ever  experienced,  and  this  comes  from  people 
sailing  the  Channel  and  North  Sea  all  the  time. 

Your  Sightings  Quiz  —  Am  I  right  seeing  2  Lasers  on  a  col- 
lison  course?  Anyway,  your  bumper  sticker  will  be  ap¬ 
preciated. 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  So  far,  I  haven’t  found  a  sailing 
magazine  more  enjoyable  to  read. 

Edmund  Meier 
Hinsdale,  IL 


Gentlemen  — 

Please  keep  up  your  great  work!  Yours  is  the  only 
magazine  I  regularly  read  just  about  cover  to  cover.  Thank 
you  for  the  opportunity.  » 

Scott  Cauchois 
Bear  No.  20 
Trigger 


Latitude  38, 

Excellent  coverage  of  the  TransPac.  And  you  have  a  sup¬ 
per  magazine  going.  So  it’s  time  to  subscribe. 

Ed  Leslie 

.  '  Channel  7 


Latitude  38, 

Hi.  I  have  a  hell  of  a  good  place  for  a  stack  of  Lat  38’s  and 
it’s  still  in  this  hemisphere,  even  slightly  closer  than  your 
massage  parlor  in  Riverside  and  without  the  competition . 

If  you  are  serious  about  sending  them  that  far,  I  belong  to  a 
BYC  which  is  primarily  a  dinghy  and  small  boat  racing  club, 
and  Lat  38  would  be  very  well  received. 

I  would  still  continue  my  paid  subscription.  I  think  it’s  great. 

'  Herb  Dressel 

Long  Beach 
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MARIN  SCATS  INCORPORATED 

1 1 5  Third  Street  San  Rafael,  CA  94901  (41 5)  456-8508 


“ONLY  ALLAH 


(and  the  Urga96) 

IS  PERFECT” 


LOOSE  LIPS 


Remember  the  Oakland  Boat  Show  starts  October  3rd  at 
the  Oakland  Coliseum.  We  stopped  by  the  San  Francisco  In- 
the-Water  Boatshow  in  Alameda  last  month  and  were  really 
impressed.  We  thought  it  was  the  best  show  they  had  ever  put 
on.  The  parking  was  well  organized,  as  was  the  food  conces¬ 
sion  where  you  could  cook  your  own  burgers.  Everything  was 
laid  out  in  an  orderly  fashion  so  that  everybody  saw  all  the 
boats  on  display.  It  was  a  good  show  with  lots  of  boats,  lots  of 
people,  and  for  the  first  time,  it  didn’t  rain. 

Boats  were  hot,  too.  Sales  were  reported  high,  not  only  by 
the  dealers  who  naturally  tend  to  be  optimistic  about  sales, 
but  the  banks  who  were  being  swamped  by  applications. 

But  every  show  has  it’s  minor  screwups  and  indignities  for 
dealers,  and  this  was  no  exception.  Poor  Bob  Moe  had  his  ad 
in  the  Boat  Show  Directory  messed  up;  it  said  that  his  Seren¬ 
dipity  Yachts  was  moving  from  Pier  9  in  San  Francisco  to 
Mariner  Square,  and  listed  the  wrong  phone  number.  Seren¬ 
dipity  Yachts  is  staying  in  San  Francisco  at  Pier  9.  Perhaps  the 
biggest  indignity  was  suffered  by  Wave  Traders,  who  were 
showing  their  Wylie-designed,  Don  Peters  built  cold-molded 
Constellation.  One  gentleman  looked  over  the  boat  for  a  long 
time  before  saying  with  great  admiration,  “It’s  just  fantastic, 
it’s  just  magnificient,  how  do  you  guys  make  it  look  so  much 
like  it’s  really  wood?” 

Some  of  you  may  remember  our  story  on  Antigua,  and  in 
particular  a  photo  of  a  guy  in  a  Superman  suit  with  a  rubber 
toy.  That  man  was  Tom  Dreyfuss.  What  did  he  think  of  his 
picture  in  print?  He  liked  it,  actually.  In  fact,  when  he  went  to 
England  to  sail  on  Acadia  during  Cowes  week  and  the 
Fastnet,  he  took  several  copies  of  that  Latitude  38  with  him. 
Showed  them  around  to  staid,  RORC,  he  did,  and  enjoyed 
himself  immensely.  So  we  are  told. 

In  the  Notice  to  Mariners,  there  was  published  a  warning 
that  from  time  to  time,  firing  and  bombing  practice  takes  place 
in  numerous  areas  along  the  coast,  and  that  they  can’t  all  be 
marked  on  the  charts.  Mariners  are  told  they  should  lookout 
for  warning  signals,  usually  consisting  of  red  flags  or  red 
lights,  that  are  customarily  displayed  before  and  during  bomb¬ 
ing  practice. 

However,  “the  absence  of  such  warning  cannot  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  evidence  that  a  practice  area  does  not  exist.”  What 
they  are  trying  to  say  is  that  wherever  you  sail,  you  may  be  in 
a  bombing  range  —  but  at  least  they  are  good  enough  to  offer 
advice  on  what  to  do  when  you  get  caught  in  one  while  prac¬ 
tice  is  in  progress:  “Get  out  at  tfie  earliest  possible  moment.” 
Got  that? 

Super  sublime:  Last  month  we  ran  features  on  the  Six- 
Metre  crews  of  the  St.  Francis  VII  and  Ah  Si  Si!  A  lot  of  folks, 
including  the  author  of  the  piece,  told  us  that  the  layout  was 
just  awful,  and  what  the  hell  were  we  doing  anyway  —  you 
had  to  turn  the  pages  on  the  side  to  read.  


SELECTED 

LISTINGS 


25’  “MAGIC  BUS”  1978  Bay  Champ,  20  Bags  of  Sails,  Loads  of  Gear, 

A  Real  Steal  for  $14,900. 

28'  Hawkfarm,  1  yr.  old,  Better  than  new,  8  Dewitt  Sails,  Complete 

Electronics,  THE  IDEAL  RACER/CRUISER  $28,900. 

30’  Newport,  8  bags  of  sails,  new  hull  paint  job,  beautiful  condition, 

perfect  family  racer/cruiser.  $24,500. 

30’  Scampi,  Swedish  built,  Diesel,  Incredibly  well  equipped  with 

sails  and  electronics,  S.F.  Berth  included.  $29,500 

37’  Tartan  Yawl.  Diesel, 

teak  interior,  10  Sails,  has  been  cruised  by 

two  people  and  is  rigged  for  this  and  is  ready  to  sail  away.  A  rare  find 

$53,500. 

21’  Yngling . 

1,500 

28’  Hawkfarm . 

.  28,900 

21’  Victory  . 

.  3,500 

28’  Cal . 

.  .  15,000 

22’  Santana . 

.  6,050 

28’  Wylie . 

.  .  25,000 

23’  Bear  Boat . 

.  7,150 

29’  Wylie  HAWKEYE.  .. 

.  .25,500 

23’  Kels  Coaster . 

.7,700 

30’  Burns  Vi  Ton . 

.  .39,500 

23’  Blue  Nose . 

.4,500 

30’  Scampi . 

.  .  29,500 

23’  Bear  Cub . 

.  3,000 

30’  Cal  3/30 . 

.  .41,800 

23’  Bear . 

.  6,495 

30’  Ericson . 

.  .  25,900 

24’  Wylie . 

.  9,500 

30’  Knarr . 

.  .  13,200 

24’  North  Star  727 . 

18,000 

30’  Dragon . 

.  .  .  6,000 

24’  North  Star  727 . 

16,500 

30’  Pacific . 

.  .  12,500 

24’  North  Star  727 . 

18,300 

30’  Mull  V* . 

.  .15,900 

24’  San  Juan . 

17,500 

30’  Islander . 

.  .  17,000 

24’  Cal  T/4 . 

11,900 

32’  Norway  Motorsailer. 

.  .39,500 

24’  Challenger . 

.  7,900 

32’  Traveler . 

.  56,000 

24’  Islander  Bahama . 

6,900 

32’  Ericson . (1 /8th)  3,500 

24’  Windward . 

.  7,500 

32’  Westsail . 

59,000 

25’  Shock . 

.  3,900 

32’  Mariner . 

.  39,500 

25’  Cal . 

.  8,500 

5.5  Meter . 

.  .  .  7,250 

25’  Peterson  Custom . 

19,900 

33’  Islander . 

.  25,000 

25’  Coronado . 

.  8,200 

35’  Ericson . 

.  44,000 

25’  '/<  Ton . 

10,750 

35’  Ericson . 

52,000 

25’  Santana  525 . 

16,500 

35’  Alberg . 

.  39,500 

25’  Bahama 

12,500 

36’  Lapworth . 

.  30,500 

25’  Jr.  Clipper 

7,850 

36’  Columbia . 

.  .  40,700 

25’  Golden  Gate . 

5,000 

37’  Schooner . 

.  .29,900 

26’  Westerly . 

17,950 

37’  Tartan . (Yawl)  53,500 

25’  Magic  Bus  v<  Ton 

14,900 

38'  Farlonne . 

.  .  38,050 

26’  Ranger 

13,500 

40’  Cal . 

46,000 

26'  Frisco  Flyer 

19,000 

40’  Herrshoff . , 

.  .  43,000 

26’  Balboa 

12,400 

42’  N.  Zealand  Sip . 

58,000 

27’  Cal . 

15,000 

45’  Steel  Yawl . 

.110,000 

27’  Santa  Cruz . 

20,950 

47’  Steel  Ketch . 

.  .95,000 

60’  Yawl . 

. 40,000 

Foot  of  Laguna  Street 

San  Francisco 

California  94123 

Phone: 

(415)  567-3695 
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LIFERAFTS 

SEE  AN  EXPERT. 

Bill  Huber  has  spent  over  20  years  maintain¬ 
ing  and  rigging  liferafts,  parachutes,  and  sur¬ 
vival  kits  for  U.S.C.G.  Aviation  Rescue  Units. 

Now  Is  A  Good  Time 
For  Your  Liferafts’  Annual  Physical. 

WHY? 

Because  after  a  summer  of  cruising  and  racing,  water  ac¬ 
cumulation  via  spray,  rain  and  condensation  can  deteriorate 
your  flares,  CO2  system,  fabric  and  gear. 

Annual  service  consists  of  inflation,  airtight  test,  visual  in¬ 
spection  of  raft  and  contents,  replacement  of  faulty  and  out  of 
date  items,  repacking  in  a  special  way  (like  a  parachute.)  This 
yearly  checkup  assures  an  extended  life  of  raft  and  definitely 
will  reduce  cost. 


SEA,  AIR,  LAND,  SURVIVAL  CO. 

629  Bair  Island  Road 
Redwood  City,  CA  94063 
(415)  365-6374 


LOOK  ALOFT! 

Boat  owners  often  neglect  to  check 
their  rigging  above  deck  level. 

Many  accidents  could  have  been 
prevented  by  a  simple  spot  check. 
We  at  Bay  Riggers  are  offering 
a  deck  to  masthead  survey 
for  any  worn  or  defective 
gear.  Ask  about  our 
preventive  maintenance 
rigging  survey.  Rigging 
and  modification  of 
sailboat  rigging. 

Rope— wire  splicing. . 

General  marine  service 
and  repair. 


Dealers  for: 
Samson  braid 
and  MacWhyte 
wire. 


200  GATE  5  rd. 

SAUSALITO,  CA.  (415)  332-5757 


LOA  11.66m  36*3” 

OWL  9.50m  31'2- 
BEAM  3.66m  12'r 
DRAFT  1.94m  6*4” 

DISPL.  4,600kg  10,600(bs. 
BALLAST  1,650kg  4,1001b*., 
SAIL  PLAN  (l 

P  13.7m  44*11”  f 

I  13.1m  43  0" 

J  4.07m  13’4"  / 

SPL  4.9m  16’0-  // 

E  5.45m  17*11-  / 

MAIN  397  ft?  / 

FORE  A  266  tts  (100"// 
TOTAL  u 

SAIL  AREA  683112  / 


Built  by  C&B  Marine.  Santa  Cruz.  Ca. 

The  Bruce  Farr  designed  1 1 .6  metre  (38  ft.  LOA)  is  his  first  pure  cruising  yacht  design 
in  seven  years.  v 

The  goal  was  simple;  a  low  cost,  spacious,  comfortable  cruising  yacht  that  would  be  easy  to 
handle  short  crewed,  extremely  fast  for  its  size,  without  consideration  for  rating  rules.  A  boat 
that  races  well  under  performance  handicapping  systems. 

The  Farr  38  is  significantly  faster  in  all  conditions  than  a  similar  sized  I0R  yacht; 
considerably  more  usable  room,  easier  and  more  pleasureable  to  sail  and  costing  a  whole  lot 
less.  Something  like  the  speed  and  room  of  a  2  tonner  with  the  cost  and  handling  ease  of  a 
1  tonner. 

Light  displacement  moderate  beam  with  powerful  sections,  wide  stern  and  fine  bow  entry 
give  a  powerful  hull  with  a  ballast  of  39%  set  low  in  the  high  aspect  keel ...  a  very  stiff  yacht 
with  excellent  performance  to  windward,  especially  in  rough  seas.  High  sail  area  to 
displacement  and  spinnaker  pole  longer  than  J  guarantee  an  exhilarating  ride  off  the  wind 
with  excellent  balance,  speed  and  ease  of  control. 

The  rig  features  a  non-masthead  swept  spreader  arrangement  with  no  complicated 
runners,  easy  to  handle  smallish  headsails  and  a  mainsail  large  enough  to  drive  the  boat 
well  under  main  alone. 

Below  deck  there  is  a  large  head  with  optional  shower,  forward  and  main  cabin  areas  which 
may  be  separated,  spacious  galley  and  vast  stowage  in  the  wide  stern  sections.  The  large 
double  berth  and  navigation  area  can  be  closed  off  to  form  an  owner's  stateroom. 

C&B  Marine's  quality  construction  is  cold  molded  3  skin  Sitka  spruce  on  large,  close  spaced 
stringers,  over  structural  bulkheads  and  frames  of  Port  Orford  cedar.  Exceptional  strength  and 
stiffness  for  its  weight 

A  glass/epoxy  hull  surface  and  linear  polyurethane  (LPU]  give  the  Farr  38  an  easily 
maintained,  durable  and  beautiful  finish. 

A  Pathfinder  diesel  engine  (VW  Rabbit)  is  standard. 

C&B  Marine  custom  builds  the  C&B  38.  C&B  44.  Farr  38.  Farr  44  and  Farr  55.  Wylie  36  or 
your  custom  design,  including  sport  and  commercial  fishing  boats,  using  modern  cold  mold 
techniques. 

C&B 

MARINE 

CUSTOM  BOATBUILDERS  1053  SEVENTEENTH  AVENUE,  SANTA  CRUZ,  CA.  95062  (406)476-7494 


LOOSE  LIPS 


The  problem  was  that  we  couldn’t  get  any  pictures  because 
all  the  crews  were  in  Seattle,  and  we  weren’t  about  to  fly 
north.- So,  what  we  did  was  to  arrange  the  copy  in  the  shape 
of  a  two  page  tall  figure  ‘6’,  with  a  photo  of  Tom  Blackaller 
and  Malin  Burham  in  the  middle.  We  thought  we  were  clever, 
but  we  guess  we  weren’t. 

In  fact,  we  know  we  weren’t  because  we  left  out  the 
material  on  Ah  Si  Si!  crewmember  Craig  Healy.  With 
humblest  apologies  to  author  Sue  Rowely  and  Craig  Healy, 
here  is  that  copy: 

CRAIG  HEALY  is  a  21  year  old  small  boat  sailor  from 
Richmond  who  has  made  big  news  lately,  winning  the  Laser 
Northern  American  Championship  and  the  Heavy  Weather 
Slalom.  He  crewed  on  Lois  Lane  during  the  San  Francisco 
Challenge  Cup  against  Imp,  but  says  he  plans  to  devote  his 
time  exclusively  to  small  boats. 

“The  reason  I’m  sailing  the  Six  Metre  now  is  I  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  the  Finn  Gold  Cup  in  England.  So  I  agreed  to  sail  the  Six 
Metre  because  it  didn’t  interfere  with  any  Finn  regattas.” 

Q:  Why  are  you  so  partial  to  small  boats? 

“Big  boat  sailing  doesn’t  teach  you  as  much  as  a  small  boat. 
I  like  the  combination  of  the  physical  part  and  the  mental 
aspect  which  is  the  tactical  aspect  of  small  boats.  I  don’t  enjoy 
racing  on  big  boats  where  you  win  because  you  have  better 
winches  than  the  other  guy.” 

Q:  Why  did  you  get  involved  with  the  6  Metres? 

“It  really  interested  me  because  my  mother  had  driven  me 
over  to  the  St.*Francis  to  see  Blackaller  racing  St.  Francis  IV 
and  I  thought  that  was  the  neatest  thing,  those  skinny  little 
boats  ...  I  wanted  to  sail  on  the  boat  so  I  could  learn 
something  about  match  racing  and  especially  starting.  But 
while  we’re  starting,  for  that  ten  minute  period,  Kenny  Keefe 
and  I  end  up  literally  sitting  on  the  floorboards  flailing  away 
with  the  backstays  and  mainsheet  because  everything  has  to 
be  done  so  fast  when  you’re  going  around  in  circles.  We  rare¬ 
ly  have  any  idea  where  the  other  guy  is. 

Q:  What  position  are  you  on  Ah  Si  Si? 

“I  tend  the  mainsheet,  running  backstays,  trim  tab  and 
traveler.” 

Q:  Do  you  feel  intimidated  at  all  racing  against  the  likes  of 
Turner  and  Blackaller? 

“No,  I’m  not,  and  maybe  I’m  missing  something  because 
it’s  that  kind  of  competition  that  I  like.  It’s  all  that  matters.” 

And  where  is  racing  going?  For  a  bunch  of  people,  half  way 
around  the  world.  As  of  now,  there  are  37  boats  that  have  left 
Plymouth,  England  for  Freemantle,  Australia  in  what  is  called 
the  Parmelia  Race.  This  race,  which  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Parmelia  Hilton  Hotel  of  Perth  (what  has  Sheraton  doike  for 
you  lately?) ,  has  attracted  an  incredible  fleet  of  37  boats. 

Biggest  boat  in  the  race  is  Australian  sailmaker  Roily 
Tasker’s  70-footer,  which  is  claimed  to  have  hit  28  knots. 
She’s  an  ultralight,  as  you  may  have  guessed. 


For  19  years,  Sailors  have  brought  our  family 
business  orders  for  boat  cushions,  covers, 
dodgers,  canvases^  repairs, 

AND  NOW  -  THEY’RE  BRINGING  US 
COUCHES,  SEATS  AND  CHAIRS. 

THE  SECRET  IS  OUT! 

Bring  your  upholstery  in  to  us! 


Gianola  S  Sons 

210  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)  332-3339 


^  ""  SOUTH  PACIFIC  '  ^ 

Ha*a„  ***/Co  . 

C/lUFOW*'* 

C\gO*4  PANAMA  *0 

AUSTRALIA 

'*a°a  Wash>hgto7*Al  A^ICa 

pacific  islands  Alaska 


CHARTS  IN  STOCK! 


Future  coverage  will  include: 

GULF  OF  MEXICO  CARRIBEAN  THE  ORIENT 


GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS 
and  NAVIGATION  BOOKS 

'  SEXTANTS  -  COMPASSES 
CLOCKS  -  CHART  TOOLS 
COMPUTERS  *  BINOCULARS 

EXPERT  INSTRUMENT  REPAIR 

Please  call  us  for  any  of  your  chart  requirements  We  are  at  your  service 

TQADEWIND 
INSTRUMENTS  LTD. 

MARINE  NAVIGATIONAL  INSTRUMENTS 

(415)  523-5726 

2540  BLANDING  AVENUE 
ALAMEDA.  CALIFORNIA  94501 


GIANOLA’S  SECRf 
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ONE  OF  THE 
mOST  ACTIVE 
ONE-DESIGN 
CLASSES  ON 
THE  BAY 


MARINER  SQ.  YACHTS 


2415  Mariner  Sq.  Dr. 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  521-7030 


ANEMOMETER 


4  Wind  Scales! 

0-65  Knots;  0-35  Meters 
0-12  Beaufort*  0-120  Km/hr. 

No  Batteries  or  Maintenance 
Reliable,  High  Accuracy 
Direct  Reading 
Durable,  Wheel  Cover, 
Tripod  Mount 

$89.95  (1  pc.)  $3.50  ship 
$84.50  (3  pcs.)  $5.00  ship 
$79.50  (5  plus)  $7.50  ship 

Order  via  BofA/Visa,  etc. 


HIC0 

716  Willow  Rd., 
Menlo  Park,  CA  94025 


^py^i^OFFSHuhfc^^^MI 


SAIL  BROKERAGE 
13’  Dutch  built  champion  FJ .  .  $2,100 
23’  Aquarius,  trailer  &  dry  berth .  6,950 

24’  Columbia  Contender . 5,500 

24’  Columbia,  trunk  cabin . 6,950 

25’  Catalina . 11,850 

25’  Yamaha,  full  race . 23,700 

26’  Reined,  trailer  &  dry  berth . . .  10,600 

27’  Catalina,  nice . 20,500 

34’  Sunset,  bristol . 32,000 

40’  Columbia,  sharp . 49,500 

42’  1893  F.  Stone  sip.,  clean ....  24,900 

COMMITTEE  BOAT 

34’  Patrol  “Perch” . 9,500 

36’  Grand  Banks,  ‘72,  clean . 59,500 


Specifications  include:  4  sail  inven¬ 
tory;  Hand  lay-up  exceeds  Lloyd’s 
specs.;  Full  keel  •  skeg  rudder; 
Superior  headroom  throughout; 
Boom  gallows;  Stand  up  work  shop; 
Shower  big  enough  for  2.  Plus  more 
standard  equipment. 


$64,500  COMPLETE 


BRUCE  BINGHAM  N  A 


DISP. 
BALLAST 
SAIL  AREA 
POWER 
FUEL 
WATER 


21.000# 

8,000# 

630  SQ  FT 
DIESEL 
130  GALS 
210  GALS 


AT  OUR  DOCKS  NOW 


320  WEST  CUTTING  BLVD.  •  PT.  RICHMOND,  CA  94807  •  (415)  237-3251 


§  * 
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LOOSE  LIPS 


What  s  next  in  racing?  Well,  how  about  a  one-design  fleet 
of  Petersons  —  80-foot  Petersons.  Les  Williams,  according  to 
Yachting  World,  is  supposed  to  have  the  Southern  Ocean 
Shipyard  in  Poole  start  building  production  of  an  80-foot 
design  by  Doug  Peterson  and  himself.  This  boat  will  then, 
Williams  hopes,  be  used  for  professional  Transoceanic  racing. 
First  the  boat  is  to  be  launched  early  next  year,  they  say  —  he 
says. 

‘While  we  briefly  mentioned  the  Fastnet  Race,  we  had 
hoped  to  get  all  kinds  of  great  information  of  liferafts  out  of 
that  terrible  experience.  We  may  not  get  all  we  thought.  Prior 
to  being  hoisted  up  on  ship  or  helicopter,  crew  members  were 
instructed  to  slash  the  rafts  as  much  as  possible  so  late  copter 
crews  would  know  that  the  crew  had  already  been  taken  off. 

You  might  wonder  why  the  crews  had  to  jump  into  liferafts 
before  the  copter  would  pick  them  up  since  this  isn’t  done  in 
the  United  States.  The  reason  is  that  there’s  a  trick  to  lifting 
people  off  boats  with  a  helicopter  while  still  avoiding  the  rigg¬ 
ing.  The  helicopter  pilots  in  the  Royal  Navy  aren’t  trained  in 
it,  while  our  Coast  Guard  practiced  it  constantly  and  has 
become  damned  proficient  at  it. 

Question :  What’s  so  funny  about  the  following  letter? 

Sirs: 

A  sailing  friend  had  been  lending  his  Latitude  38  to  mev 
and  I  became  hooked  on  your  kookie  articles  and  salty 
language.  The  only  problem  is  that  he  frequently  forgets  to 
provide  me  with  “hand-me-down”  copies! 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  Latitude  38,  the  $13.00 
enclosed  is  from  Girl  Scout  Cookies  and  Veterans  Day  Pop¬ 
pies  that  I  didn’t  buy. 

I  must  admit  that  Latitude  38  has  a  charm  seldom  found  in 
media  these  days.  So  much  of  it  is  CONTROLLED,  CON¬ 
TRIVED,  or  so  SELF-SERVING  that  it’s  like  watching  the 
evening  news  on  TV!  Yours  is  a  light-hearted,  and  refreshing 
approach  to  things  of  interest  to  sailors. 

My  wife  and  I  cracked  up  over  the  article  describing  how  to 
simulate  conditions  living-aboard  while  landlocked  in  your 
apartment! 

Keep  up  the  funny  stuff! 

Ken  Daniels 

*  Redding 

Answer  to  what  is  funny  about  this  letter:  Ken  sent  it  to 
Pacific  Skipper!  But  a  tip  of  our  frat  to  Ken  as  well  as  the  folks 
at  Pacific  Skipper,  which  is  getting  better  every  month,  and 
for  being  nice  enough  to  forward  it  to  us. 


/ 


Let  Experience 
Give\bu  A  Hand. 

Getting  a  good  start  is  the  most  important  part.  The  time  &  attention  a  cadet 
receives  in  the  early  stages  ot  sail  training  will  significantly  affect  the  sailor's 

confidence  &  competency.  Confidence  devel- 
oped  through  strong  disciplines  always 
achieves.  With  each  new  skill 
■,  acquired,  the  cadet  is  gradually  es- 

y°u  are  more  analytical.  You 
'fefjyY WuEUBBr  are  participating  now;  you  have 

something  to  say.  Then  evalua- 
■'.JJJj  ■  tion.  When  you  are  ready,  you 

make  your  first  solo  sail.  Just  you  and  the  boat. 
She  moves  easily  under  you  and  answers  your  every  gentle  request,  a  memory  in- 
erasable  for  the  rest  of  your  life.  Well,  from  here  it's  up  to  you;  the  doors  are 
open.  Coastal  cruising  with  your  family  and  friends,  racing  a  spirited  yacht  with  a 
well  organized  and  efficient  crew,  sailing  as  a  paid  professional  or  exploring 
romantic  islands.  Whatever  your  choice,  there  is  a  tremendous  amount  of 
knowledge  to  gain  and  we  are  here  to  help  you  realize  your  goals  in  our  marine 
environment.  Take  the  advantage,  get  a  good  start,  and  let  experience  give  you  a 

hand. 

Come  Sailing  — 


GSan  Francisco 
^Sailing  G&chool 


'7/a'n 


(415)  523-0800 


Sutter  cuts  it 


Sutter  not  only  invented 
the  radial-head  spinnaker, 
we  perfected  it  over  14  years 
of  racing.  The  result  is  more 
projected  sail  area,  higher, 
fuller  shoulders,  longer- 
lasting  shape  and  less 
luff  curl. 


Sutter  headsails  are  designed 
by  computer.  Stretch,  sea 
and  wind  factors  are  calculated 
exactly  to  produce  maximum 
power  and  speed.  Best  of  all 
we  can  duplicate  Sutter  -< 
designs  that  win. 


Sutter  mainsails  have  a  new 
twist  in  jiffy  reefing.  A  built-in 
load  wire  eases  the  leech 
when  reefed  and  gives  a 
faster,  flatter  mainsail 
shape.  Send  for  our  Mainsail 
brochure  for  more  details. 


Box  927  Sausalito  332  2510 
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SILVER  FUTURES... 


Silver  sold  for  over  $9.00  an 
ounce  last  week. 

A  C&C  40’  weighs  273,600 
ounces  —  a  value  of  $2,599,200. 
C&C  40’s  win  Silver. 

But  you  pay  around  $100,000. 

A  great  buy  in  todays  market. 


C&C  40 


'if  '  ' 


On  Display 

C&C  24,  29,  30,  34 

36,  38,  Landfall  38,  C&C  40. 


1815  Clement  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  521-7200 


uYacht 

House 


A  A 


IOR  IOR 


This  season  has  been  an  exciting  one  for  the  IOR  fleet.  On 
the  ocean,  the  big  boats  headed  West  for  the  Transpac,  and 
the  smaller  boats  turned  out  in  force  for  the  Gulf  of  Farallones 
Series.  In  the  Bay,  we  have  had  great  competition  in  Divi¬ 
sions  “B”,  “C”  &  “D”.  The  larger  boats  returned  for  the  Big 
Boat  Series  and  enjoyed  some  excellent  competition. 

Northern  California  was  well  represented  in  this  year’s 
Transpacific  Yacht  Race  with  20  of  our  boats  competing. 
Natoma  was  third  in  “A”  Division;  Brown  Sugar  won  “D” 
Division;  Wings  was  second  in  “C”  Division.  The  race  was 
light  and  flukey;  not  the  kind  of  conditions  Northern  Califor¬ 
nians  excell  in  .  It  was  a  great  race  and  certainly  demonstrated 
that  the  medium  displacement  yacht  is  alive,  well  and  com¬ 
petitive  . 

The  Gulf  of  Farallones  Series  is  enjoying  an  excellent  turn¬ 
out  by  the  smaller  IOR  yachts.  They  have  enjoyed  great  rac¬ 
ing  and  fun  conditions.  The  success  of  this  series  has  been 
due, 'in  part,  to  the  participation  of  a  number  of  new  Santana 
35’s.  The  boat  that  has  been  most  impressive  is  Rob  Lanyon’s 
new  Wylie  34.  The  winds  have  been  light,  however,  and  the 
jury  is  still  out  as  to  what  she’ll  do  in  a  breeze. 

The  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club’s  Perpetual  Trophy  Regatta  cer¬ 
tainly  lived  up  to  it’s  reputation  as  the  Premier  Regatta  for 
large  boats  on  the  West  Coast  and  one  of  the  five  premier 
regattas  in  the -world. 

The  competition  was  excellent  and  the  final  results  in  the 
Richard  Rheem  and  the  Keefe-Kilbom  were  in  doubt  until  the 
last  weather  leg.  ' 


The  fall  IOR  meeting  is  coming  up  and  we  believe  several 
modifications  to  our  existing  program  should  be  con¬ 
sidered.  We  would  like  to  present  them  here  for  your  con¬ 
sideration  prior  to  the  meeting.  If  you  are  a  crewmember  or 
potential  competitor,  you  are  welcome  to  attend.  Time  and 
place  are  to  be  announced  in  next  month’s  column. 

Our  by-laws  do  not  allow  for  any  deviation  from  the  Inter¬ 
national  Offshore  Rule.  I  believe  that  we  should  consider 
modifying  our  by-laws  to  allow  us  to  adapt  it  for  certain  series. 
Some  of  the  ideas  we  could  implement  are: 

1.  Limiting  sail  inventories  —  Let’s  consider  a  limit  of  7 
sails  for  a  series  with  the  owner  declaring  his  sails  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  series.  This  would  make  it  easier  for  Myron 
Erickson,  Mistral,  with  5  sails,  to  compete  against  Stanley 
Reisch,  of  Leading  Lady,  with  23  sails.  Stanley  could  still  use 
all  of  his  sails  for  major  regattas  —  i.e.  Big  Boat  Series. 

2.  Let’s  consider  giving  ont-design  boats  a  stock  rating 
after  five  have  been  measured.  This  would  be  equal  to  the 
highest  in  the  class. 

3.  One  design  racing  within  the  fleet  —  One  of  the 
primary  souces  of  new  blood  in  the  fleet  has  been  the  Santana 
35’s  and  the  Peterson  34’s.  Last  year,  there  were  several 
Peterson  34’s  in  the  fleet.  This  year  they  had  their  own  one- 
design  and  most  of  them  didn’t  participate  in'our  races.  The 


Santana  35’s  are  on  the  verge  of  doing  the  same  thing.  Let’s 
find  a  way  that  they  can  race  both  one-design  and  IOR 
simultaneously. 

4.  Championship  Series  —  How  about  a  4-race  Bay 
Area  combined  championship  series  to  select  both  an  in¬ 
dividual  champion  and  club  champion.  This  series  would 
consist  of  two  bay  races  and  two  ocean  races  over  a  45-day 
period.  Each  club  fields  a  team  of  three  boats,  a 
mini- Admiral’s  Cup. 

5.  Rating  Certificates  —  Our  by-laws  require  that  a 
signed  certificate  be  on  file  5  days  before  the  event.  The  re¬ 
quirement  is  much  more  stringent  in  our  area  than  it  is  in  most 
other  areas.  The  result  is  that  each  year  we  have  crash  pro¬ 
grams  to  meet  this  requirement  that  cost  hundreds  of  dollars 
and  days  of  energy  and  frustration.  I  believe  that  we  are 
creating  more  problems  than  we  are  solving.  I  believe  that  we 
can  develop  a  program  that  will  result  in  more  boats  on  the 
race  course,  with  less  hardship,  still  competing  equitably. 

6.  Ocean  Racing  —  We  have  changed  the  Danforth 
Series  to  a  four  race  series  by  holding  the  Waterhouse  and 
Buckner  Cup  on  alternate  years.  This  means  that  there  will 
only  be  one  long  ocean  race  in  the  series.  It  should  encourage 
more  participation .  ' The  Buckner  is  being  held  in  1980  on 
Memorial  Day  weekend.  We  are  considering  the  same  Friday 
night  start  with  a  raft  up  at  Bodega  Bay  on  Saturday  night. 
What  do  you  think? 

There  is  some  thought  that  the  Windjammers  Race  to  San¬ 
ta  Cruz  should  be  dropped  as  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Farallones 
Series.  This  would  make  this  series  a  4-race  series. 

Should  IOR  align  their  courses  with  PHRF? 

We  all  go  yacht  racing  because  it  is  fun.  Not  all  of  the  above 
ideas  are  good  >  ones.  However,  times  change,  people 
change,  and  boats  change.  It  follows  that  our  approach  to 
racing  must  change.  We  have  a  great  tradition  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay,  and  we  produce  great  sailors.  There  is  a  tendency 
to  become  slaves  of  the  tradition  and  lose  sight  of  our  real 
purpose  —  to  have  fun. 

There  is  going  to  be  a  large  turnout  of  IOR  boats  in  the 
Golden  Gate  Midwinter  series  commencing  on  November  4, 
1979.  If  you  have  a  yacht  with  a  certificate,  come  join  us! 

,  —  roger  hall 
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New!  the  BJ  17 


Full  Range  of  Sailing  Enjoyment. 


The  Wilderness  21 


The  Fox  25 


New!  Hans  Christian  37  The  Choate  27 


Hans  Christian  Yachts,  in  a 
continuing  effort  to  supply  a  boat 
for  every  type  of  sailing  pleasure, 
is  pleased  to  announce  dealer¬ 
ship  for  the  new  BJ  17. 

The  BJ  17  is  a  fine  example  of 
a  classic  form  developed  in  the 
early  1800's.  Originally  it  was 
designed  for  use  as  a  workboat 
off  Whitehall  Street  in  New  York 
Harbor.  Their  reputation  for  sea¬ 
worthiness  and  ease  of  handling 
is  legendary.  The  BJ  17,  orig¬ 
inally  a  “Whitehall  Pulling  Boat,” 
was  designed  by  Gary  W.  Mull 
using  data  from  Howard  Chapelle 
and  the  Smithsonian  Institute. 

Specifications  include:  length 
overall  167",  beam  4'8",  fiber¬ 
glass  hull,  teak  and  mahogany 
trim,  full  flotation,  Schaefer 
marine  gear,  Odyssey  sails,  and 
spars  by  Sailing  Supply. 


As  representatives  of  the  finest 
in  quality  sailing,  Hans  Christian 
Yachts  of  No.  California  is  proud 
to  offer  the  exciting  Wilderness 
21. 

The  Wilderness  21  is  not  just 
another  pretty  little  yacht.  She  is 
hand  built  with  the  finest  mater¬ 
ials  from  all  over  the  world,  by  a 
select  group  of  fine  craftsmen 
who  take  pride  in  their  work. 

Designed  by  Naval  Architect 
Chuck  Burns,  the  21  is  light  and 
highly  ballasted  with  lots  of  sail. 
This  tough  little  boat  will  cut 
thru  a  heavy  ocean  swell  or  glide 
along  on  a  glassy  bay,  always 
ahead  of  the  pack  in  light  airs 
like  nothing  you've  ever  seen  or 
sailed.  We  invite  you  to  take  a 
test  sail  for  a  quality  sailing  ex¬ 
perience. 


We  are  proud  to  announce  our 
new  exclusive  Northern  Califor¬ 
nia  dealership  for  the  Fox  25. 

Fox  Yachts,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Gary  W.  Mull  to  design 
this  first  of  the  Fox  line.  The  Fox 
25  was  designed  to  be  a  safe, 
comfortable  cruiser,  combining 
some  of  the  looks  and  sense  of 
older  boats  with  the  simplicity 
and  efficiency  of  more  modern 
designs.  With  a  clipper  bow, 
sweeping  shear  and  aft  raked 
transom  above  water  and  a  shoal 
but  highly  efficient  NACA  sec¬ 
tioned  long  fin  keel  and  rudder 
with  skeg  below,  the  Fox  25  com¬ 
bines  the  best  of  both  worlds. 
All  of  these  features  have  been 
worked  into  a  relatively  moderate 
sloop  rig  of  easily  handled  pro¬ 
portions.  Well  balanced  with  a 
turn  of  speed,  we  are  pleased  to 
represent  this  beautiful  pocket 
cruiser. 


.Brokerage  Specials, 


We  are  presently  carrying  a  fine  selection  of  previously  owned  yachts. 

25'  Folk  Boat  27'  Oday  36'  Islander 

25'  Coronado  27'  Cheoy  Lee  40'  Mariner 

27'  Choate  CF  30'  Tarten  46'  Franciscan  ketch 


Designed  by  Al  Mason,  this 
beautiful  37'  yacht  is  the  result 
of  his  design  that  won  the  Cruis¬ 
ing  World’s  National  competition 
for  1975. 

You  are  assured  of  world  ocean 
cruising  at  its  finest,  with  the 
solid  comfortable  feel  of  fine 
craftsmanship.  The  37  is  an  in¬ 
board  cutter  rig  with  featured 
such  as  outboard  rudder,  a  fine 
entry,  and  large  semi-flush  teak 
decks. 

Don't  miss  this  outstanding 
yacht  at  this  year's  Oakland  Boat 
Show. 

Specifications: 


LOA 

BEAM 

DRAFT 

DISPL. 

BALLASf 

SAIL  AREA 


367" 

12' 

5'4” 

2,200  lbs. 
8,000  lbs. 
586  Sq.  Ft. 


A  Scott  Kaufman  design,  built 
by  Dennis  Choate,  the  27  is  a 
light  displacement  boat  with 
room  found  in  larger  yachts.  With 
a  displacement  of  4,000  lbs.,  this 
yacht  promises  exhilarating  off- 
wind  performance.  Rates  well  in 
both  PHRF  and  IOR. 

LOA  27.9  P  34.5 

LWL  23.0  I  33.5 

BEAM  9.5  J  10.9 

DRAFT  5.4  E  11 

DISPL  4,000  LBS. 

BALLAST  2000  LBS. 

races  this  year. 

I.O. R. 

Corinthian  Mid-Winters 
1st  overall 

Metropolitan  Mid-Winter 
2nd  in  class 

Mora-Pete  Smith  Series  1st 
.  Ocean-Vallejo  1st  to  finish 
1  1st  in  class 
P.H.R.F.-150 
S.F.  to  San  Diego  2nd 


Ask  for  Yacht  Broker  Sam  Brooks. 

POWER  BOATS 

40'  Bluewater  Trawler  45'  Cris  Craft  Flush  Deck 
42'  Owens  57'  Cris  Craft  Motor  Yacht 


Hans  Christian 

33  ft.  •  34  ft.  •  37  ft.  •  38  ft.  •  43  ft. 


Exclusive  Northern  California  Dealership  for: 

BJ  17  Wilderness  Fox  Dennis  Choate  CF 

17  ft.  21  ft.  •  30  ft.  •  38  ft.  25  ft.  27  ft.  •  33  ft.  •  40  ft.  •  41  ft.  •  48  ft. 

Christian  jSchts 

Roger  &  Barbara  Wales  Northern  California 


2415  Mariner  Square  Drive,  Alameda,  Calif.  94501  •  Phone  (415)  521-1929 


CHANGES  IN  LATITUDES  CHANGES  IN  LATITUDES 


An  old  friend  of  ours,  Max  Zenobi,  was  back  in  town  for 
two  weeks  this  month.  Some  of  you  might  remember  him,  he 
raced  his  Overseas  41  ketch  against  Ty  Knudsen’s  (see  Ty 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  Westsail  43  in  our  second  issue.  Later 
we  met  Max  down  in  Cabo  San  Lucas  and  wrote  a  piece 
about  that. 

Well,  Max  was  back  up  in  the  States  to  get  his  visa  renew¬ 
ed  and  have  a  hamburger  and  fresh  milk.  Originally,  he  and 
his  wife  Vera  had  planned  to  sail  to  Italy,  but  since  arriving  in 
Baja  last  February,  they’ve  seen  no  reason  to  move  on  yet. 

Max  told  us  a  great  story  about  a  little  mining  town  up  the 
east  coast  of  the  Baja  peninsula  that  has  lots  of  French 
descendants.  In  the  town  there  is  a  most  unusual  church; 
unusual  for  anywhere,  but  absolutely  weird  for  desolate  Baja. 
It  turns  out  that  back  when  the  grand  Mr.  Eiffel  built  his 
famous  tower  in  Paris  for  the  World  Exposition,  he  also  built  a 
small  church  out  of  steel.  Well,,  after  some  kind  of  bungling, 
the  parts  for  that  church  did  not  go  to  Paris,  but  ended  up  on 
a  ship  that  sailed  around  the  horn  and  found  it’s  way  to  Santa 
Rosaria  in  Baja.  When  the  French  discovered  what  happened 
they  told  them  to  ship  it  back;  needless  to  say  Eiffel’s  church  is 
still  there.  That’s  the  story  Max  tells  us,  and  that’s  where  he’s 
headed  next.  We’ll  have  a  mucho  big  photo  spread  on  cruis¬ 
ing  in  Baja  next  month. 


We  recently  received  a  letter  from  Bob  and  Gail  Jensen  on 
their  Columbia  50,  Simoon.  Bob  and  Gail  have  so  far  hit 
Hawaii,  Palmyra,  Christmas,  and  Bora  Bora,  and  wrote  us 
from  Huahine.  This  is  their  third  adventure  in  the  south 
Pacific  and  they  hope  to  be  gone  up  to  two  years  and  go  as  far 
as  Australia.  \ 

One  of  their  best  discoveries  so  far  is  the  opening  of  a 
cruisers  yacht  club  in  Bora  Bora,  we’ll  have  an  article  on  that 
soon.  While  they  were  there,  they  ran  into  the  following 
boats:  Aikane,  a  New  Zealand  37  with  Mickey  Eleanor 
Beland  from  Garden  Grove;  Trips  II,  a  36’  tri  with  Shirley 
Poweli  and  Thor  Hargrave  from  Ninaimo,  B.C.;  Aloha,  a  Cal 
46  with  John,  Suzy,  Nick,  and  Steve  Murphy  from  Hanalei 
Kauai;  Petea,  a  Fuji  35  with  Charlie  Hawks  from  Palo  Alto; 
Venilia  from  Cap  Ferrat,  Italy;  Alpha  Centauri  from  Panama; 
and  Sarah  Noise  from  “Suisse.” 

40  miles  out  of  Palmyra,  on  the  way  to  Christmas,  the 
Jensens  had  a  weird  experience.  Gail  writes:  We  saw  a 
freighter  on  the  horizon,  it  was  unusual  for  there  are  rarely 
boats  in  the  area.  Bob  called  them  on  the  VHP  several  times, 
and  they  finally  returned  the  call  and  said  they  were  the 
Greek  ship  Star  Dephian,  and  asked  if  we  needed  anything. 
Bob  just  asked  for  the  position  to  keep  the  conversation  go¬ 
ing.  There  was  some  confusion  and  we  were  asked  to  wait. 
We  waited  until  the  ship  came  fairly  close  —  headed  right  at 
us.  Then  Captain  Rousos  came  on  the  radio  and  he  and  Bob 
got  into  a  lively  conversation,  in  which  the  Captain  told  us  we 
were  the  first  boat  they  had  seen  since  leavirig  Japan  on  their 


way  to  the  Panama  Canal. 

He  told  us  not  to  worry,  but  that  he  was  going  to  have  his 
ship  come  right  at  us  and  make  a  complete  circle  around  Si¬ 
moon  —  and  that’s  what  they  did,  going  very  fast!  All  the 
crew  came  up  on  deck  and  cheered  and  yelled,  they  were  on¬ 
ly  100  yards  or  so  away.  After  making  the  circle,  they  got 
back  on  course  and  the  Captain  said  that  he  had  to  leave  the 
radio  for  the  officers  were  now  going  to  throw  a  little  party. 
That’s  life  in  the  south  Pacific. 

Gail  wrote  that  they  were  having  a  great  time  meeting  old 
friends  they  had  met  two  years  ago.  They  said  they  had  given 
out  all  the  Latitude  38’ s  they  had,  so  we  sent  them  a  whole 
crate  for  when  they  arrive  in  Papeete.  More  on  the  Jensens  as 
they  continue  their  cruise. 

Sail  magazine  just  sent  us  a  copy  of  their  new  book:  BLUE 
WATER:  A  Guide  to  Self-Reliant  Sailboat  Cruising  by  Bob 
and  Nancy  Griffith.  Bob  Griffith  had  been  a  veterinarian  in 
northern  California  before  he  started  off  on  their  fantastic 
voyages.  Tragically,  he  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  Hawaii  on 
May  30th,  just  as  his  book  was  going  to  press.  He  was  63 
years  old,  and  preparing  to  head  for  French  Polyneasia  on 
another  cruise. 

Over  the  years  the  Griffiths  have  put  in  over  200,000  miles 
of  sailing  including  3  circumnavigations  —  including  a  record 
circumnavigation  of  Antartica  by  sail  of  88  days.  For  their 
outstanding  seamanship,  the  Griffith  family  was  presented 
with  the  Blue  Water  Medal  of  the  Cruising  Club  of  America, 
whose  other  recipients  include  Sir  Francis  Chichester,  Sir 
Alec  Rose,  Eric  and  Susan  Hiscock,  Hal  Rother,  Eric  Taberly, 
Miles  and  Beryl  Smeeton  and  John  Guzzwell. 

Rather  than  a  travelogue  of  their  voyages,  the  book  is  a 
practical  guide  to  the  things  they  have  learned  in  the  many 
miles  at  sea.  Topics  range  from  rudder  design,  helmsman’s 
butt,  piracy,  to  barnacle  chowder.  Not  overly  technical  and 
written  in  a  conversation  style,  we  enjoyed  it  a  lot. 

We’ll  leave  you  with  this  last  thought  from  Bob  Griffith,  a 
quote  from  his  book.  “Accept  reality.  The  lesson  that  the  sea 
teaches  you  is  that  you  must  sail  the  wind  you  have,  not  the 
one  you  wish  you  had,  or  the  one  you  thought  you  would 
have,  or  the  6ne  you  “ought”  to  have.  There  is  nothing 
malicious  in  the  sea  or  the  boat,  the  wind  or  the  rock.  You 
may  not  be  in  Command  of  the  situation,  but  you  can  make 
effective  response.  If  you  are  unable,  to  make  the  miles  spin 
off  the  stern,  make  your  boat  sail  her  best  with  the  conditions 
you  have.”  Good  thoughts  for  sailing,  and  some  for  life,  too. 


We’ll  close  our  cruising  pages  this  month  with  a  letter  from 
Annie  Sutter  to  Susie  Thomsen.  Annie  and  her  husband, 
Peter  Sutter  (who  makes  sails  in  Sausalito)  were  on  the  first 
leg  of  their  cruise  to  Hawaii,  Palmyra,  &  Christmas  Islands. 
Their  boat  is  Wild  Spirit,  a  Tom  Wylie  design  built  by  C&B 
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Bay  Area  Dealer:  Point  Bonita  Yacht  Sales 

built  by  55-C  Gate  5  Road,  Sausalito,  CA 

Gannon  Yachts  of  Petaluma  (415)  332-1130 


:  ■  - 
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Freya  39’s  are  strong,  safe,  comfortable 
and  fast. 


If  you’re  thinking  about  purchasing  a 
performance  cruising  boat  —  perhaps  a 
Valiant  40,  Peterson  44,  Pearson  40,  or 
Cal  39  —  why  not  take  a  few  minutes  to 
compare  the  Freya  39?  Compare  the  hull 
layup,  the  interior  space,  the  hardware. 
We  are  proud  of  our  family  cruising 
boat,  dnd  we  think  you’d  be  proud  to 
own  one. 

,#  :  %  K  --  ,  £  ' 

MF  -  f  -X  •  \  <,  ,  , 

,  ♦- . 

For  More  Information  on  the 
Freya  39,  Contact  Kent  Rupp 
At  Point  Bonita  Yacht  Sales. 
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CHANGES  IN  LATITUDES 


Marine  (Bob  and  Susie  Thomsen) ,  a  design  we  featured  some 
months  back. 

May  22 

Dear  Susie,  Funny  how  I  am  always  thinking  that  I  have  to 
tell  Susie  this!  Or  wouldn’t  Susie  just  die  at  that!  First  1  pictured 
myself  in  your  kitchen,  having  disembarked  immediately 
upon  arrival  in  Hilo,  telling  you  how  awful  cruising  is.  And  it 
surely  can  be  awful! 

After  a  glorious  sendoff  accompanied  by  Cherokee  and 
Spatziren  we  settled  down  to  the  sounds  of  the  seasick,  then 
found  diesel  fuel  all  over  the  floorboards.  Other  than  the 
smell,  (which  certainly  encourages  barfing,)  I  wasn’t  too  con¬ 
cerned  until  I  found  that  it  had  crept  under  the  shelves  in  the 
galley  cupboard,  up  onto  higher  shelves  and  the  ham  was 
standing  in  a  pool  of  diesel  gravy  and  all  the  bread  was  soak¬ 
ed.  Then  the  beef  stew  went  over  in  the  icebox  spewing  car¬ 
rots  and  tomato  sauce  on  everything.  Oh  yes  Susie!  Cruising 
is  great! 

And  then  five  days  of  cold  drizzle.  Found  that  the  onions 
were  stored  in  bilgewater  so  1  spread  the  bag  to  dry  on  the 
galley  floor.  That  morning  the  top  fell  off  the  coffee  pot  and 
the  coffee  poured  all  over  the  onions.  Then  as  I  scrambled 
(too  many)  eggs  to  the  lurch  of  the  starboatd  tack,  one  leapt 
from  the  bowl  and  slithered  down  all  the  shelves  under  the 
orange  dishpan.  Another  jumped  from  the  frying  pan  and  ran 
into  the  stove  and  the  towel  1  used  to  wipe  it  caught  on  fire  — 
yes  Susie!  1  will  be  home  on  the  next  plane! 

And  then  when  all  the  bumps  have  hardened  on  one  side 
of  my  head,  toes  and  shins,  we  go  on  to  port  tack.  Food  flies 
out  of  the  oven,  bottles  out  of  cupboards,  you  fall  off  the 
head,  and  water  pours  itself  onto  the  counter.  Last  night  I  was 
trying  over  hard  to  field  the  lasagne  as  it  came  out  of  the  oven 
and  pushed  it  over  backwards,  upside-down.  We  managed  to 
save  half  of  it  in  spite  of  the  fire,  and  I  leave  it  to  your  imagina¬ 
tion  what  1  cleaned  off  the  burners  this  moring.  The  tomatoes 
burst  all  over  the  potatoes.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  tomato  rot 
from  the  inside  out?  You  pick  a  perfect  looking  tomato 
and  SQUISH!  As  I  threw  one  over  the  side  it  smeared  two 
winches  and  went  plop  on  the  cockpit  teak. 

Then  one  day  the  sun  came  out.  And  we  caught  a  big  tuna. 
And  then  it  was  our  anniversary  and  we  had  champagne  in 
the  cockpit.  Then  we  hit  a  high  with  no  wind  and  just  rolling 
seas  and  had  to  motor  though  a  pink  and  gold  sunset.  I  saw 
rain  raining  a  rainbow.  After  slogging  along  for  two  days  at 
2-3  knots  we  found  the  trades,  the  Hawaiian  Sleighride,  Peter 
said .  I  sat  on  the  pulpit  seat  under  the  spinnaker  with  the  bow 
rising  and  then  dipping  my  feet  under. 

I  don’t  feel  claustrophobic  at  all  in  this  small  space  with  five 
people  living  in  it.  I  don’t  feel  like  a  tiny  dot  in  a  big  sea 
although  that  is  probably  a  sign  of  stupidity  for  we  are  indeed 
a  dot  in. an  immensity. 

May  24 

Today  it  was  beautiful,  two  drifters  forward,  no  main,  and 


CHANGES  IN  LATITUDES 


we  just  zoomed  along  —  a  beautiful  spread  Of  colors  with  no 
one  to  see  but  the  birds  —  and  a  nice  motion.  On  Ross’  birth¬ 
day,  1  thought  of  you  again  as  I  made  an  eight  course  Chinese 
dinner  starting  with  dim  sum  made  from  scratch  (successful) 
served  in  my  steamer  which  1  sneaked  aboard.  Ha,  Ha,  Sut¬ 
ter!  A  captive  client  for  a  Chinese  dinner. 

May  27 

A  ghastly,  overcast  day  and  we’re  wallowing  —  first  one 
side,  then  the  other.  Tossed  around  in  my  bunk  as  I  write, 
and  I  can  hear  bottles  and  pans  going  sli-i-de— clunk,  sli-i-de-- 
crash.  Knocked  around,  rolling,  bored  —  is  this  fun?  A  friend 
told  me  cruising  was  99%  boredom  and  1%  stark  terror.  All  I 
await  is  the  terror. 

I  am  getting  sick  of  cooking!  Food  coming  on  watch,  food 
going  off  watch,  three  squares  a  day,  and  all  day  long  pots, 
pans,  cups  and  glasses  reappear  in  the  sink.  I  tried  to  make 
bread  three  times  and,  failed.  I  don’t  seem  to  understand 
yeast,  and  My  God!  It  takes  a  whole  morning  and  three  or 
four  pans  and  then  I  could  club  someone  to  death  with  the 
finished  lumpy  Bisquick  creations.  And  if  Sutter  can  think  of 
any  condiment  he  could  possibly  want,  I  have  to  dig  it  out  of 
its  deep  down  inaccessible  hiding  place  and  then  do  a  dance 
to  keep  it  from  flying  off  the  table. 

Cruising  is  great,  but  let  me  tell  you  to  be  thankful  for  a 
floor  that  does  not  leap  up  at  you,  the  flush  handle  on  your 
toilet,  a  sink  you  don’t  fall  into,  and  an  oven  that  doesn’t 
empty  in  your  lap.  Four  more  days  if  our  wind  stays.  Hope  for 
us  that  the  sun  comes  out  and  that  we  catch  a  mahi-mahi.  I 
miss  you,  and  give  my  love  to  Bob  and  Andrea. 

v  June  1 

Me  again.  We  did  catch  our  mahi,  and  the  killing  of  it  was 
awful.  ‘Magellan’  hit  Hilo  right  on  the  nose  May  31  —  we 
could  see  the  lights  at  midnight  and  there  was  a  wonderful 
land  smell  of  flowers  and  sugar  cane  and  we  came  in  with  the 
sun  rising  over  Mauna  Kea.  Now  off  for  a  hot  tub  and  a  cold 
swim  —  Adios! 

—  annie  sutter 


Latitude  38,  greatly  appreciates  being  informed  of  who  is  go¬ 
ing  cruising  when,  and  who  has  just  come  back.  If  you’d  like 
to  pass  on  any  such  information,  or  have  any  cruising  letters 
to  share  with  our  readers,  please  forward  them  to  Latitude 
38,  P.O.  Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA.  94965. 
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SIGHTINGS 


confined  <8b  congested 

Back  in  January  of  1977  some  well-meaning  bureaucrat  (we’re 
aware  of  the  contradiction)  in  the  Coast  Guard  decided  that  for  safe¬ 
ty’s  sake  “congested  and  confined  waters”  which  are  “specially 
hazardous  areas”  should  be  identified  for  the  purposes  of  instituting 
special  navigating  restrictions. 

Naturally  the  first  thing  they  did  was  have  each  Coast  Guard 
District  commander  list  the  waters  in  his  area  which  are  “confined 
and  congested”  or  “especially  hazardous.”  The  general  rule  in  the 
military  is  to  CYA  (cover  your  ass,)  so  the  lists  that  came  from  each 
District  Commander  encompassed  just  about  any  area  that  ever  had 
any  kind  of  boat  traffic.  The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Coast  Guard 
Districts  —  which  Califonria  is  in  —  came  up  with  the  following  loca-, 
tions:  The  entrance  to  San  Diego  Harbor,  the  channel  entrances  to 
Long  Beach  and  Los  Angeles  Harbors,  Port  Hueneme,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay,  channels  in  San  Pablo  Bay,  Suisun  Bay,  Sacramento  and 
San  Joaquin  Rivers,  Oakland  Harbor,  Richmond  Harbor,  and' 
Southampton  Shoal  Channel.  Up  north,  Humboldt  Bay  is  included. 
These  then  are  “confined  or  congested  waters”  which  are  “especially 
hazardous”  or  at  least  deemed  so  for  the  purposes  of  “Improving 
Government  Regulations.” 

District  commanders  had  been  directed  to  consult  the  local  public 
to  the  maximum  possible  extent,  considering  time  restraints.  Did  you 
ever  hear  about  this?  Nobody  we  knew  did  either. 

We  called  Peter  Rennard  over  at  the  Coast  Guard  to  ask  what 
special  navigational  regulations  were  being  contemplated  for  these 
congested  areas.  He  said  the  bottom  line  was  the  it  would  require 
certain  additional  things  on/y  of  vessels  over  100  tons  —  i.e.,  that 
they  have  somebody  standing  by  in  the  engine  room  as  well  as  the 
bridge,  that  they  have  an  anchor  ready,  and  other  recommendations 
relating  to  radar  and  radio  communications. 

Rennard  said  specifically  that  it’s  “not  to  affect  the  conduct  of  any 
marine  events  in  the  Bay.”  Even  if  that’s  not  the  intention,  we  asked 
Rennard  if  that  might  not  be  the  effect  down  the  road  a  few  years.  If 
the  Bay  is  labeled  “especially  hazardous”,  might  it  not  eventually 
lead  to  some  misintended  consequences  that  would  be  bad  news  to 
sailors?  He  agreed  that  it  could,  perhaps,  happen. 

Mr.  Rennard  suggested  that  readers  who  wish  to  object  to  such  a 
designation  for  the  Bay  should  write  to  the  following  complicated  ad¬ 
dress:  Commandant  (G-CMC-/81),  (CGD-77-196),  U.S..  Coast 
Guard,  Washington,  D.C.  20590.  Be  sure  to  include  the  “docket 
number”  (CGD-77-196)  so  they  know  what  you’re  talking  about. 
Originally  the  final  date  for  comments  on  this  matter  was  June  of  this 
year,  but  it  was  extended. 

If  you  object,  pick  up  your  pencil. 

there  is  nothing  wrong  with  your  eyes 

We  know  that  some  lines  and  paragraphs  —  hell,  even  whole 
stories  —  look  a  little  darker  than  others.  Like  we  say,  there  is 
nothing  wrong  with  your  eyes.  We  finally  got  around  to  cleaning  up 
some  of  the  alphabetical  filmstrips  in  our  typesetting  machine  —  and 
you  can  see  what  a  difference  it  makes.  Apologies. 


October  is  mid-winter? 


It  must  be,  because  the  Corinthian 
YC  Tiburon  will  be  holding  its  first  mid- 
Winter  race  on  October  14th.  There  will 
be  three  other  dates;  November  11th, 
December  9th,  and  January  27th  —  to 
round  out  the  series  which  is  open  to  all 
qualified  YRA  boats.  There  will  be  IOR, 
PHRF,  and  One-Design  racing. 

Who,  you  wonder,  wants  to  race  in 
the  winter?  Heck,  just  about  everyone. 
For  one  thing,  it’s  a  good  time  for 
owners  of  new  boats  and  first-time 
owners  to  get  the  kinks  out  and  the  crew 
broke  in,  in  a  friendly  and  encouraging 
atmosphere.  Another  reason  is  that  it’s 
warm,  that’s  ricjht,  frequently  much 
warmer  than  in  the  summer.  The  third 
reason  is  thiat  it  keeps  your  boat  from 
slipping  into  disrepair  from  lack  of  use 
—  and  that  is  a  sensitive  problem. 

Don’t  think  that  the  Corinthian  is  the 
only  club  with  a  mid-Winters.  Gosh  No! 
The  Sausalito  Cruising  Club  for  exam¬ 
ple  will  have  races  on  November  10, 
December  8,  January  26,  February  23 
and  March  22.  They’re  friendly  as  chip¬ 
munks  over  there,  and  toss  the  races 
open  to  all  YRA  type  boats,  and  don’t 
require  that  you  belong  to  a  yacht  club. 

Nor  can  we  forget  the  very  popular 
Golden  Gate  YC  Manual  Fagundes 
MidWinters,  with  races  on  November  4, 
December  2,  January  6  and  February 
3rd.  You  must  belong  to  a  YRA  yacht 
club  to  race,  and  you  may  sail  one- 
design,  PHRF,  or  IOR.  The  Golden 
Gate  YC  is  proud  of  their  Mid-Winters, 
as  you  can  tell  from  their  news  release: 
“Historically,  the  San  Francisco  city 
front  is  the  only  place  on  San  Francisco 
Bay  with  dependable  wind  in  the 


winter.  Sunny,  crisp,  windless  mornings 
are  a  rule,  with  5  to  15  knots  puffing  up 
shortly  after  noon.  These  conditions 
have,  since  1962,  drawn  yachts  from 
every  club  in  the  Bay  Area  to  participate 
in  this  classic  series.”  That’s  what  they 
tell  us. 

The  fourth  Bay  Area  club  to  offer  a 
mid-Winter  series  —  with  a  super  extra 
bonus  —  is  the  Metropolitan  Yacht  Club 
of  Oakland.  They  have  races  for  YRA, 
MORA,  PHRF,  and  SYRA  type  yachts, 
on  November  17-18,  December  15-16, 
January  19-20,  and  February  16-17. 
Depending  on  what  kind  of  boat  you 
have,  you  race  on  one  or  both  of  the 
two  days  of  each  weekend  listed.  All 
races  are  held  in  the  Olympic  Circle  off 
Berkeley.  All  appropriate  boats  are  in¬ 
vited,  since  yacht  club  membership  is 
not  required,  and  everyone  is  invited  to 
use  the  clubhouse  after  the  race. 

Now  for  the  Metropolitan’s  extra 
bonus.  The  Metro  YC  will  sponsor  a 
seminar  preceeding  each  of  the  club’s 
race  dates,  a  seminar  to  help  you  sail 
better  in  the  upcoming  race.  The  first  is 
November  14th  and  features  Jack 
Feller,  who  will  speak  on  “Race  Rules.” 
Dennis  Connor  is  a  “tentative”  for  a 
“Starting  Tactics”  seminar  on  December 
12.  January  15th,  Steve  Taft  will  speak 
on  “Sail  Trim,”  and  February  12  Came 
Richards  will  talk  on  “Tide  &  Tactics  in 
S.F.  Bay”  —  that’s  one  we’d  really  like 
to  hear.  These  speakers  are  all  first  rate, 
and  experts  on  their  subjects.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  seminars,  and  the 
Metro  YC  series,  cal  1(415)  832-6757. 

The  other  numbers:  Corinthian  YC, 
(415)  435-4771;  Sausalito  Cruising 
Club,  (415)  332-9349;  Golden  Gate 
YC,  (415)  587-4967. 
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weaver  regatta 


On  October  28,  1978  Charlie  and  Helen  Weaver  left  American 
Samoa  bound  for  Tonga  on  their  45-ft  motorsailer,  Valhalla.  They 
never  arrived. 

Exactly  what  happened  to  the  Weavers  is  still  a  mystery.  There 
was  a  storm  that  developed  in  the  area,  and  the  Valhalla’s  transom 
was  eventually  discovered  washed  up  on  a  Savaii  Island  reef,  far  off 
the  course  to  Tonga.  Originally  there  was  speculation  that  she  was  hit 
by  another  ship,  but  that  notion  has  since  been  discounted.  There  is 
some  reason  to  believe  there  might  have  been  an  explosion  —  there 
were  reports  that  butane  was  being  carried  in  the  engine  room  and 
the  transom  showed  indications  that  an  explosion  may  have  taken 
place  —  but  there  is  far  from  sufficient  evidence  for  this  theory. 

Early  this  year  we  received  a  call  from  one  of  the  Weaver’s 
daughters,  Patti  Harder,  who  was  still  clinging  to  hope  that  her 
parents  were  still  alive.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  liferaft  and 
dinghy  known  to  be  stowed  on  deck  were  not  among  the  wreckage 
found  by  the  islanders.  Patti  hopes  that  maybe  they  took  to  the  raft 
and  drifted  to  one  of  the  many  uninhabited  islands  in  the  area. 
Originally  a  blessing  at  sea  was  planned  f6r  the  Weavers  this  April, 
but  it  was  postponed  in  the  hppe  they  may  still  be  alive. 

Charlie  Weaver  had  been  Commodore  of  the  Sausalito  Cruising 
Club  in  1973  and  was  respected  as  a  fine  racer.  He  and  Helen 
departed  San  Francisco  bay  on  Valhalla  in  1974  and  spent  the  ensu¬ 
ing  four  years  enjoying  their  retirement  by  cruising  Mexico,  Central 
America,  the  Galapagos,  and  then  to  the,  south  Pacific. 

In  memory  of  Charlie  and  Helen  Weaver,  Bob  Hunter  has 
donated  a  beautiful  ship’s  wheel  as  a  trophy  for  the  Sausalito  Cruis¬ 
ing  Club’s  “Around  Angel  Island  Race”,  now  to  be  known  as  the 
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energy  the  coast 

When  we  were  young  and  used  to  surf  all  the  time,  boat-owners 
were  the  most  hated  group  of  all.  They  wanted  to  build  marinas  for 
their  boats,  and  marinas  invariably  interfered  with  some  nice  surf 
spot. 

Now  that  we  sail,  it  looks  as  if  we’re  going  to  have  to  rail  against 
another  enemy.  The  energy  monster.  Just  a  week  or  so  ago,  the 
Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  approved  the  application  of 
the  CNG  terminal  near  Point  Conception,  the  last  permit  hurdle  for 
proponents,  in  what  had  been  a  six  year  battle.  We’re  pretty  angry 
about  this;  not  only  was  Little  Cojo  —  the  actual  site  —  the  best  an¬ 
chorage  next  to  Point  Conception,  but  it  was  also  a  good  spot  to  surf. 

And  while  it’s  a  long  way  across  the  country,  it  looks  like  Cape 
Cod  is  about  to  bite  the  energy  bullet.  The  Carter  administration  is 
going  to  allow  drilling  for  gas  and  oil  on  the  Georges  Bank,  not  only  a 
fine  sailing  area,  but  it  has  been  an  excellent  fishing  ground  for  over 
350  years. 

cheoy  lee  cruising  club 

Now  in  its  second  year,  the  Cheoy  Lee  Cruising  Club  has  more 
members  than  anyone  can  count.  Our  vessels  range  in  size  from 
Frisco  Flyers  (26’)  to  Offshore  40’s.  Over  the  year  our  band  of  in¬ 
trepid  sailors  has  set  forth  into  the  unknown,  covering  such  far 
reaching  areas  as  the  Delta,  Bodega  Bay,  Lakeville  (up  the  Petaluma 
River,)  and  a  yearly  autumn  jaunt  to  Monterey.  Usually  five  or  six 
vessels  make  these  trips  together,  though  we  are  constantly  on  the 
lookout  for  more  adventurers. 

Several  times  a  year,  we  all  get  together  for  dinners,  where  our 
Chairman  Bev  Galloway  ( Ishmael ,  Offshore  40,)  officiates  at  the 
proceedings.  Undoubtably  the  highlight  of  the  year  is  our  annual 
Chinese  Fire  Drill  where  we  race  madly  about  the  Bay  (in  some  kind 
of  order  that  is  a  well-kept  secret.)  The  winner  of  the  race  has  to  pay 
for  the  wine  at  dinner,  and  usually  there  is  a  mad  dash  to  come  in  se¬ 
cond.  This  year’s  race,  held  in  May,  was  an  opportunity  for  two  near 
collisions,  one  almost  sinking  and  a  laceration.  If  was  a  good  day  for 
all,  since  my  boat,  Seabird,  Frisco  Flyer  111  26’,  won. 

We  have  had  lovely  days  on  the  ocean  sailing  up  and  down  the 
coast,  quiet  days  along  the  rivers  where  we  swim  and  water  ski  (try 
that  behind  a  22  horsepower  engine;)  days  where  we  have  sailed  in¬ 
terminably  in  fog,  and  days  where  we  flew  across  the  Bay.  We  have 
perfected  the  kid  pass,  where  children  from  one  vessel  hop  onto 
another  in  the  middle  of  the  Bay.  We  have  also  invented  marvelous 
Cheoy  Lee  dinners  and  quaffed  immeasurable  quantities  of  white 
wine  (while  anchored.)  It  is  important  to  note  that  now  that  we  are 
two  years  old,  every  vessel  has  gone  aground  a  least  once  (if  not 
twice)  and  we  boast  enough  mechanics  to  do  our  engine  repairs,  best 
done  in  the  fog  with  a  good  sea  running. 

If  anyone  would  like  to  join  our  club,  either  as  Cheoy  Lee  vessel 
owners,  or  associate  members,  friends  of  skippers,  etc.,  please  drop 
a  note  to  Bev  Galloway,  Cheoy  Lee  Cruising  Club,  P.O.  Box  1616, 
Sausalito,  CA  94965.  Or  cali  me,  Susanna  Van  Leuven  at  (415) 
457-9028. 

Our  Monterey  Cruise  is  coming  up  in  mid-October.  Please  join  us. 


moore24 


Latitude  38, 

As  usual,  the  Moore  24  Nationals 
^.were  as  wild  as  always.  Though  the 
conditions  for  the  first  three  races  on 
Saturday  were  light  (10-12  knots),  the 
competition  was  fierce.  With  20  of  the 
28  starters  converging  at  each  mark,  I 
decided  to  compose  the  sailors  Funk  & 
Wagnals  of  swear  words  and  sailing 
terms,  all  able  to  be  read  aloud  in  two 
minutes. 

With  many  recalls  at  each  start,  the 
first  place  boats  only  turned  back  to  start 
again  if  they  saw  at  least  half  of  the  fleet 
doing  so.  Interestingly  enough,  nine 
boats  from  the  Tahoe  fleet  turned  out  to 
do  battle.  To  the  surprise  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  sailors,  they  were  very  competitive 
with  several  boats  in  the  first  place 
standings  all  weekend,  and  one  boat, 


bumper  stickers 

No  one  has  yet  given  the  exact  cor¬ 
rect  answer  to  last  month’s  bumper 
sticker  quiz.  It  is:  Two  Lasers  competing 
in  the  Laser  Nationals  in  Santa  Cruz 
(won  by  Craig  Healy.) 

This  month  we’ll  have  an  easier  ques¬ 
tion  .  What  is  the  sum  of  2  plus  2?  If  you 
can  answer  that  question,  and  send  us  a 
self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope, 
we’ll  send  you  a  free  “Latitude  38  —  the 
sailing  is  great”  bumper  sticker. 


SIGHTINGS 


Airborne,  taking  third  over-all. 

Sunday  was  a  different  story,  with 
early  race  conditions,  30  knot  winds 
and  later  with  gusts  to  45  knots.  While 
averaging  12’s  and  hitting  occasional 
18’s  and  19’s,  I  was  barely  able  to  catch 
a  glimpse  of  the  committee  boat  (a  Col¬ 
umbia  50),  as  we  flew  past.  They  were 
bobbing  so  badly  on  their  mooring,  1 
suspect  they  finally  succumbed  to  the 
vomituous  conditions  and  cancelled  the 
final  race  of  the  series.  Faces  of  crew 
members  as  they  were  breaking  into  the 
high  teens  down  wind  are  not  to  be 
forgotten.  Surprise  of  surprises,  the 
Tahoe  people  were  pretty  tough,  with 
finishers  scattered  throughout  the  fleet 
of  Santa  Cruzers.  Looks  like  a  / 
reciprocal  mini  national  is  brewing  at 
Tahoe  for  the  Santa  Cruz  folks  to  show 
their  stuff  at  tricky  Tahoe! 

First  place  —  Bob  Simpkins, 
Equinox,  9Vi\  Second'  place,  Bill 
McMurray,  Blue  Boat,  27  points;  Third 
place,  Jay  Graham,  Airborne,  30 
points. 


subscriptions 

The  subscription  form  is  not  in  its 
usual  place  this  month.  It  got  replaced 
by  a  last-minute  ad.  So,  if  you’d  like  to 
subscribe  to  Latitude  38,  send  $7.50  for 
one  year  to:  Latitude  38,  P.O.  Box  / 
1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94965. 


weaver  regatta  ' 
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“Weaver  Regatta”.  Like  Charlie  Weaver,  Bob  Hunter  is  a  past  Com¬ 
modore  of  the  Cruising  Club  and  the  two  frequently  raced  together. 

The  Weaver  Regatta  will  be  held  October  27th  and  will  be  an  an¬ 
nual  event.  The  starting  line  is  at  Knox  with  the  first  gun  at  noon; 
starting  times  of  classes  will  be  determined  by  the  number  of  entries. 
Depending  on  the  amount  of  wind  there  will  be  a  long  and  a  short 
course.  How  do  you  shorten  a  course  around  Angel  Island?  The 
‘long  course’  includes  a  leg  around  Southampton  Shoal  platform. 

All  boats  will  race  with  PHRF  ratings,  and  the  entry  fee  of  $5  must 
be  in  by  October  15.  You  need  not  be  a  member  of  a  yacht  club  to 
enter  the  race. 

Participating  in  the  race  is  a  good  way  to  remember  the  Weavers, 
by  doing  what  they  loved  best  —  sailing.  For  information  call  the 
Cruising  Club  Hotline  at  332-9349  or  write  them  at  Box  155, 
Sausalito,  94965. 


what’s  in  a  name? 

Naming  a  boat  can  be  a  bit  of  a  tricky  thing.  Some  people,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  get  infatuated  with  certain  things  they  like,  and  inflict  that 
name  on  their  defenseless  boat.  The  absolutely  most  abhorrent  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  we’ve  seen  locally  are  Blow  Job  and  Valium.  But  then, 
there’s  the  guy  who  hates  something  so  much  he  is  again  using  his 
defenseless  boat  to  rail  out  against  it:  The  worst  offender  we’ve  seen 
of  that  nature  is  Jonathan  Livingston  Vulture. 

sailing  club  for  women 

How  about  a  new  concept  in  sailing  clubs?  Why???  Although  there 
are  boating  clubs  in  the  bay  area,  they  tend  to  attract  men  and  not 
women  —  since  traditionally  sailing  has  been  a  “man’s”  sport.  There 
is  no  reason  for  this,  really,  because,  although  there  are  certain  dex¬ 
trous  and  manual  skills  to  be  performed  on  a  sailing  vessel,  it  is  more 
a  sport  of  thought  and  control  than  one  of  mere  muscle. 

With  this  in  mind,  Carolyn  Findley  and  Jacqueline  Bogue  have 
created  the  Lorelei  —  “A  Woman's  Sailing  Club”.  Just  in  the  beginn¬ 
ing  stages,  the  Club  already  has  two  fine  sailing  vessels.  B.F.D.  a 
Cal-20,  and  Nefertiti,  a  Peterson  25,  are  both  berthed  in  Sausalito. 

If  you  don’t  know  how  to  sail  —  that’s  alright  too!  The  Lorelei  of¬ 
fers  a  series  of  lessons  based  upon  individual  experience  and  re¬ 
quirements,  including  basic  sailing,  brush-up  or  advanced. 

Costs  on  both  the  Club  membership  and  lessons  will  be  held  to  a 
minimum  and  will  be  considerably  lower  than  any  other  Club  in  the 
area.  ^ 

The  Lorelei  hopes  to  attract  women  interested  in  sailing,  whether 
it’s  racing,  cruising,  learning,  or  just  having  a  relaxed  place  to  enter¬ 
tain  out-of-town  guest,  clients,  or  friends. 

If  you’re  interested  in  the  Lorelei,  or  wish  additional  information, 
contact  Jacqueline  Bogue  at  929-8402. 
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do  you  sail  thru  the  gate  in  fog? 

If  you  do,  you  might  want  to  know  that  the  Coast  Guard  is  con¬ 
sidering  changing  the.  Mile  Rock  fog  signal  from  once  every  15 
seconds  to  once  every  30  seconds.  At  the  same  time  they  would 
change  the  Point  Diablo  fog  signal  from  once  every  30  seconds  to 
once  every  15  seconds.  (Point  Diablo  is  halfway  between  the  bridge 
and  Point  Bonita  on  the  Marin  side  of  the  Gate.) 

Since  the  Mile  Rock  and  Diablo  signal  characteristics  are  so  similar 
(Mile  Rock  is  2  seconds,  Diablo  is  3  seconds  long)  it  seems  like  the 
proposed  virtual  reversing  of  these  signals  might  confuse  the  hell  out 
of  a  skipper  in  a  confusing  fog.  Particularly  if  he’s  got  a  chart  with 
out-of-date  information. 

The  rationale  behind  making  the  change  is  that  it  would  allow  a 
much  more  reliable  fog  signal  power  plant  to  be  installed  on  Mile 
Rock,  thus  making  the  fog  signal  more  reliable.  If  you’d  like  to  ex¬ 
press  an  opinion  on  this  matter  —  or  any  other  navigational  matter, 
write  the  12th  Coast  Guard  District,  at  630  Sansome  St.,  in  San 
Francisco.  94126. 


attention  venture  21  owners 

Wayne  Moscow  of  San  Rafael  owns  a  Venture  21  and  has  been  ; 
having  a  lot  of  fun  racing  it  in  the  Sausalito  C.C.  Friday  series  and; 
even  in  the  Friday  nite  series  in  the  Oakland  Estuary.  Wayne  would; 
like  to  get  other  Venture  21  owners  together  to  qualify  to  race  the; 
boat  in  SYRA  (Small  Yacht  Racing  Association).  He  says  about  five 
boats  are  needed  to  apply. 

If  you  own  a  Venture  21  why  not  give  the  idea  some  thought.  It’s  a 
good  way  to  get  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  developing  a  class,  and  a 
nice  way  to  meet  new  sailors. v Write  Wayne  at  3095  X  Kerner  Blvd., 
in  San  Rafael,  94901.  Or,  give  him  a  call  at  453-7560. 


interested  in  cruising  boats 

Last  month  we  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  print  a  letter  from  Bill 
and  Diane  Pool  of  Redwood  City.  In  that  letter  they  put  out  feelers  to 
see  if  there  would  be  interest  in  a  gathering  of 
owners/builders/interested  parties  in  Bill  Atkins  designed  sailboats. 

The  interest  must  be  there.  Bill  and  Diane  wrote  to  tell  us  they  got 
calls  from  all  over  and  that  there  will  be  an  afternoon  of  socializing 
and  dinner  at  the  Encinal  YC  in  Alameda  on  November  10.  In¬ 
terested  folks  should  call  them  at  366-2196  or  write  them  at  750  Se¬ 
cond  St.,  Redwood  City  94603  for  more  information  or  reservations 
for  berth  space  and  dinner. 

We  think  Bill  and  Diane  have  a  super  idea,  since  there  is  currently 
little  occasion  for  sailors  with  similar  cruising  boats  to  get  together  and 
exchange  ideas  and  tales.  If  Latitude  38  can  be  of  assistance  in  get¬ 
ting  any  other  groups  together,  please  let  us  know  because  that’s 
what  we’re  here  for. 


— 
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tips  for  cruisers 

So  as  not  to  be  the  Ugly  American, 
the  courteous  cruiser  is  careful  to  blend 
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in  with  the  natives  of  the  country  he  is 
visiting. 

As  we  can  learn  from  the  photos 
here,  in  St.  Tropez  clothing  of  any  kind, 
is  pretty  much  frowned  on.  Oh,  a  pair  of 
panties  here,  maybe  some  little  rubber 
boots  there,  but  be  careful  not  to  overdo 
with  the  clothes  trip. 

Voulez-vous  sailez  a  la  Tropez? 


hi,  this  is  pat  summers!  for  true  value  hardware 

or  maybe  Joe  Garagiola  for  Chysler,  or  Puff  and  Dough  for 
Pillsbury,  or  0.  J.  for  Dingo  Boots.  We  don’t  much  mind  if  other  peo¬ 
ple  lend  their  name  to  sell  products,  but  we  do  mind  if  someone 
lends  Latitude’s  38’s  name  to  their  product  or  sales  effort. 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  certain  folks  have  been  using 

Latitude  38  bought  one  of  these”  as  a  sales  tool.  Some  novices 
•  might  be  fooled  into  thinking  that  this  is  some  kind  of  recommenda¬ 
tion.  It’s  not.  You  have  no  way  of  knowing  the  reasons  why  we 
bought  a  specific  product,  nor  do  you  have  any  way  of  knowing 
whether  or  not  we  are  satisfied  with  it. 

Sailing  is  an  activity  that  requires  each  person  to  think  for  themself. 
If  you’re  going  to  buy  a  product,  do  it  because  you  know  it’s  the  one 
you  want,  or  on  the  advice  of  experts. 

Publishers  we  are,  sailors  we  are  —  experts  we  are  not!  O.K.? 

gary  (feted 

If  you  didn’t  make  it  to  the  Corinthian  YC’s  packed  house  fund¬ 
raiser  for  the  Olympics,  featuring  Ted  Turner  and  Gary  Jobson,  we’d 
like  to  say  a  thing  or  two  about  it.  It  was  great.  It  was  super. 

Susan  Vaughn,  who  sometimes  writes  nice  articles  for  Latitude 
38,  headed  the  Corinthian  committee  that  did  such  a  professional 
job  of  putting  the  evening  on.  To  set  the  atmosphere,  Jim  DeWitt’s 
paintings  of  naked  women  and  boats  were  hung  from  the  walls. 
There  was  plenty  of  good  food,  and  it  was  neither  cold  nor  rubber. 

Before  getting  to  the  speakers,  Susan  introduced  Kimball  Liv¬ 
ingston  who  writes  the  yachting  material  for  the  Chronicle.  Had  his 
-editors  been  there,  the  thundering  ovation  he  received  would  have 
brought  tears  to  their  eyes.  (Half  of  the  Latitude  38  ‘we’  was  also  in¬ 
troduced.  Luckily  the  food  was  too  good  to  throw  and  we  were  in  a 
distant  comer,  out  of  the  range  of  most  of  the  audience.) 

Jobson  got  up  and  was  all  east  coast.  Formal,  straight,  profes¬ 
sional.  The  antithesis  of  everthing  we  stand  for  —  but  damn,  he  was 
good,  showing  slides  of  12s,  of  Tallinn,  Russia,  and  of  the  Fastnet. 

Then  Turner,  drink  in  hand,  came  to  the  microphone.  He  wasn’t 
bashful,  and  the  fact  that  he  began  speaking  into  a  dead  microphone 
‘didn’t  bother  him  in  the  least.  He  just  started  talking.  And  sipping. 
Consequently  his  conversation  tended  to  wander;  but  no  matter 
where  it  rambled,  the  audience  was  happy  to  follow  right  along  with 
him.  What  an  entertainer!  He  had  the  audience  won  over  in  just 
minutes.  He  proceeded  to  talk  and  answer  questions  in  his  own  uni¬ 
que  way  —  a  little  serious,  sarcastic,  self-depreciating,  smart-assed, 
and  comical  —  all  at  once. 

Whatever  people  had  thought  of  him  before  the  evening  had 
started,  they  all  left  with  the  identical  impression.  That  the  ‘real’  Ted 
Turner,  is  ‘Ted  Turner,  just  folks.’  Turner  talked  for  half  an  hour  —  a 
perfect  length  of  time.  When  it  was  over,  he  got  a  wonderful  ovation. 
We  can’t  remember  when  we  had  seen  a  more  completely  entertain¬ 
ed  and  satisfied  audience. 

Turner  then  graciously  autographed  copies  of  his  and  Jobson’s 
book  for  the  gentlemen  and  smooched  with  the  ladies.  Mighty  fine, 
mighty  fine. 
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SIGHTINGS 

i 


clarification  on 
boat  financing 


When  people  buy  boats,  they  have  traditionally  gone  to  a  bank  or 
their  credit  union  to  finance  80  to  90%  of  the  cost.  Recently, 
however,  a  number  of  small  companies  have  been  set  up  with  the 
specific  purpose  of  financing  boats. 

These  companies  —  they  frequently  advertise  in  Latitude  38  and 
other  marine  publications  —  don’t  actually  loan  their  own  money, 
What  they  do  is  act  as  a  ‘broker’  between  people  looking  to  get  loans 
and  banks  looking  to  make  loans.  One  of  the  features  of  these  com¬ 
panies  is  that  they  generally  have  been  advertising  very  competitive 
rates.  You  would  think  that  this  would  make  everyone  happy;  to  the 
contrary,  it  has  sometimes  been  the  source  of  grief  to  boatbuyers  and 
boat  dealers  alike. 

These  boat  financing  companies  have  to  make  their  money 
somewhere,  and  that  somewhere  is  ‘between’  you  and  the  bank.  To 
do  this  and  still  offer  competitive  rates,  they’ve  got  to  present  banks 
with  very  qualified  applicants  —  those  with  the  best  incomes  and 
assets  and  the  fewest  liabilities.  Depending  upon  the  economic  con¬ 
ditions,  ‘average’  or  marginal  applicants  will  be  turned  down.  This 
process  of  accepting  just  the  very  best  applicants  is  called  “cherry 
picking.” 

So  here’s  where  the  anger  comes  in.  A  guy  who  has  worked  hard, 
built  up  good  credit,  but  only  has  a  ‘moderate’  income  is  turned 
down  by  the  banks  the  boat-financing  company  works  with.  First  he 
can’t  believe  it;  then  he  gets  angry;  then  he  begins  to  doubt  his  ability 
to  afford  the  boat.  At  this  point,  the  whole  boat  deal  may  begin  to 
sour  and  the  boat  dealer’s  ulcer  starts  to  act  up.  Everybody  is  angry. 

Now,  we  want  dll  our  readers  to  understand  that  these  companies 
are  not  doing  anything  illegal,  immoral,  or  unethical.  They  are  pro¬ 
viding  a  good  and  valuable  service  for  many  people,  and  have  made 
many  people  happy.  But,  if  you,  like  many  other  people  have  gotten 
turned  down  by  the  banks  working  through  them,  don’t  necessarily 
be  discouraged. 

In  speaking  to  a  wide  selection  of  boat  dealers  and  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  we  have  learned  of  many  instances  where  people  were 
turned  down  by  the  banks  these  companies  worked  with,  but  im¬ 
mediately  turned  around  and  got  money  from  other  banks  or  even  a 
different  branch  of  the  same  bank  that  had  turned  them  down 
through  the  boat-financing  company. 

In  fact,  we  have  a  ‘friend’  to  whom  this  exact  thing  happened.  He 
applied  to  the  boat-financing  service,  and  the  banks  they  worked 
with  turned  him  down.  This  ‘friend’  turned  right  around  and  walked 
into  a  different  branch  of  the  same  bank  that  turned  him  down,  and 
got  the  full  amount  of  the  money  at  the  best  terms.  And  they  were 
glad  t6  give  it  to  him.  So  the  moral  of  the  story  is:  if  you  can’t  be  a 
cherry,  be  a  plum  instead. 


what's  all  the  pink 


Those  of  you  who  have  been  sailing 
in  the  ocean,  the  bay  proper  and  Su- 
suin  Bay  have  probably  noticed  lots  of 
little  pink  buoys  in  the  water.  Each  dot 
in  the  above  map  depicts  a  location  of  a 
buoy. 

No,  they  aren’t  lobster  traps,  dope 
drops,  or  Easter  presents.  They  are  part 
of  the  monitoring  equipment  used  by 
the  NO  A  A  ship  McArthur,  which  is  in 


n.c.m.a. 

A  reminder  to  you  folks  interested  in 
blue- water  cruising.  Bob  and  Kristi 
Hanelt  will  be  giving  a  multi-media 
presentation  at  the  Oakland  Coliseum 
Show,  of  their  2V2  year  circumnaviga¬ 
tion.  In  fact  they’ll  be  giving  the  presen¬ 
tation  3  times:  October  3rd  and  4th 
from  7:30  to  9:00,  and  on  Sunday  the 
7th  at  1:00.  All  presentations  will  be  in 
the  500-seat  Oakland  Coliseum  theatre. 

What’s  going  to  happen  is  that  you’re 
going  to  get  so  jazzed  about  what  they’ll 
show  and  tell  you,  that  you’ll  no  doubt 


/ 


in  the  drink 


SIGHTINGS 


svendsen’s  annual  boat  flea  market 

For  the  seventh  year  in  a  row,  there  will  be  a  marine  flea  market  at 
Svendsens  Boat  Chandlery  parking  lot  at  1851  Clement  St.  in  the 
popular  city  of  Alameda.  The  date  is  October  13th. 

There  is  no  admission  charge,  you  simply  bring  your  own  table, 
your  own  family,  your  own  marine  gear,  and  sell  everything  for  the 
best  prices  you  can  get. 

No  commercial  enterprises  will  be  tolerated. 

pelican  harbour  yachtperson’s  flea  exchange 

Over  at  Pelican  Harbour  in  Sausalito  they  decided  it  would  be  a 
great  idea  to  have  a  marine  flea  market  and  invite  the  world  at  large. 
Out  of  all  the  days  in  the  year,  which  do  they  pick  by  chance?  —  Oc¬ 
tober  13  —  the  same  day  as  the  marine  flea  market  at  Svendsens. 
Oh  well,  everyone  can  stay  on  their  side  of  the  Bay  and  save  gas. 

The  marine  flea  marine  at  Pelican  starts  at  10:00.  There  are  no 
fees,  but  you  are  allowed  to  sell  only  marine  gear.  The  sales  area  will 
be  on  the  boardwalk  overlooking  the  habour  of  wood  boats. 

This  event  is  ISBYC  approved  —  that  being  the  infamous  Isle  of 
St.  Brendan  YC  located  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  certain  in¬ 
dividuals. 

For  further  information,  you  may  call  (415)  332-0723  or 
332-3274. 


the  second  part  of  a  two-year  study  of 
the  tides  and  currents  in  and  around  the 
Bay.  The  buoys  will  be  in  place  until  the 
middle  of  December. 

Mariners  are  asked  to  stay  well  away 
from  the  monitoring  equipment,  which 
is  frequently  just  a  few  feet  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  water.  Even  though  the 
buoys  are  sometimes  located  mid¬ 
channel,  we  know  you  can  do  it. 


boat  show 

run  out  on  the  Coliseum  floor  and  buy  a 
boat  right  then  and  there.  So  bring  your 
checkbook  and  your  spouse. 

The  Hanelt’s  are  very  serious  about 
wanting  to  help  other  people  who  want 
to  get  cruising,  and  they’ll  tryio  handle 
as  many  questions  as  possible.  See 
them,  and  the  Northern  California 
Marine  Association  Boat  Show.  The 
show  itself  runs  from  October  3rd  to  the 
7th;  it’s  open  to  ten  each  night  but  Sun¬ 
day.  Admission  is  $3.00. 


A  lot  of  people  watching  the  fourth  race  of  the  Big  Boat  Series  saw 
the  Coast  Guard  towing  this  boat,  side  by  side,  backwards  into  the 
Bay,  all  the  while  having  the  bilge  pumps  going  full  bore.  From  the 
hole  in  the  bow,  or  what  used  to  be  the  bow,  you  can  see  why  it  was 
necessary. 

This  is,  of  course,  the  boat  that  Rocky  Aoki  and  his  two  member 
crew  pearled  into  a  big  ocean  swell,  nearly  killing  the  three  of  them. 
Aoki  was  the  most  seriously  hurt,  but  due  to  the  heroic  efforts  of  one 
of  his  crewmembers,  was  kept  alive  with  artificial  respiration. 

Power  boats  aren’t  exactly  our  style,  but  people  with  challenging 
spirits  like  Rocky’s,  are.  We  wish  him  a  rapid  recovery. 
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Teak  Wonder' 

Now  on  the  West  Coast! 


The  complete  system  for  teak  deck 
maintenance.  The  leader  on  the  East 
Coast.  v 

The  Teak  Wonder  system  is  tops  on  the  market 
because  it  really  cleans,  brightens  and  preserves 

teak  decks. 

•  Safe  and  Easy  to  use. 

•  Non-Caustic,  no  more  rubber  gloves. 

•  Will  not  harm  or  affect  marine  paint,  varnish 
or  hardware. 


With  Teak  Wonder’s  fantastic  formula  you  not  only 
seal  and  preserve  the  deck,  but  give  it  that  beau¬ 
tiful  fresh  sanded  look  all  the  time. 

•  It  lasts  for  months. 

•  Penetrates  deep  into  wood's  pores  with  silicone 
sealers  and  water  repellants. 

•  Preserves  beauty  of  deck. 

•  Does  not  build  up,  turn  dark,  sticky  or  shiny. 

•  Engine  oil,  fish  blood,  paint,  even  potato  chips 
will  not  harm  Teak  Wonder’s  beautiful  finish. 

Try  Teak  Wonder  and  see  why  thousands  of  satis¬ 
fied  customers  have  made  us  the  leader  on  the 
east  coast. 

Keep  your  deck  looking  freshly  sanded  with  Teak 
Wonder.  A  product  of  T-Jett  Inc. 

Available  now,  at  a  Marine  Dealer  near  you,  or 
contact  us  directly. 

Manufactured  and  Distributed  by: 

Marine 

489  6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  397-3825 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 


NORTON  SMITH  &  AMY  BOYER 

DIG  DREAMS,  SMALL  BOATS 


# 


'  *  * 
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NORTON 


Judging  from  the  ambience  of  the 
place,  we  can  easily  imagine  that  any 
number  of  mind  boggling  adventures 
have  started  at  the  Greyhound  Bus  Sta¬ 
tion  at  23rd  and  MacDonald  in  Rich¬ 
mond.  But  this  was  the  first  time  a 
singlehanded  TransAtlantic'  crossing 
had  started  there. 

It  was  about  a  month  ago,  and  we 
were  there  to  cover  the  start  of  Amy 
Boyer’s  big  adventure  —  racing  single- 
handed  across  the  Atlantic  in  the  Mini- 


Norton  Smith  leaving  Peter’s  Custom  Yachts 
taking  American  Express  to  her  christening. 


TransaL  From  Richmond  she  would 
take  the  bus  to  Vancouver,  visit  her 
boyfriend  and  camp,  then  fly  to 
England.  There  she  would  reclaim  her 
Wilderness  21,  Little  Rascal,  in  Liver¬ 
pool.  Then,  in  company  with  Norton 
Smith  and  his  Wylie  21,  American  Ex¬ 
press,  would  sail  to  the  Mini-Transat 
start  at  Penzance,  England. 

This  will  be  the  second  Mini-Transat, 
a  race  that  hasn’t  been  overwhelmed 
with  publicity  or  sponsors.  The  details 
and  history  of  the  event  are  nebulous, 
even  to  the  entrants.  In  the  first  race 
there  were  50  entrants  —  of  which 
about  25  actually  raced.  Norton  and 
Amy  were  never  able  to  find  out  |iow 
many  finished  the  race,  or  how  long  it 
took  the  winner. 

The  Mini-Transat  is  a  grueling  race, 
that  is  for  certain .  The  word  ‘Mini’  in  the 
title  means  that  your  boat  can  be  no 
more  than  21  feet  in  length.  That  in 
itself  is  grueling.  Even  though  there  is  a 
stop  halfway  through  the  race,  the 
distance  is  tremendous.  From  Penzance 
the  race  proceeds  1400  miles  to 
Tenerife,  which  is  expected  to  be  about 
a  twenty  day  sail.  From  Tenerife  to  the 
finish  at  Antigua  is  expected  to  take  yet 
another  20  days  of  sailing.  It’s  a  long, 
lonely  way,  and  should  take  Norton  2V2 
times  his  13-day  TransPac  run. 

Beyond  a  doubt,  the  first  leg  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  the  toughest.  The  race 
started  September  29th,  and  the  fleet 
must  cross  the  dreaded  Bay  of  Biscay, 
an  area  quite  capbable  of  dishing  up 
gale  after  gale  after  gale.  The  leg  from 
Tenerife  to  Antigua  is  another,  more 
pleasant  story,  a  story  of  running  with 
warm  trade  winds,  in  warm  water,  with  a 
favorable  current.  But  you  have  to  get 
to  Tenerife  first. 

While  recently  reading  Chichester’s 
“Along  the  Clipper  Way,”  we 
discovered  that  27  years  ago,  a  man 
and  a  women  made  historic  singlehand¬ 
ed  voyages  across  the  same  part  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  man  was  Dr.  Bombard 
who  wanted  to  prove  that  you  could  sail 
a  15’  Zodiac  inflatible  across  the  Atlantic 
—  without  food  or  water.  53  days  out  of 
the  Canaries,  he  boarded  a  freighter 


(j  AMY 


and  had  his  first  meal  since  leaving  — 
and  it  nearly  killed  him.  He  immediately 
got  back  into  the  raft,  and  after  suffering 
terribly  from  the  food,  made  Barbados 
12  days  later.  His  2,750  mile  passage 
took  him  65  days,  an  average  of  42 
miles  a  day. 

The  woman,  Ann  Davidson  started 
her  voyage  in  Plymouth  and  after 
numerous  short  hops  to  the  Canaries, 
sailed  across  to  Antigua.  Chichester 
says  that  Ann  Davidson’s  crossing  in  the 
23-foot  Felicity  Ann  Was  the  first 
singlehanded  ocean  crossing  for  a 
woman . 

There  was  an  element  of  revenge  in 
her  voyage.  Davidson  had  started 
across  the  Atlantic  in  a  70’  fishing  ketch 
with  her  husband.  Neither  he  nor  the 
boat  were  prepared  for  the  voyage,  and 
both  were  lost  near  Portland  Bill  in 
England.  Filled  with  resolve,  Ann  went 
out  and  got  the  Felicity  Ann  and  did 
make  a  singlehanded  Atlantic  crossing. 

There  may  be  an  element  of  revenge 
or  at  least  “I’ll  show  you”  in  20-year  old 
Amy’s  attempt.  Up  until  the  day  before 
the  start,  when  she  was  abruptly  yank¬ 
ed,  she  was  slated  to  sail  the  39’  Freya 
Robert  Quinn  in  the  first  Singlehanded 
TransPac.  Bitterly  disappointed,  she 
flew  to  the  finish  line  at  Kauai,  and 
eventually  helped  deliver  some  of  the 
boats  that  had  raced  to  Oahu  and  back 
to  the  mainland.  While  in  Kauai,  she 
broached  the  idea  of  the  Mini-Transat  to 
TransPac  winner  Norton  Smith.  Norton 
told  her  he  thought  it  was  a  terrible  idea, 
and  Amy  started  to  allow  the  Mini- 
Transat  to  fade  from  her  mind. 

Operating  on  a  limited  budget,  Amy 
began  shopping  for  a  boat.  Impressed 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  builders  in 
Santa  Cruz,  she  chose  a  Wilderness  21. 
Her  boat,  Little  Rascal,  is  virtually  stock; 
the  only  changes  being  slightly  heavier 
rigging  and  a  deeper  rudder.  Amy  will 
carry  six  sails;  a  main,  a  150,  a  130,  a 
110  reefable,  a  90,  a  spinnaker,  and  a 
storm  jib.  She’ll  have  a  Tillermaster 
autopilot  getting  the  battery  juice 
recharged  from  a  Briggs  &  Straton 
homemade  generator  which  puts  out  20 
amps.  Little  Rascal  will  carry  a  vane 


designed  and  home-built  by  singleha^d- 
ed  Transpacker  Mike  Fyzel.  Her  other 
equipment  is  basic:  knotmeter,  log, 
RDF,  EPIRB,  borrowed  liferaft  — 
nothing  fancy.  Amy  had  no  financial 
sponsors  although  friends  chipped  in 
and  John  Beery  helped  out  in  various 
ways. 

Norton  Smith,  with  the  experience  of 
the  singlehanded  TransPac  and  a  little 
bit  greater  means  to  draw  on,  had  Tom 
Wylie  design  him  a  21-footer.  American 
Express  reflects  some  of  Norton’s  ideas 
for  improvements  over  the  last  boat, 
Solitaire,  an  SC  27.  Some  of  them  may 
work,  some  may  not.  One  idea, 
detachable  roller  fuling  headsails  has  so 
far  proved  to  have  disadvantages  as 
well  as  advantages;  the  same  can  be 
said  for  the  plumb  bow  and  stern,  in¬ 
tended  to  give  the  maximum  waterline 
for  maximum  speed  potential.  It  does 


give  the  boat  a  tendency  to  ‘pearl’  at 
some  surfing  conditions,  and  Norton 
told  the  Singlehanded  Society  group 
that  he  now  knows  why  boats  have  fore 
and  aft  overhangs. 

Norton’s  boat  has  a  number  of  other 
exotic  features,  including  a  provision  for 
taking  on  or  expelling  sail  water  ballast 
on  each  side. 

Amy  is  going  to  just  get  across;  Nor¬ 
ton  is  going  out  for  a  win. 

An  observation  Norton  found  impor¬ 
tant  from  the  TransPac  was  the  great 
importance  of  personal  comfort.  Not  so 
he  can  take  it  easy,  but  so  he  can  get  the 
most  from  himself  and  his  boat.  Being 
wet  in  the  TransPac  cost  him  dearly  in 
energy  and  morale  —  consequently  ex¬ 
tra  efforts  were  taken  to  see  that 
American  Express  was  watertight.  The 
breakdown  of  his  autopilot  was  a  severe 
blow  to  his  TransPac  effort  and  taxed 


his  mind  and  body  to  the  limit.  This  time 
he  has  worked  out  four  steeririg 
systems;  vane,  autopilot,  sheet  to  tiller, 
and  himself. 

Both  Amy  and  Norton  were  required 
to  take  400  mile  qualifying  sails.  Norton 
headed  out  into  the  Pacific  and  came 
back  with  a  number  of  things  he  wanted 
adjusted  on  his  boat.  Amy  had  an 
uneventful  light  air  sail  to  San  Diego, 
hitting  her  maximum  speed  drifting  out 
the  Gate  with  the  tide. 

The  race  has  begun,  it  started  the 
29th  of  September,  and  their  many 
friends  are  eagerly  awaiting  word  of 
their  safe  arrival  in  Tenerife,  and  then 
Antigua.  Latitude  38  has  supplied  Amy 
with  a  tape  recorder  and  the  same 
camera  that  Skip  Allan  took  in  the 
Singlehanded  TransPac.  You  know 
where  to  look  for  a  first  person  report. 

-  latitude  38 


MINI-TRANSAT 


Norton  in  Hawaii. 


GREA  T  NAMES  IN  YACHTING 


* 


P.O.  BOX  12 
HOMEWOOD,  CA 
95718 

(916)  525-7258 


399  HARBOR  BLVD. 
SAUSALITO,  CA 
94965 

(415)  332-4622 


Tartan  33 
San  Juan  21 


CLAUSS  enterprises. 


San  Juan  28  Moore  24 


Tartan  10 


San  Juan  24 


Tartan  37 
Tartan  30 

San  Juan  7.7 

Wilderness  21 


y 

SAN  JUAN  28 
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MASTER'S 


Folks  were  calling  it  the  Golden 
Eagles  Regatta  or  the  Leisure  World 
Cup;  irreverent  souls  referred  to  it  as  the 
“Old  Farts  Regatta.”  It’s  official  title, 
however,  was  the  Yankee  Cup,  so 
named  after  the  renowned  Yankee 
which  the  Stone  boatyard  built  in  1906 
on  what  is  now  the  site  of  the  St.  Francis 
YC. 

The  Yankee  Cup  is  unique  because 
you  can’t  qualify  as  a  skipper  unless  you 
are  60  years  or  older,  and  your  crew 
must  be  50  or  older.  The  germinating 
\idea  was  an  event  was  needed  to  en¬ 
courage  senior  skippers  to  continue  sail¬ 
ing.  It  was  decided  that  the  Cup  would 
consist  of  two  races;  one  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  followed  by  a  bit  of  a  reunion  lunch 
in  the  St.  Francis  Men’s  Grill,  and  then  a 
concluding  race  in  the  afternoon.  J-24’s 
were  selected  as  weapons  for  a  number 
of  reasons;  they  are  one-designs,  they 
require  a  small  crew,  they  are  available, 
and  there  are  plenty  around  the  coun¬ 
try. 

This  last  requirement  was  important 
because  27  prominent  senior  skippers 
were  invited  from  across  the  nation,  and 
the  organizers  wanted  to  make  sure 
everyone  could  have  a  practice  boat. 
But  alas,  it  takes  time  for  any  regatta  to 
pick  up  steam.  While  there  are  already 
committees  for  next  year’s  Cup  by  skip¬ 
pers  from  Maine  and  Honolulu,  this 
year’s  inaugural  affair  was  limited  to  the 
following  six  local  entries: 

Dave  Allen  of  the  San  Francisco  YC 
has  been  sailing  for  many,  many  years. 
He  began  in  Stars  and  later  sailed  in 
larger  boats  belonging  to  the  Allen  fami¬ 
ly.  His  Mull-designed  Improbable  was  a 
well-known  screamer  in  the  ocean  rac¬ 
ing  waters  all  around  the  world,  and 
most  readers  are  familiar  with  the 
notorious,  international  success  of  his 
last  boat,  Imp. 

Bob  Potter,  also  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  YC,  is  a  long  time  Bay  sailor  in  a 
variety  of  boats.  He’s  still  going  at  it, 
currently  sailing  a  Tartan  Ten.  Bob  was 
deeply  involved  with  the  production  of 
the  first  fiberglass  sailboats,  the  Aero- 
Marine  Bountys,  built  in  Sausalito  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  50’s. 


Alan  Clarke  is  from  the  Richmond 
YC  and  is  currently  a  harbor  pilot  on  the 
Bay.  Alan  was  a  superb  small  boat  sailor 
in  Snipes  and  also  did  well  in  Rhodes 
33  s.  Back  in  1931  he  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  receiving  the  first  trophy  ever 
awarded  by  the  Richmond  YC,  a  trophy 
hand  crafted  in  a  metal  shop  class  at 
Berkeley  high  school. 


Myron  Spaulding  of  the  St.  Francis 
YC  has  been  a  boat  designer,  boat- 
builder,  and  IOR  measurer  —  but  he’s 
more  than  just  that.  Talk  to  guys  who 
know  boats  like  Hank  Easom  and  Gary 
Mull  and  they’ll  tell  you  it’s  Myron 
Spaulding  who  has  earned  their  respect 
and  admiration.  For  years,  Myron 
played  violin  in  the  San  Francisco  sym- 


YANKEE  CUP 


The  Yankee  Cup’s  first  6  skippers  are  in  the  foreground,  from  the  left:  Dave  Allen,  Bob  Pother, 
Alan  Clarke,  Myron  Spaulding,  and  Pete  Fromhagen. 


phony  —  although  it  was  rumored  he 
attended  practices  wearing  a  tux  above 
his  work  pants. 

Jake  Wosser  is  a  long  time  member 
of  the  San  Francisco  YC  and  has  prob¬ 
ably  participated  in  a  greater  variety  of 
perpetual  races  than  anyone.  Both  in 
his  Kettenberg  43  and  in  other  boats 
Jake  began  sailing  in  Stars  he  himself 


built,  back  in  the  days  when  class  rules 
were  so  loose  that  one  of  his  hulls  fit  the 
inside  of  another.  In  later  years,  he 
dominated  IC’s  for  almost  a  decade, 
and  is  always  in  demand  as  'local 
knowledge.’ 

Pete  Fromhagen  is  from  the  Sausa- 
lito  Yacht  Club.  Pete  is  a  longtime  sailor 
on  the  Bay  in  a  variety  of  classes  and 


races.  He  is  currently  president  of  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Sailing  Association, 
a  non-profit  organization  that  helps 
young  sailors  attend  important  regattas 
with  travel  grants. 

Prior  to  the  racing  there  was  a  skip¬ 
per’s  meeting  —  which  had  elements  of 
a  grand  reunion  —  in  which  certain 
guidelines  were  decided  upon .  The  first 
was  that  only  small  headsails  would  be 
used.  The  second  was  that  if  the  wind 
blew  pretty  strong,  a  flag  would  be 
hoisted  and  spinnakers  wou(d  not  be 
allowed.  (When  the  time  did  come,  the 
over-60  skippers  were  all  at  the  win¬ 
dows  telling  the  race  committee,  “It’s 
not  blowing  too  hard  —  we  can  handle 
'em”  — -  and  so  they  did.) 

The  first  of  the  two  races  proved  to  be 
something  of  a  shocker.  Alan  Clarke, 
who  hasn’t  sailed  but  twice  in  the  last 
sixteen  years,  demonstrated  he  still  had 
the  touch,  and  took  first  place.  The  race 
for  second  was  a  battle  royale  between 
Jake  Wosser  who  lead  Bob  Potter  all 
the  way  until  the  finish  line  when  Potter 
nosed  by. 

It  had  been  a  lot  of  fun,  and  after 
lunch  they  were  all  eager  for  the  second 
and  concluding  race.  Jake  Wosser 
decided  to  get  even  and  broke  away  to 
a  great  start  that  put  him  far  in  the  lead 
for  the  entire  race.  His  margin  of  victory 
was  going  to  be  so  big,  that  combined 
with  his  3rd  place  finish  in  the  first  race, 
he  would  win  the  cup  unless  Clarke 
could  take  second. 

As  it  turned  out,  Clarke  was  in  se¬ 
cond  at  the  jibe  mark  when  his  spin¬ 
naker  pole  broke.  With  yet  another 
spinnaker  run  remaining,  and  no  legal 
way  to  use  the  chute,  it  looked  bleak  for 
him.  Clarke  broke  free  of  Potter  on  the 
weather  leg  and  built  up  a  good  lead, 
but  Potter’s  spinnaker  ate  him  up  on  the 
next  leeward  leg. 

Overlapped  with  just  a  weather  leg  to 
the  finish  remaining,  Clarke  and  Potter 
battled  it  out  with  Wosser  eagerly  wat¬ 
ching  the  result.  It  was  about  as  close  to 
a  finish  as  any  of  them  had  seen  in  all 
their  years  of  racing  as  Clarke  squeezed 
out  a  half-second,  pulpit-length  victory 
over  Potter  to  take  a  second,  in  the  race 
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Harlander;  II.  Lloyd  Benson;  12.  Don  Unidentified;  21.  Bob  Hall;  22.  Mack 

Harlaoder;  13.  Roger  Eldridge;  14.  Russ  Spatz;  McDonald. 

15.  Unidentified;  16.  Hank  Grandin;  17.  Der¬ 
rick  Bayliss;  18.  Bill  Pascoe;  19.  Unidentified;  20. 


Yankee  Cup  participants:  I .  Dave  Allen;  2.  Bob 
Potter;  3.  Alan  Clarke;  4.  Myron  Spaulding;  .5. 
Jake  Wosser;  6.  Pete  Fromhagen;  7.  Austin 
Gibbon;  8.  Bob  Klein;  9.  Unidentified;  10.  Les 

and  win  the  Yankee  Cup. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  Clarke’s  victory 
goes  to  his  crew,  a  trio  with  over  100 
years  of  small  boat  experience.  Don 
Harlander,  former  110  champ;  Bob 
Hall,  with  40  years  sailing  Stars;  and 
Austin  Gibbon,  another  Star  racer  with 
40  years  under  his  belt. 

Wosser  was  second  behind  Clarke, 
with  Bob  Potter  a  very,  very  competitive 
third. 


Is  there  any  future  in  this  kind  of 
seniors  racing?  Sure  sterns  like  it.  Next 
year  the  date  of  the  event  has  been 
changed  to  the  day  after  the  Big  Boat 
Series  race,  and  confirmations  have 
come  in  from  across  the  country. 
Yachting  magazine  president  and 
former  America’s  Cup  winner  Robert 
Bavier  will  come  from  Connecticut;  Cy 
Gillette  and  a  group  from  Honolulu  are 
planning  on  attending;  and  from  the 


Mid-West,  Harry  Nye,  founder  of  Mur¬ 
phy  &  Nye  sailmakers  should  make  the 
race.  You  can  bet  there’ll  be  more. 

Latitude  38  salutes  you  senior  sailors 
who  paved  the  way  for  the  hordes  of  us 
who  have  followed.  We  hope  you’ll  still 
be  battling  for  the  Cup  in  2008  when  we 
become  seniors. 

—  latitude  38 
with  don  trask 


STARBOARD  SAILS 

sailmakers 


Capt.  Harry  G.  Braun  P.E. 

Yacht  Delivery 
(U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Lie,) 


we  are  small  &  do 
more  than  racing 
&  cruising  sails 


(415)  522-1561 

2814  Van  Buren  St.  Alameda ,  CA  94501 
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West  Marine  Products 

■ 


Oakland 


WIMP 


Livingston 


Dennison  St 


Discount  Stores  in  Oakland  &  Palo  Alto 

Store  &  Mail  Orders:  850  San  Antonio  Rd.  □  Palo  Alto,  Ca.  94303  □  (415)  494-6660 
Retail  Store  Only:  2200  Livingston  Street  □  Oakland,  California  94606  □  (415)  532-5230 

Open  Mon.  through  Wed.  9-6,  Thurs.  and  Fri.  9-8:30  PM,  Sat.,  Sunday  9-5 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Back  Send  for  Free  Discount  Catalog 


Palo  Alto 


To  SF 


North 


Charleston 


Middlefield 


“GOLDENROD”  HEATERS 

Thermo-electric  damp-chaser  produces  and  circulates 
warm  dry  air  through  compartments  without  creating 
hot  spots.  The  low  150°  surface  temperature  makes 
them  safe  to  place  anywhere.  Conserves  electric 
power  compared  to  electric  heaters  and  heat  lamps. 
Complete  with  universal  mounting  clips. 

Model  IM-8  (12")  List  $13.25  Sale  $9.95 

Model  3M  12  (18*)  List  $14.00  Sale  $10.50 

Model  5M  15  (24")  List  $17.75  Sale  $13.30 

Model  7M-25 (36")  List  $18.95  Sale  $14.20 


CCS1136 


FCS1136M 


FRAM  SINGLE  BODY  FUEL  FILTER  & 
WATER  SEPARATOR 

For  gas  or  diesel  engines.  Contains  dual  media  car¬ 
tridge  (included)  that  assures  100%  water  removal 
together  with  removal  of  gums,  varnishes,  dirt,  abra¬ 
sives  and  other  solid  contaminants.  Removes  particles 
down  to  1  micron.  Coalescer  type  water  removal.  In¬ 
stalled  on  engines  with  up  to  30  gph  flow  requirements. 
11-13/16"H  by  3-1/2"  dia.  1/4"-18  NPT  inlet  and  outlet 
connections.  Mounting  bracket  included.  UL  listed. 
Model  111088  List  $70.78  Sale  45-95  Extra 
cartridge  Model  CCS1136.  List  $13.50  Sale  9.95 


STEARNS  TYPE  III  LIFE  VESTS 

Urethane-coated  nylon,  extra  heavy-duty  shell  offers  the  best  protection  from 
cracking  or  peeling  from  prolonged  exposure  to  sun  and  water.  Airy  nylon 
mesh  lining  for  coolness.  Fast  drying.  Aquafoam  flotation  will  float  wearer  in¬ 
definitely.  Won’t  waterlog  or  rot.  Sides  and  shoulders  are  easily  adjustable 
with  cord-and-ring  arrangement  for  a  personalized  fit.  Heavy  duty  two  way 
Vision  (plastic)  zipper.  Easy-to-grip  exclusive  Stearns'  design.  High  visibility 
gold  color.  USCG  Approved.  A  very  high  quality  product  and  standard  equip¬ 
ment  on  ocean  racers. 

Model  SSV-70  for  men  sizes  S  (36-38),  M  (40-42),  L  (44-46),  XL  (48-50).  List  $35.00 

Only  $23.60 

Model  SSV-31  for  women  in  sizes  P  (32-34),  S  (36-38),  and  M  (40-42).  List  $35.00 

Only  $23.60 

Model  PW-205  in  blue  for  children  2-5  (chest  Size  20-24).  List  $24.70  Only  $23.60 
Model  PW-507  in  red  for  children  5-7  (chest  size  24-27).  List  $24.70  Only  $23.60 
Model  PW-709  in  gold  for  children  7-9  (chest  size  25-30).  List  $24.70  Only  $23.60 


West  Marine’s 
October  discounts 


ARCO  USA  WINCH  HANDLES 

Designed  to  international  specifications  ARCO 
winch  handles  will  fit  ARCO,  BARIENT,  LEWMAR, 
and  BARLOW  winches.  VERY  REASONABLY 
PRICED. 

Model  Description  Only 

8-PA  8"  Aluminum  $20.00 

8-PC  8"  Chrome  $25.00 

8-LC  8"  Lock-in  Chrome  $45.00 

10-PB  10"  Polished  Bronze  $30.00 

10-PC  10"  Chrome  $30.00 

10-LC  10"  Lock-in  Chrome  $50.00 


vx* 


aft* 
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FILAMENT  YACHT  BRAID 

Recommended  for  running  rigging,  all  rope 
halyards  and  other  applications  where  minimum 
stretch  is  important.  Yacht  braid  is  preferred 
for  running  rigging  by  many  yachtsman  because 
it  runs  freely  through  blocks,  resists  kinking,  is 
stronger  and  has  less  stretch  size-for-size  than 


3-strand  Dacra 

Size 

Dia. 

Inches 

n. 

Sale 

c/Ft 

List 

C/Ft 

Avq. 

Bkg. 

Strength 

(lbs) 

3/16 

7 

13 

1,300 

1/4 

12 

22 

2,200 

5/16 

15 

28 

3,300 

3/8 

21 

38 

4,700 

7/16 

27 

49 

6,300 

1/2 

34 

61 

8,CC° 

9/16 

46 

83 

11,000 

5/8 

57 

104 

14,000 

3/4 

74 

134 

20,000 

Nylon  Anchor  Lines 


(in.) 

100  Ft 

150  Ft 

200  Ft 

250  Ft 

3/8 

$15.05 

$21.05 

$27.05 

_  ■ 

1/2 

- 

35.45 

46.95 

$56.45 

5/8 

74.90 

92.40 

MADE-UP  NYLON  DOCK  &  ANCHOR  LINES 

These  three-strand  dock  and  anchor  lines  are  professionally  spliced  with  five  full  tucks. 
The  bitter  end  is  heat  sealed  for  a  permanent  whip.  Anchor  lines  have  a  rugged  nylon 
thimble  specially  designed  for  this  application  spliced  in.  ^ 


Size 

Nylon  Dock  Lines  ^ — - 

(in.) 

10  Ft 

15  Ft 

20  Ft 

25  Ft 

30  Ft 

35  Ft 

3/8 

$3.45 

$4.05 

$4.65 

$5.25 

— 

>  _ 

1/2 

4.50 

5.55 

6.60 

7.65 

$8.70 

— 

5/8 

7.15 

8.90 

10.65 

12.40 

14.15 

$15.90 

3/4 

- 

11.05 

13.40 

15.75 

18.10 

20.45 
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We  hate  to  say  we  told  you 
so,  but  we  did.  It  should  take  but  a 
brief  review  of  the  St.  Francis 
Series  to  get  our  point. 

The  point  is,  when  it  comes  to 
racing,  winning  is  the  only  thing 
that  counts.  When  it  comes  to  pur¬ 
chasing  a  new  or  used  racing  boat, 
Mariner’s  Marina  can  be  counted 
on. 

A  look  at  our  inventory  will  verify 
this.  It  is  vast.  For  the  Bay  racer,  we 
have  everything  from  FARR,  Peter¬ 
son  and  Wylie  V2  tonners,  to  Peter¬ 
son,  FARR  and  Holland  2  tonners. 
And  last  but  not  least,  a  lovely  Swan 
65.  The  list  goes  on  and  on. 

Sailboats  are  our  business.  Give 
us  a  call  —  we  speak  the  language. 

P.S.  —  Inca ,  the  Rheems  Series 
winner,  pictured  in  thfs  issue,  is  still 
in  the  Bay  Area  looking  for  a  new 
owner.  She  is  a  beautiful,  45’ 
aluminum  Sparkman  &  Stephens 
design,  with  teak  decks  and  a  lovely 
interior.  She  deserves  to  be  on  the 
Bay. 


Mariner  's  T  Marina 


13605  Fiji  Way,  Marina  del  Rey  (213)  823-6669 


A 


MAKE  YOUR 
PLEASURE  CRAFT 
A  PLEASURE 


WITH  STEREO  MUSIC 
FROM  PETER’S 


Hoist  the  newest  flag  afloat ...  a 
red  apple  on  white  ...  the  signal 
for  stereo  happening  here,  and  it 
means  fun.  So  why  wait  any  longer 
when  you  can  have  stereo  in  your 
boat  as  easily  as  in  your  car?  We 
do  both  with  the  best  selection  of 
mobile  stereo  components  including 
the  complete  Clarion  line.  Make 
stereo  a  part  of  your  rigging.  It’s 
a  pleasure.  Expert  installation 
most  anywhere  in  the  Bay  Area. 


CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE 

_  567-4678 

Peterb  Auto  Radio 


2106  LOMBARD  at  FILLMORE 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

SALES  •  INSTALLATION  •  SERVICE 


LANDFALL  39’  CUTTER 

MORE  BOAT  FOR  LESS! 


Sailaway 

$59,000 


Call  or  write  for  Specification 

and  Appointment 

to  see  Boat  / 


LOA  39'2' 
LWL  30'7' 
\  BEAM  11  '6' 
DRAFT  5'7' 


OCEANIC 

YACHT 

SALES 


I'M  AIN.  M 

337"  j> 


759  Orkney  Ave. 
Santa  Clara  95050 , 
(408)988-1173  / 


\  jYANKEE  \ 

302" 


I  S3A''SWL-\ 

\«F'78" 


™  9  8  7  6  5  4  3 


2  1  0 


ALSO  AVAILABLE 


36*  DIESEL  KETCH  $47,000 


THE  LATITUDE  38  INTERVIEW 


TYKNUDSEN 


38:  When  did  you  start  sailing? 

Ty:  Well,  I  first  started  thinking  about 
sailing  when  1  had  a  Mexican  restaurant 
in  Sacramento.  A  friend  of  mine  and  I 
had  come  down  to  the  bay  a  few  times 
and  looked  at  the  boats  and  thought 
they  were  neat.  About  that  time  I  was 
starting  to  pick  up  ulcers  from  work,  and 
my  marriage  was  getting  a  little  funny, 
too.  We  didn’t  have  any  kids  so  1  just 
thought,  ‘Hell,  I’m  going  to  buy  a  boat 
and  take  about  two  years  and  just  kick 
around  and  maybe  come  back  after 
that.’  After  two  years,  I  figured  maybe 
I’d  go  back  in  business  and  start  again. 
Anyway,  I  got  a  divorce,  got  rid  of  the 
business,  got  the  boat  and  took  off. 

38:  Which  boat  was  this? 

Ty:  Mistx;,  the  Westsai!  32.  I  got  Mis¬ 
ty,  and  of  course  after  the  divorce  the 
only  thing  I  had  was  Misty  —  ho,  ho, 
ho.  That  was  it.  I  took  off,  and  I  had  the 
idea  I  was  going  to  go  around  the  world, 
you  know,  the  big  dream.  But  problems 
came  up,  I  got  down  to  Mexico  and 
found  I  just  couldn’t  leave  some  of  those 
places  after  only  a  day  or  two.  So,  I 
ended  up  spending  3  years  in  Mexico. 

38:  Where  did  you  go  there  that  you 
liked  the  best? 

Ty:  Mostly  Baja.  I  was  there  for 
about  a  year  and  then  I  went  down  to 
the  mainland  as  far  as  Salina  Cruz 
before  I  came  back  up  into  Baja  again 
and  spent  another  year  there.  I  like  to 
dive  and  Baja  is  great  for  diving;  it’s  not 
quite  as  good  as  you  get  farther  down 
the  mainland  coast. 

After  four  years  then,  I  came 
.  .  .  well,  what  I  was  going  to  do  was  go 
to  Hawaii  and  the  south  seas,  but  I  was 
having  trouble  with  the  engine.  I  had  a 
Mexican  mechanic  fix  it  once  and  he 
butchered  it  and  I  had  to  do  it  myself 
and  it  ran  a  little  bit.  Then,  my  sister 
came  down  and  we  started  for  Hawaii 
and  we  were  two  days  out  when  she  got 
appendicitus.  I  motored  in  from  two_ 
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days  out  in  just  one  day,  basically  blow¬ 
ing  the  engine  all  to  pieces.  We  got  my 
sister  on  the  plane  and  back  to  the 
States  for  the  operation  and  everything. 

So  1  came  down  again,  and  headed 
for  Hawaii  on  my  own,  got  five' days  out 
and  the  engine  froze  up.  I  realized  1 
needed  a  new  engine,  and  would  have 
to  go  to  work.  Since  the  prospects  for 
jobs  was  nil  in  Mexico  and  not  so  hot  in 
Hawaii,  I  decided  to  head  north,  and 
beat  all  the  way  up  to  the  States. 

38:  Didn’t  you  have  a  monkey 
down  there  in  Mexico  with  you? 

Ty:  Well,  when  I  got  divorced  from 
my  wife,  1  ended  up  with  all  the  animals 
because  she  had  to  travel.  So  1  did  the 
trip  for  four  years  in  Mexico  with  a  dog, 
a  cat  and  a  monkey. 

38:  Was  that  a  problem  at  all? 

Ty:  Well,  yes  it  was.  I  ended  up 
sending  the  dog  back  first.  After  a  year 
and  a  half  he  had  caught  a  lot  of  stuff 
they  have  down  there  .  .  .  Mexican 
dogs  are  feisty  buggers  and  they  learn 
how  to  fight  down  there,  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  my  dog  started  to  like  it.  Plus, 
he  wasn’t  that  good  of  a  boat  dog.  One 
time  1  hit  a  whale,  and  .  .  .  well,  I’m 
sure  you  already  heard  that  story  .  .  . 

38:  No,  tell  us  about  it. 

Ty:  On  my  way  down  I  .was. standing 
up  on  the  spreaders,  having  just  passed 
the  Sacramento  Reef,  so  I  was  watching 
that  from  the  spreaders  when  1  saw  two 
whales,  a  cow  and  a  calf  coming  along, 
straight  for  me.  I  watched  them  for  a 
while  and  thought  well,  1  think  they’ll 
turn,  but  I’d  better  get  down  and  get 
away  from  them.  But  by  the  time  I  got 
down  to  the  tiller,  the  calf  had  gotten 
real  close  so  I  turned  away  and 
somehow  got  between  the  cow  and  the 
calf.  Maybe  the  cow  thought  that, 
something  was  attacking  her  calf 
because  she  dove  right  under  me  and 
hit  me  with  her  tail  or  something.  Well, 
she  knocked  the  boat  flat  over,  the  sails 
in  the  water,  and  the  dog  went  over¬ 
board.  I  bet  I  pulled  500  gallons  of  water 
onto  the  boat  with'  the  sails. 


38:  Was  there  much  wind  when  it 
happened,  were  you  sailing? 

Ty:  Yeah,  there  was  about  15  knots. 
But  that  cow  just  knocked  the  boat  right 
over,  ‘bout  ruined  me,  ha,  ha,  ho,  and 
just  about  got  castratrated,  ho,  hQ,  ha. 

But  my  dog  went  in  the  water  and 
luckily  the  shrouds  caught  him.  When 
the  boat  righted  herself,  he  was  up  there 
by  the  spreaders  —  about  18  feet  up. 
He  slid  down  and  fell  to  the  deck  and  I 
was,  oh  man,  I  was  frantic.  It  looked  like 
he  had  broken  every  bone  in  his  body.  If 
I  touched  him  at  all,  he’d  whinlper  and 
cry;  he’d  just  lay  there  and  wouldn’t 
move.  I  felt  so  damn  sorry  for  him  that  I 
picked  him  up  and  put  him  in  my  bunk, 
and  he  still  whined  and  cried  and  I 
thought  ‘Oh  man,  I’ve  got  to  get  him  to 
a  vet.’  So  I  didn’t  stop  at  Cedros  Island 
because  I  didn’t  think  there  would  be 
anything  there,  but  went  on  to  Tortuga 
Bay,  hoping  to  find  something  there. 

My  dog  weighs  100  pounds,  and 
when  I  lifted  him  off  the  boat  into  the 
rubber  dinghy  he  started  crying  and 
whining  and  so  forth.  I  got  him  into  the 
dinghy  finally,  and  got  him  to- shore  and 
I  laid  hjm  on  the  sand,  because  I  was 
going  to  leave  him  covered  there  and 
walk  into  town  for  help.  I  looked  back  at 
him,  and  he’s  starting  to  sniff,  and  he 
picks  his  head  up,  stands  up  a  little  and 
then  ZING!!  He’s  gone,  ha,  ha,  ha, 
takes  off  running  ha,  ha,  and  the  last  I 
saw  was  him  heading  over  the  hills,  ho, 
ho,  ha,  running  at  full  speed,  ho,  ho, 
ha.  Finally  I  went  on  after  him,  but  he 
wanted  to  get  as  far  away  from  the 
water  as  he  could,  and  I  couldn’t  find 
him. 

I  stayed  there  four  days  in  all,  but  I 
didn’t  see  the  dog,  I  thought  he  was 
gone.  I  was  a  little  upset  and  sitting  in  a 
cantina,  and  I  don’t  speak  Spanish  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  few  words,  here  and  there. 
But,  this  one  Mexican  comes  in  all  ex¬ 
cited  and  starts  talking  about  the  “El 
Lobo  he  saw  a  few  miles  out  of  town 
—  ho,  ha,  ha,  ho,  ho,  ha.  I  said  “Wait! 
That’s  no  El  Lobo,  that’s  my  dog!”  So  I 


got  him  to  take  me  out  in  his  pickup  and 
we  finally  found  my  dog  about  five  miles 
out  into  the  desert.  Ho,  ho,  ha,  ha.  He 
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was  glad  to  see  me,  and  I  put  a  leash  on 
him  and  walked  him  down  to  the  beach. 
I  put  him  in  the  dinghy  and  he  looks  at 


the  water  and  falls  down  and  begins  to 
whine.  Ha,  ha,  ho,  ha.  1  said,  “You 
faker,  get  your  ass  in  that  dinghy,”  but 


for  two  days  he  just  layed  on  the  deck 
and  whimpered  and  whined.  After  that 
he  was  O.K. 


Ty  and  crew  thundering  out  of  Raccoon  Straits  on  his  Westsail  43. 


■ .  i . 
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38:  What  about  the  monkey? 

Ty:  The  monkey  was  a  great  travel¬ 
ling  companion.  I’m  not  taking  her  this 
trip  because  I’m  going  to  go  inland  for  a 
while  and  can’t  leave  her,  but  she’s 
great.  She’s  been  everywhere  that  I’ve 
been.  She  was  great.  I  had  a  cage  on 
the  boat,  but  most  of  the  time  I  was 
aboard,  she’d  have  the  run  of  the  boat. 
She  loved  it.  But  she’s  getting  old, 
almost  13  years  old  —  of  which  she’s 
been  cruising  for  8  years. 

38:  So  you  had  started  to  go  to 
Hawaii  and  had  to  come  back.  What 
tKen? 

Ty:  Well,  I  had  to  beat  up  the  coast 
and  it  was  pretty  rough.  Never. under  25 
knots,  always  25  to  35  and  45  knots  — 
although  it  never  did  get  quite  close  to 
50.  It  was  a  tough  slug  from  below  Cabo 
San  Lucas  —  actually  it  was  farther 
south  as  I  had  started  north  from  5  days 
out  toward  Hawaii.  Altogether  it  was 
1400  miles  to  Los  Angeles  —  and  it 
took  13  days.  I  thought  that  was  pretty 
good,  considering  beating  into  the 
weather  and  current.  Most  of  the  trip 
was  done  just  carrying  a  headsail.  Even 
without  the  main,  and  with  just  a  small 
headsail  up  I  was  heeling  40  and  45 
degrees.  I  lived  on,  the  walls  —  ceilings 
of  the  boat,  I  walked,  ate  and  slept  on 
them. 

38:  Most  of  the  time  in  Mexico  you 
were  sailing  by  yourself.  How  did  you 
like  sailing  up  the  coast  by  yourself? 

Ty:  Yes,  that  one  time  I  was  really 
alone;  I  had  sent  the  monkey  home,  the 
cat  home  and  the  dog  home.  I  was  the 
only  living  thing,  and  I  never  saw  a  ship 
or  a  vapor  trail  or  anything,  for  about 
ten  of  those  days.  It’s  interesting,  you 
learn  a  lot  about  yourself,  about  what 
goes  through  your  head. 

38:  Is  that  a  good  thing? 

Ty:  Yes,  it  was  a  tough  trip  ...  I 
wrote  an  article  about  it  once  ...  I  got 
up  north  to  Long  Beach  and  put  in  for  a 
few  days  and  then  headed  up  the  coast 
and  didn’t  even  get  the  engine  fixed.  All 
the  way  up  the  deep  water  channel  to 
Sacramento. 

38:  No  engine  from  south  of  Cabo 
San  Lucas  to  Sacramento? 

Ty:  No  engine.  Ho,  ho,  I  had  hand 


fed  it  through  the  locks,  onto  the  river 
and  on  down  to  Freeport.  The  wind 
died  just  before  I  got  there,  and  here  I 
am  in  the  current  heading  for  a  bridge, 
but  fortunately  I  had  enough  way  on  to 
x  turn  and  slip  into  the  dock  without  hit¬ 
ting  the  bridge.  So,  I  took  the  engine 
out  and  Westsail  actually  fixed  it. 

After  that,  I  worked  for  a  guy  up  in 
Sacramento  selling  small  boats  while  my 
engine  was  being  fixed.  While  they  were 
fixing  my  engine,  Westsail  asked  me  if  I 
would  do  some  lectures  on  my  trip.  I  did 
two  of  them,  and  they  asked  me  if  I’d 
like  to  work  for  them,  and  I  said  yes. 
This  was  in  1976,  and  Westsail  was  go¬ 
ing  along  like  ga'ngbusters. 

I  worked  for  them  for  about  3  months 
when  we  opened  up  the  office  in 
Sausalito.  In  the  ensuing  period,  I  sold 
my  32  and  got  a  43,  and  Westsail  began 
having  various  problems.  It  got  a  little 
hairy,  because  it  began  to  be  ques¬ 
tionable  whether  they  would  go  into 
bankruptcy  or  finish  my  boat  first.  I  was 
worried,  and  just  kept  hoping  they’d 
finish  that  bugger. 

Actually,  I  had  agreed  to  work  for 
them  only  one  year,  and  then  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  leave  and  go  cruising  again.  But 
they  were  in  trouble  so  I  agreed  to  stay 
for  a  couple  of  more  months,  and  then 
a  few  more,  so  I  ended  up  working  for 
them  for  about  18  months  total. 

Finally  I  decided  to  head  for  Alaska 
and  stay  up  there  for  a  year  and  come 
back.  This  was  right  after  you  guys 
started  your  magazine  and  we’d  had 
that  crazy  race  in  the  Bay  with  Max.  I 
left  with  this  gal,  Barbara. 

Now,  I’ve  been  in  a  lot  of  seas  before, 
but  my  first  experience  with  a  river  bar 
was  at  Humboldt.  It  was  really 
something.  There  were  small  craft 
warnings  and  heavy  seas  —  18  to  20 
feet  right  around  Mendocino  where 
they  stack  up.  I  was  trying  to  cross  at 
high  water  the  best  time  to  cross,  but  I 
got  there  about  3V2  hours  late  so  it  was 
running  the  ebb  by  the  time  I  got  there. 
So  we  had  these  very  large  swells  com¬ 
ing  in  the  entrance,  stacked  up  by  the 
ebb  tide.  The  breakers  were  so  big  they 
just  rolled  right  over  the  top  of  the  jet¬ 
ties.  At  first,  Barbara  wanted  to  go  in 
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because  she  was  afraid  of  the  seas,  but 
now  she  started  screaming  “Oh  no,  Oh 
no,  turn  back.”  I  told  her  I’d  call  the 
Coast  Guard  and  see  what  they’d  have 
to  say  about  it.  But  by  the  time  I  had 
gotten  the  Coast  Guard  on  the  line,  I 
was  committed  —  there  was  no  turning 
back.  Well,  right  then  the  Coast  Guard 
comes  on  to  tell  me  the  bar  is  closed! 
Ho,  ho,  ha!  I  told  them  it  can’t  be  clos¬ 
ed,  because  I’ve  already  started  to 
cross. 

They  said  they  would  send  a  boat  out 
to  stand  by,  but  they  wouldn’t  come  out 
unless  we  got  into  extreme  trouble.  “If 
you  lose  the  boat,  we’ll  come  for  you, 
but  that’s  all  we  can  do,”  they  said.  I 
was  scared  though,  I  was  really  scared, 
these  waves  being  so  steep. 

38:  How  wide  is  the  jetty  there? 

Ty:  It’s  a  1,000  yards  wide,  but 
about  3/i’s  of  that  is  fouled  as  you  get  in¬ 
to  it.  After  you  get  halfway  in,  it’s  only 
about  200  yards  wide  of  useable  water. 
So,  if  you  lose  it  there,  you’ve  lost  it  and 
can’t  recover.  These  waves  are  coming 
about  every  three  minutes  and  they  are 
stacking  up  so  fast  and  high  that  we 
were  getting  breaking  waves  about 
every  two  or  three  minutes.  It  took  a  lit¬ 
tle  over  an  hour  to  get  through,  because 
I  couldn’t  afford  to  run  with  the  breakers 
and  I’d  back  off  on  the  throttle  when 
one  hit  me,  and  then  gun  it  just  after  it 
had  passed. 

It  was  hairy,  when  I  got  in  there  I  was 
covered  in  sweat.  Ho,  ho,  ha.  It  was 
funny  because  all  the  time  we  were  go¬ 
ing  up  the  coast,  Barbara  was  worried 
and  nervous,  but  I  was  singing  chanties 
and  being  so  positive.  In  fact,  I  was  be¬ 
ing  especially  positive  for  her  to  show 
her  there  was  nothing  to  worry  about; 
you  know,  ‘so  it’s  rough,  it’ll  be  O.K.’ 
and  it  helped.  But  in  that  jetty,  well  that 
was  the  first  time  she’d  heard  me  say 
anything  but  positive.  “Shit,”  I  said,  “I 
wish  I  had  insurance  on  this  sucker.” 
Ho,  ho,  ha,  ha.  She  about  dropped, 
ho,  ho,  ha,  ho! 

38:  So  you  don’t  have  insurance  on 
the  boat? 

Ty:  No,  who  can  afford  insurance? 
But  that  really  shook  her  up,  she 
wanted  to  jump  and  take  her  chances  in 


the  water.  But  the  boat  handled  just 
really  well  in  that  stuff,  we  never  lost  it, 
not  one  time.  But  we  did  make  it  in 
O.K.,  and  that  was  the  last  river  bar  we 
had  any  trouble  with.  Even  the  bar  at 
the  Columbia  River,  we  hit  it  at  a  good 
time,  and  it  was  easy. 

We  got  into  Washington  and  it  im¬ 
mediately  became  apparent  —  just  as 
with  Baja  —  that  I  couldn’t  spend  a 
week  there  and  leave.  There  is  just  too 
much  to  see.  So  we  decided  to  spend 
the  summer  around  Washington  and 
Canada,  and  then  I’d  spend  the  winder 
there  and  head  up  to  Alaska  next 
spring.  That’s  what  I  did,  Barbara  left  at 
that  time,  and  during  the  winter  I  fixed 
things  up  on  the  boat,  and  did  the  in¬ 
sulation  ... 

38:  What  did  you  do  to  insulate  it? 

Ty:  Well,  I  tore  everything  out  of  the 
overhead  and  put  on  1”  styrofoam  SM 
all  over  the  overhead. 

38:  Did  it  work  well? 

Ty:  Oh  yeah,  it’s  really  great.  And 
then  on  the  ceilings  (sides  of  the  hull)  I 
put  the  two-part  polyurethane  foam  and 
behind  the  shelves  and  cupboard  I 
bonded  close-cell  polyurethane.  Now 
the  boat  is  really  insulated;  it  doesn’t 
sweat  one  bit. 

38:  Did  it  sweat  a  lot  before? 

Ty:  It’s  the  difference  between  night 
and  day.  Before  when  I  left  the  boat  for 
a  month  during  Christmas,  I  lost  a  lot  of 
leather  clothes  and  other  good  clothes. 
They  had  all  mildewed.  Now  I  don’t  get 
any  moisture  at  all  —  well,  the  only 
place  is  just  a  little  around  the  ports,  but 
that’s  it.  I  don’t  get  any  water  below 
anymore.  I  used  to  have  to  keep  the 
heater/stove  on  10  and  shut  the  for¬ 
ward  and  aft  doors  to  barely  stay  warm. 
Now  I  hardly  have  the  heater  on  higher 
than  1  or  2,  and  I  keep  plenty  warm  and 
can  keep  all  the  doors  open.  It  just 
made  a  big,  big  difference. 

Anyway,  the  next  spring  I  took  off 
from  Vancouver  and  went  to  Alaska 
and  met  a  guy  who  had  been  logging  up 
there  for  about  8  years.  We  hit  it  off, 
and  got  to  talking,  and  he  said  if  I  ever 
got  a  chance,  he  would  try  and  break 
me  in  as  a  cutter  —  he  says  if  I  wanted 
to  work  up  there,  I  wanted  to  be  a  cut- 
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ter,  because  that’s  where  the  money  is. 

38:  It’s  hard  to  be  a  cutter  in  Alaska. 

Ty:  Yeah,  there’s  guys  who  wait  five 
and  six  years  working  as  riggers  waiting 
to  be  cutters.  Riggers  make  $100  a  day, 
and  a  cutter  makes  $200-$250  a  day. 

So,  I  kicked  around  up  there,  hitting 
Glacier  Bay,  and  hit  a  couple  of 
icebergs,  ran  aground  a  few  places,  ho, 
ho,  ha.  And  then  I  thought  I’d  go  over 
and  see  this  guy. 

I  stopped  in  and  he  said  “Hey,  we’ve 
got  a  chance  that  we  might  be  able  to 
break  you  in.  Nobody’s  going  to  hire 
you  if  you’re  green,  so  tell  ‘em  that  you 
worked  with  me  before.  Now  the  boss  is 
going  to  be  gone  for  three  weeks,  and 
during  that  time  I’ll  teach  you  how  to  cut 
so  he  won’t  be  the  wiser  when  he  gets 
back.  If  you  can  catch  on  quick,  they’ll 
never  know  the  difference.” 

38:  What  did  the  other  guys  think? 

Ty:  Well,  there  were  only  two  other 
guys  and  they  thought  that  I  could  cut 
—  at  least  until  they  said  ‘Start  your 
saw,’  and  I  said  “How”?  Ho,  ha,  ho,  ha, 
I’d  never  had  a  chain  saw  in  my  hands 
before  in  my  life,  how  do  I  start  the 
thing?  Ho,  ha,  ho,  ho,  ha.  Actually, 
due  to  this  thing  and  that,  I  only  had  five 
days  to  catch  on  before  the  boss  came 
back.  When  he  got  back,  he  watched 
me  cut  a  little  bit  and  says  “Well,  you' 
obviously  haven’t  had  more  than  a  few 
years  experience,  so”  ho,  ho,  ho,  ho, 
“I’m  going  to  put  you  bucking  under 
Dog  for  a  while.” 

38:  What’s  that  mean? 

Ty:  Means  he  cuts  them  down  and  I 
cut  them  into  logs.  So  we  did  that  for 
two  weeks  and  he  comes  out  and 
watched  me  again  and  says  ‘Aw  hell, 
you’re  pretty  good,  you  can  be  a 
cutter,”  ho,  ho,  ha,  ha,  ho.  So  I  spent 
the  rest  of  the  summer  as  a  cutter,  mak¬ 
ing  pretty  good  money. 

38:  Did  you  ever  tell  him  the  truth? 

Ty:  Hell  no!  Ho,  ho,  ha. 

38:  Were  you  living  on  your  boat 
then? 

Ty:  Yeah.  These  logging  camps 
were  on  floats  right  on  the  water,  and  I 
tied  the  boat  right  up  to  the  camp.  It 
didn’t  cost  me  a  penny.  It’s  funny,  all 


the  loggers  would  sit  there  and  say, 
“What  do  you  want  to  be  a  logger  for  if 
you  have  a  boat  like  that?”  I  told  ‘em,  I 
said  it  was  one  of  the  best  jobs  I’d  ever 
had,  and  it  was.  It’s  tough,  physically, 
it’s  really  tough,  but  it’s  al$o  very  satisfy¬ 
ing.  Now  I  actually  have  gotten  offers 
for  other  jobs  up  there,  so  I  can  even 
choose  now  where  I  want  to  work.  It’s 
funny,  once  you  break  in,  once  you  are 
a  cutter  they  want  you;  but  before  you 
can’t  get  anything.  But  once  you  do  it, 
you’re  a  ‘member’  so  to  speak. 


Heck,  my  ulcers  dried 
up  eight  years  ago  when 
I  started  cruising  and 
they  haven’t  been  back 
since. 


38:  Ty,  if  this  is  too  personal,  don’t 
answer,  but  how  can  you  swing  things 
financially,  how  can  you  afford  to  cruise 
like  this?  Did  you  get  a  lot  of  money 
from  selling  your  restaurant? 

Ty:  Well,  what  happend  was  that  I 
only  paid  $27,000  for  Misti; ,  and  I  cruis¬ 
ed  her  for  five  years,  mostly  on  a  small 
income  from  selling  the  restaurant. 
After  those  five  years  it  was  up  and  I 
had  to  go  back  to  work.  I  came  back 
and  worked  for  Westsail  and  sold  Misty 
for  a  sum  more  than  I  paid  for  it  and  got 
a  good  deal  on  the  Westsail  43  — 
because  it  was  one  of  the  first  ones,  and 
because  I  worked  for  them.  I  also  took 
over  another  little  restaurant  up  in 
Roseville  with  my  brother  and  sister  — 
actually  it  only  runs  on  weekends  at  the 
flea  market. 

38:  Ho,  ho,  ha,  is  that  right? 

Ty:  Yeah,  and  it  gives  me  a  little 
money,  enough  to  put  some  in  the  kitty. 
They  run  it,  and  I  get  part  of  the  profits. 
It  gives  me  enough  money  for  in¬ 
dependence.  If  I  want  to  quit  a  job  in 
Alaska,  I’ll  have  enough  money  to  not 
worry  about  having  to  find  another  im¬ 
mediately.  I  have  the  leeway  of  waiting 


for  a  good  job  to  come  along,  or  waiting 
for  something  that  might  suit  me  a  little 
better. 

So,  I  have  enough  to  cruise,  but  not 
really  enough  to  keep  the  boat  always 
completely  as  up  to  snuff  as  I’d  like.  I 
something  breaks  down,  I  might  have  to 
wait  a  while  to  have  it  replaced  —  that’s 
if  it’s  not  a  necessary  item. 

38:  Have  you  been  able  to  find  jobs, 
cruising  around  as  you’ve  been? 

Ty:  I’ve  always  found  it  quite  easy, 
just  because  I’m  always  willing  to  go 
ahead  and  really  work.  I’ve  found  very 
little  trouble  getting  jobs. 

38:  Did  you  ever  get  a  job  or  work  in 
Mexico? 

Ty:  Well,  let’s  put  it  this  way.  I  made 
money  in  Mexico,  but  not  at  a  regular 
job.  I  used  to  do  a  little  lobstering,  and 
getting  shells  —  I  had  a  thriving  business 
going  in  shells,  actually.  I  used  to  dive 
for  them  and  sell  or  trade  them  to 
tourists  —  I’d  get  T-bone  steaks  and 
stuff.  They’d  really  go  ape  over  the 
lobster.  One  old  man  offered  me  his  six¬ 
teen  year  old  daughter,  ho,  ho,  ha.  It 
was  some  guy  from  Arizona,  and  I  just 
couldn’t  figure  out  if  the  guy  was  serious 
or  not,  but  he  sure  sounded  serious.  I 
told  him  thank  you,  but  I  really  wasn’t 
interested  in  that  kind  of  trade,  ho,  ho, 
ha. 

38:  So  is  it  pleasant  going  around 
from  place  to  place,  working  in  different 
locations? 

Ty:  I  like  that  better  than  anything.  I 
really  do.  I  like  what  I’m  doing  now  het- 
ter  than  anything  I’ve  ever  done. 

38:  Is  that  what  you  hope  to  do  for 
the  next  couple  of  years  or 

Ty:  The  next  couple  of  lifetimes.  | 
Heck,  my  ulcers  dried  up  eight  years 
ago  after  I  started  cruising  and  they 
haven’t  been  back  since.  I  haven’t  had 
any  real  illness  or  anything. 

38:  How  old  are  you? 

Ty:  Thirty-seven. 


Next  month  our  interview  with  Ty 
continues.  He’ll  talk  about  cruising  boats 
and  gear  for  cruising  boats. 


ATTENTION  BOAT  OWNERS 

Ron's 
Marine 
Services 


Announces  Dockside  Service  For 

Outboard  Repairs 
Trailer  Repairs 
Boat  Cleaning 
Hull  Repairs 
Bottoms  Cleaned 
Engine  Repairs 
Diving  Services 
Electrical  Repairs 
Janitorial  Services 

CALL  883-0674  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE 

"We  Come  To  Your  Boot” 

Ron's  Marine  Services 

•  91 1  Bel  Marin  Keys  Blvd.  •  Bel  Morin  Keys.  CA  94947 


YACHT  INSURANCE 

Good 
insurance 
coverage 
is  good 
business. 

Good 
insurance 
coverage 
starts  with 

Sheridan  Merrick 

and  Company 

\ 

350  CaliforniaStreet 
SanFrancisco,CA94l04 
(415)  956-6620 


Custom  Made  in  Hong  Kong  to  American  Specifications 


Save 

Money 

On 

Sails! 


SAMPLE  PRICES 


MAIN 

JIB 

GENOA 

CAL  20 

222.00 

124.00 

164.00 

CAL  2-29 

412.00 

272.00 

440.00 

ISLANDER  28 

322.00 

325.00 

376.00 

ISLANDER  36 

,  548.00 

450.00 

618.00 

WEST  SAIL  32 

636.00 

296.00  ' 

564.00 

WEST  SAIL  42 

905.00 

375.00 

952.00 

(Prices  subject  to  change.) 


Sails  for  any  boat  —  Islander,  Yankee,  Ericson,  etc. 


WRITE  OR  PHONE 


LEE  SAILS  O 

C*G  MARINE 


804  Kennedy  St.,  Oakland,  CA  94606  (41 5)  533-6980 
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HEATING  SYSTEMS. 

Experts  in  the  installation  and  repair  of 
electrical,  heating,  refrigeration  and 
corrosion  systems. 

Also  Dealers  for  Major  Brands. 

Call  us  at 

(415)  332-3780 

EDINGER  MARINE  SERVICE 

399  Harbor  Dr.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

CORROSION  CONTROL 
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♦ONE-DESIGN  SPINNAKERS 


♦  OLYMPIC  QUALITY  TRAP¬ 
EZE  HARNESSES 

♦  SPINNAKERS  JACKETS 

♦  ONE-DESIGN  BOAT  COVERS, 
AND  MORE.  .  . 

Write  or  call  Sally  Lindsay  or 
Tamisie  Honey 


THE  SPINNAKER  SHOP 
P.O.  Box  2996 
Stanford,  CA  94305 
(408)  257-2142 


HELP  WANTED 

Work  in  San  Francisco  Bay’s 
Growing  Yacht  Service  &  Rigging  Industry. 

All  Skills  Needed: 

Marine  Electricians 
Sail  &  Power  Riggers 
Shipwrights 
Varnish  &  Paint  Experts 
Cleaners  &  Detailers 

Send  Resume  &  Salary  History  in  Confidence  to: 

ADVT.  NO.  1 

do:  Latitude  38,  P.O.  Box  1678 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 


Complete  Marine  Supplies  at  Affordable  Prices 

CHECK  AROUND,  THEN  CALL  US 

IYachtcraft  Kit  Boats  34’  to  44’ 

Southwind  32’  Kit  Boats _ I 

Boat  Building  Supplies  —  Repairs  —  Boat  Building  Space 


909  ELIZABETH  ST.,  ALVISO,  CA  95002  (408)  263-1453 
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THE  PHANTOM  GYNECOLOGIST 

N. 


I’ve  won  at  so  many  things  in  my  life  that  it’s 
disgusting!  I’ve  literally  had  the  Midas  touch.  I 
have  a  beautiful  wife  that  I  love  to  pieces;  I’ve 
got  five  healthy  children;  I’m  worth  over  a  hun¬ 
dred  million  dollars;  I  own  a  baseball  team,  a 
basketball  team,  a  soccer  team;  I  have  an  eight 
square  mile  plantation  with  a  mansion  like  “Gone 
With  The  Wind;”  I  just  bought  a  1200  acre  island 
and  I’m  going  to  put  a  little  beach  house  on  it;  I 
have  a  E>00  acre  farm  near  Atlanta;  I  own  two 
private  T.V.  networks;  I  have  three  or  four 
gorgeous  girlfriends;  I  have  everything  and  I’m 
only  forty  years  old.  I  couldn’t  write  on  a  list 
anything  more  than  I  want.  Everywhere  I  go 
people  love  me.” 


ARTICLE  &  PHOTOS  BY  SUE  ROWLEY 

/ 
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Hi,  how  y’all?”  Ted  Turner  greeted 
me  in  his  disarming  Andy  Griffith  drawl. 
His  face  was  smeared  with  gooey  white 
sunscreen  and  he  looked  like  a  little  boy 
who  had  just  finished  a  pie  eafing  con¬ 
test. 

We  were  on  our  way  out  to  the  start-  ' 
ing  line  of  the  Six  Metre  eliminations  in 
a  big  power  yacht  towing  Ted’s  boat 
Ranger  and  Tom  Blackaller’s  St.  Francis 
VII  and  I  seized  the  opportunity  to  talk 
with  him.  He  was  subdued  and  philo¬ 
sophical  that  day  and  wanted  to  talk 
more  about  the  crises  in  America  and 
his  dreams  for  the  future  than  sailing. 
Maybe  because  he  wasn’t  doing  so  well. 

“I  don’t  really  like  sailing,  I  never 
did,”  he  claimed.  I  told  him  that  was  dif¬ 
ficult  to  believe  coming  from  the  recent 
winner  of  three  major  ocean  events. 
(The  Annapolis  to  Newport,  Fastnet 
races  and  S.O.R.C.) 

“My  whole  life  is  competition,”  he 
continued.  “It’s  an  eighteen  hour  day  of 
top  level,  back  to  the  wall  competition. 
I’m  burned  out.  I  don’t  have  that  killer 
instinct  anymore.  For  a  grown  man  to 
be  screwing  around  with  sailing  boats 
when  our  nation  faces  the  greatest  crises 
in  its  history  ...  we  oughta  be 
working.” 

I  mentioned  that  Roger  Vaughn’s 
book  had  quoted  Ted  as  saying  ‘live 
never  had  any  problem  with  priorities. 
Mine  are  sailing,  business,  and  family, 
in  that  order.” 

“It’s  just  been  in  the  last  year  that  I 
didn’t  like  it,”  he  explained.  “I’ve  over¬ 
committed  myself  this  year  and  I  just 
recently  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  there’s 
more  important  things  to  do.  I’m  going 
to  quit  sailing,  at  least  I’m  going  to  quit 
doing  it  at  top  level.  This  top  level  sail¬ 
ing  is  all  pros  masquerading  as 
amateurs.  It’s  the  only  sport  in  the  world 
where  they  ^haven’t  defined  what  pro¬ 
fessional  and  amateur  are.  Blackaller  i§ 
being  paid  to  be  out  here.  He’s  not  on 
leave  of  absence  without  pay.  When  he 
wins  races  he  sells  more  sails.  It’s  an  ab¬ 
solute  sham  that  these  people  aren’t 
identified  as  professionals.  Not  that 
there’s  anything  wrong  with  being  a  pro¬ 


fessional.  In  football  or  basketball  or  golf 
that’s  something  to  be  proud  of  but  in 
sailing,  the  professionals  want  to  sail 
against  the  amateurs.  They  don’t  want 
to  sail  against  each  other.  Somebody 
who’s  working  at  something  all  the  time 
is  going  to  beat  someone  who’s  only  do¬ 
ing  it  part  time.” 

“Would  you  like  it  better  if  you  were 
winning?” 

“I’d  like  it  somewhat  better  but  it 
wouldn’t  make  that  much  difference. 
I’ve  won  at  so  many  things  in  my  life 
that  it’s  disgusting!  I’ve  literally  had  the 
Midas  touch.  I  have  a  beautiful  wife  that 
I  love  to  pieces;  I’ve  got  five  healthy 
children;  I’m  worth  over  a  hundred 
million  dollars;  I  own  a  baseball  team, 


basketball  team,  a  soccer  team;  I  have 
an  eight  square  mile  plantation  with  a 
mansion  like  “Gone  with  the  Wind;”  I 
just  bought  a  1200  acre  island  and  I’m 
going  to  put  a  little  beach  house  on  it;  I 
have  a  600  acre  farm  near  Atlanta;  I 
own  two  private  T.V.  networks;  I  have 
three  or  four  gorgeous  girlfriends;  I  have 
everything  and  I’m  only  forty  years  old. 
I  couldn’t  write  on  a  list  anything  more 
that  I  want.  Everywhere  I  go,  people 
love  me.” 

“Is  that  what  happiness  is  for  you?”  I 
asked . 

“No,  what  1  want  to  do  is  set  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  common  sense  and  dignity 
and  brotherhood  and  humanity,”  he 
said  with  touching  sincerity,  and  I  began 
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Ted  Turner  at  the  helm  of  Ranger.  Gary  jobson  is  forward.  > 


to  think  that  Ted  Turner  has  been  mis¬ 
represented  a  bit.  He  wasn’t  coming 
across  as  the  acid-tongued,  egotfst  he 
is  portrayed  in  the  sports  pages,  and  I 
told  him  so. 

“When  you  get  to  be  a  celebrity,  peo¬ 
ple  always  seem  to  ask  the  same  ques¬ 
tions  and  there’s  never  enough  time  for 
them  to  get  to  know  who  you  really 
are,”  he  said.  Then  he  told  me  about 
being  on  the  board  of  the  NAAf  P  and 
his  support  of  the  Boy  Scouts  and  how 
he  started  a  news  network  because  the 
T.  V.  news  is  always  slanted  towards  the 
bad.  “People  at  the  big  networks  say  its 
not  going  to  work  and  I’m  going  to  go 
broke  and  I  say  ‘well,  at  least  I  tried.’  I’m 
making  my  money  and  trying  to  do 


something  good  with  it.  At  least  I’ll  be  a 
glorious  failure.” 

He  sat  there  boyishly  swinging  back 
and  forth  in  a  swivel  chair,  drank  a  cup 
of  tea,  and  complained  about  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  American  cars.  “I  see  no  reasop 
why  the  Japanese  and  Germans  should 
make  better  cars  than  we  do.  We  wup-, 
ped  ‘em  in  the  war,  didn’t  we?”  Then  he 
mourned  the  decline  of  the  dollar  and 
mentioned  that  six  months  ago  he  had 
bought  two  million  dollars  worth  of 
Krugerrands. 

As  I  edged  him  back  toward  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  sailing,  he  confessed  that  racing 
Six-Metres  had  been  somewhat  fruitful. 
“From  a  practice  standpoint,  coming 
out  here  and  doing  this  has  been  ex¬ 


cellent.  I  haven’t  sailed  competitive 
small  boats  in  a  long  time  so  even 
though  we’re  getting  beaten,  I’m  getting 
my  hand  back  in.  From  a  sailing  stand¬ 
point,  it’s  been  a  very  wise  program.” 

When  we  arrived  at  the  starting  area, 
Ted  made  a  sideshow  out  of  donning  a 
costume  designed  to  protect  his  sunblis- 
tered  face  and  hands.  The  multi¬ 
millionaire  sportsman  put  on  white  cot¬ 
ton  gloves,  sunglasses  secured  by  a  foot 
of  string,  another  goopy  layer  of 
sunscreen  which  he  covered  with  a 
green  print  neckerchief  tied  bandit-style 
around  his  face,  and  topped  it  off  with  a 
white  Michelob  baseball  cap.  Blackaller 
dubbed  him  “The  Phantom  Gynecolo¬ 
gist,”  and  the  two  traded  insults, 
obscenities,  and  sailing  strategy,  more 
in  the  notorious  Turner  tradition,  before 
climbing  aboard  their  respective  race 
machines  for  the  main  event. 

Turner  won  one  and  lost  one  that 
day,  but  Blackaller  had  cinched  the 
position  as  defender  of  the  cup. 

We  took  St.  Francis  VII  in  tow  for  the 
ride  back  to  the  clubhouse,  but  Turner 
blasted  off  defiantly  through  the  enor¬ 
mous  chop  with  spray  flying  and  one  of 
his  crew  hiking  out  in  a  bosun’s  chair  at¬ 
tached  to  a  halyard.  It  was  a  grand 
display,  and  he  sailed  that  elite  play¬ 
thing  right  smack  into  its  berth  in  front  of 
the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club. 

I  saw  him  again  as  the  crews  were 
dunking  each  other.  He  shouted  good¬ 
bye  to  his  crew,  walked  off  alone, 
almost  lonesomely  to  his  rented  car,  & 
probably  on  to  an  Atlanta-bound  jet. 

He  had  altered  my  pre-conceived  im¬ 
age  of  him  as  the  Muhammed  Ali  of  sail¬ 
ing.  I  found  him  to  be  articulate  instead 
of  “mouthy,”  considerate  as  opposed  to 
“arrogant,”  independent  rather  than 
“opinionated.”  He  has  a  style  all  his 
own,  to  be  sure,  but  it  is  definitely  a 
likeable  one. 

Perhaps  he  is  mellowing.  I  hope  not 
too  much.  Now  he’s  off  to  play  with 
Twelve-Metres  and  hopefully,  to  defend 
the  America’s  Cup.  Will  he  really  give 
up  sailing?  I  wouldn’t  want  to  bet  on  it. 

—  sue  rowley 


Page  63 


the  North  American  Six-Metre  Cham¬ 
pionship  fleet  races  in  Seattle.  She  won 
four  straight  races  with  Commodore 
Tompkins  substituting  at  the  helm. 
Then  Tom  Blackaller  returned  from  the 
Olympic  pretrials  to  resume  command 
for  the  World’s,  and  took  a  lot  of  ribbing 
when  he  lost  to  the  previous  world 
champion  Pelle  Petterson  of  Sweden. 

Indeed,  the  American- Australian 
competition  might  have  been  livelier 


In  San  Francisco,  St.  Francis  VII  is  tops. 


had  Pelle  committed  to  race  in  San 
Francico.  Instead  he  headed  home  to 
pursue  Sweden’s  12-Metre  America’s 
Cup  campaign. 

Even  colorful  Ted  Turner  and  his 
notable  crew  from  Courageous  failed  to 
'add  much  spice  to  the  scene.  Their  lack 
of  practice  on  the  Six-Metre  was  evi¬ 
dent.  “The  first  time  I  ever  set  foot  on  a 
Six-Metre  was  on  Ranger  after  it  was 
built,”  Ted  commented.  He  did  not  do 
too  poorly,  but  in  match  racing,  there 
simply  is  no  second  place. 

Participating  in  the  American  elimina¬ 
tions  in  addition  to  Sf.  Francis  VII  and 
Ranger,  were  Ah  Si  Si!  sponsored  by 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Sailing  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  Warhorse  from  Seattle. 

The  four  Swedish  boats  slugged  it  out 
in  an  elimination  round  marked  by  gear 
failure  and  conservative  starting  tactics, 
although  these  boats  seem  more  evenly 
matched  than  the  American  sixes.  (In- 


There’s  one  thing  to  be  said  about  a 
flawless,  experienced  crew  in  match 
racing;  it  makes  for  a  very  dull  show. 
And  unfortunately  for  the  spectators, 
that’s  the  way  the  racing  for  the 
American-Australian  Cup  turned  out  as 
Tom  Blackaller  and  his  superb  crew  of 
Commodore  Tompkins,  Steve  Taft, 
John  Ravizza  and  Don  Kohlmann  took 
over  at  the  start  and  walked  away  easily 
with  every  race  in  the  eliminations  to 
determine  the  American  defender  of  the 
Cup,  There  were  never  any  of  the  feisty 
'tacking  duels  or  clever  defensive 
maneuvers  that  can  liven  up  match 
races. 

St.  Francisco  VII’s  victory  was  a  com¬ 
bination  of  proven  design  from  the 
drawing  board  of  Six-Metre  veteran 
Gary  Mull,  immaculate  execution  of 
that  design  by  Bill  Lee,  incredible  per¬ 
formance  by  her  crew,  and  probable  in 
some  part,  the  advantage  of  racing  on 
her  own  home  waters. 

Shortly  before  the  American- 
Australian  Challenge  Series  took  place, 
St.  Francis  VII  was  driven  to  victory  in 
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terestingly,  the  Swedes  owned  the 
previous  champion,  St.  Francis  VI,  but 
chose  not  to  bring  her  to  the  races.)  May 
Be  XII  emerged  the  victor  among  the 
Swedes  and  went  on  to  eliminate  the 
Austrailian  yacht,  Pacemaker,  .marking 
the  first  time  an  Australian  boat  has  not 
qualified  to  participate  in  the  finals  for 
the  American-Austrailian  trophy. 

The  St.  Francis  VII  is  in  the  process  of 
obliterating  May  Be  XII  by  almost 
daysailing  around  the  course.  So  far  the 
Swedes  have  sabatoged  their  expensive 
effort  through  such  blunders  as  being 
over  the  line  early  and  sailing  with  their 
mainsail  five  inches  short  of  full  hoist.  It 
does  not  seem  presumptuous,  thereby, 
to  proclaim  that  the  St.  Francis  Yacht 
Club  has  secured  the  Australian- 
American  Cup  for  the  fifth  straight  time 
in  as  many  attempts,  even  though  there 
are  still  two  races  to  go. 

—  sue  rowley 


Australian-American  Cup  winning  crew:  (Above)  Skipper  Tom  Blackaller.  (Below  left)  Com¬ 
modore  Tompkins  and  Steve  Taft.  (Below  right)  John  Ravizza  and  Don  Kohlmann. 
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MARAJUANA,  BOATS,  COAST  GUARD  &  COURTS 


In  the  darkness,  a  diesel  drones,  ap¬ 
proaching  .  .  .  the  anxious  crew  strains 
to  hear  in  the  foggy  night.  Is  it  a  tug?  .  .  . 
they  listen,  their  apprehension  well- 
founded,  for  the  boat  from  Hawaii  is 
stuffed  to  the  gunwales  with  a  special 
delivery  for  bay  area  pot  connoisseurs: 
900  lbs.  of  outrageous  marijuana. 
Lights  loom  ...  a  fishing  boat?  .  .  .  and 
then,  a  spotlight  blinds  the  crew  .  .  . 
oooooh  no!  it’s  the  Coast  Guard! 

Now  for  the  half  million  dollar  ques¬ 
tion  (street  value  of  the  goods) :  does  the 
Coast  Guard  have  the  right  to  board  the 
drug  runners’  yacht  to  inspect? 

The  answer  is  unclear.  For  200  years 
the  Coast  Guard  has  had  blanket 
authority  to  search  boats.  In  fact,  the 
Coast  Guard  is  the  only  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agency  in  the  country  that  doesn’t 
need  a  warrant  or  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  order  to  search.  The 
Coast  Guard  claims  that  random  in¬ 
spection  is  the  only  way  to  enforce  safe¬ 
ty  regulations,  and  the  courts  have  con¬ 
sistently  upheld  this  authority. 

Just  recently,  though,  local  federal 
courts  have  clamped  down  on  the 
Coast  Guard’s  right  to  search  anytime 
they  want.  It  may  take  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  to  decide  whether 
boating  safety  overrides  the  boat  user’s 
4th  Amendment  right  to  privacy. 

The  case  in  question  involves  the 
unlucky  owners  of  a  Columbia  43.  Two 
men  sailing  into  San  Francisco  bay  on 
the  Delphene  in  January,  1978  with  2.5 


tons  of  marijuana  on  board.  These 
weary  voyagers  were  only  minutes  from 
the  dock  when  they  were  approached 
by  the  Coast  Guard.  Officers  thought 
they  were  just  going  to  count  life 
jackets,  but  they  ended  up  counting 
pounds. 

How  do  you  hide  two  and  a  half  tons 
of  pot  on  a  43-foot  boat?  Forget  it.  The 
Coast  Guard  took  one  look  in  the  cabin, 
saw  the  stuff  everywhere,  and  busted 
the  two. 

In  March,  1978  Judge  William 
Schwarzer  threw  out  the  Delphene  case 
saying  that  random  searches  are  illegal 
and  an  invasion  of  privacy.  He  didn’t 
buy  the  200-year-authority-to-search- 
argument  and  said,  sorry  Coast  Guard, 
you  can’t  do  that  anymore.  The  Feds 
appealed. 

Last  month,  the  appellate  judges 
backed  down  a  bit  from  the  lower  court 
ruling.  They  said  that  daytime  is  good 
enough  for  safety  inspections  and  that 
night  time  searches  are  not  permissable 
because  they’re  too  intrusive  and 
upsetting  to  those  onboard.'  The  court 
said  that  if  the  Coast  Guard  wants  to 
stop  boats  at  night,  they’ve  got  to  see 
something  suspicious  or  decide  which 
boats  to  search  by  some  random 
method.  So  now  Coast  Guard  patrols 
after  dark  get  orders  something  like 
“search  every  18th  vessel  between  80 
-100  feet.”  Boaters  can  still  be  searched 
at  night  if  they’re  misfortunate  enough 
to  either  look  “suspicious”  or  be  that 
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unlucky  18th  boat. 

The  court  based  its  ruling  on  a  recent 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
threw  out  a  Delaware  law  which  had 
allowed  police  to  stop  anybody  they  felt 
like  to  check  drivers’  licenses  and 
registrations.  The  appellate  court  ruled 
in  the  Delphene  case  that  if  car  owners 
are  protected  by  the  4th  Amendment 
right  to  privacy,  then  boat  owners  ought 
to  be,  too. 

On  the  west  coast  we’ve  got  judges 
limiting  the  Coast  Guard's  right  to 
search;  but  on  the  east  coast  judges 
have  always  said,  go  right  ahead.  There 
the  Coast  Guard  puts  a  little  dent  in  Col¬ 
umbia  to  Florida  drug  traffic  by  intercep¬ 
ting  boats.  Federal  judges  there  think 
that’s  just  fine,  and  let  them  search 
anytime,  anyplace. 

The  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  is  not 
pleased  with  out  local  judges’  more 
liberal  decision.  They’re  ready  to  go  all 
the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to 
restore  the  Coast  Guard’s  authority. 

Defense  attorney  Kim  LaValley 
thinks  the  Delphene  decision  signals  an 
end  to  the  Coast  Guard’s  blanket  right 
to  search.  He  says  the  case  has  attracted 
a  lot  of  national  attention.  He’s  been 
contacted  by  several  people  upset  by 
strange  Coast  Guard  tactics  in  dealing 
with  drug  smugglers  on  the  east  coast. 
According  to  LaValley’s  sources,  in  two 
instances  when  the  Coast  Guard 
discovered  large  quantities  of  drugs  on  a 
boat,  they  simply  took  the  dopers  off 
the  boat  —  and  then  sank  it!  Who  needs 
the  law  anyway? 

—  teresa  taylor 
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Owning  a  Charter  Sailboat  is  not 

restricted  to  toe  Caribbean. . . 

;•'*  •*  ♦  . 

V 

If  you’re  looking  at  giving  Uncle  Sam  too  much  money  in  1979, 
change  course,  and  have  him  pay  you.  Sounds  unbelievable  —  Call  us 
and  let  us  show  you  in  facts  and  figures  how  owning  a  Charter  Sailboat 
really  works.  Let  us  show  you  how  to  make  that  new  expensive  toy  a  tax 
deductible  yacht! 

.  Only  a  few  openings  remain  the  largest  charter  company  on  the  Bay. 

Now  is  the  time  to  own  the  yacht  you’ve  always  wanted.  Call  us  for 
details. 

Y 

thalers  tor:  Bricson  Yachts  •  $2  Yachts  •  Pacific  Seacrafi  •  Cariha  Pertf  47  2  4f 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  YACHT  SALES 

2415  MARINER  SO.  DRIVE,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501  (415)  523-8773 


-  - - - - 

Your  boat  insurance 

'  .  "* 

can  go  DOWN  as  well  as  UP 


Are  you  a  more  experienced  skipper  this  year?  Is  your  boat 
VAL  CLAYTON,  in  better  condition?  Is  your  no-loss  record  better?  These 
BROKER  things  reduce  your  boat  insurance  costs.  Have  us  re-evaluate 

you  and  your  boat  as  of  NOW.  You  may  have  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise  awaiting  you.  Give  us  a  call. 


CAPTAIN  NEILL  INSURANCE  AGENCY 


582  MARKET  STREET,  SUITE  614,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94104 
PHONE  (415)  421-4995  ESTABLISHED  1938 


TRI-TRIALS 


Mention  mutyihull  racing  and  most 
San  Francisco  sailors  think  of  the  Hobie 
Cats,  the  Nacras  and  their  kind.  Some 
will  undoubtedly  think  of  the  ‘C’  Class 
catamarans  with  their  wing  sails  and  car¬ 
bon  graphite  whatevers.  Mention  cruis¬ 
ing  multihulls  and  most  will  think  of  the 
Piver-like  boat  growing  to  the  end  of  the 
dock.  And  when  cruising  multihull  rac¬ 
ing  is  mentioned,  they  just  shake  their 
heads,  shrug  their  shoulders  and  walk 
away.  And  for  good  reason.  Until  July 
28th,  there  had  never  been  a  cruising 
multihull  race  on  the  Bay. 

On  July  28,  six  boats,  sailing  in  two 
divisions,  sailed  a  17-mile  triangular 
course  in  the  South  Bay.  In  the  racing 
division,  there  was  Joe  Therrialt’s  Sun¬ 
downer,  and  Steve  Dillons  Darkstar. 
Sundowner,  a  Crowther  designed  Buc¬ 
caneer  33,  was  built  by  Joe  and  his  wife 
and  is  a  fine  example  of  the  current 
breed  of  racing/cruising  trimarans. 
Darkstar,  a  production  Stiletto 
catamaran,  is  the  ‘state  of  the  art’  rac¬ 
ing/cruising  (camping)  catamaran. 

The  cruising  division  was  characteriz- 


Stiletto. 


Darkstar. 


ed  by  four  older,  but  still  competitive 
designs.  Barry  Parkinson’s  30-foot 
AEG,  a  modified  Piver  Nimble,  had 
been  widened,  given  a  wider  beam  and 
dagger  board.  Bill  Maudru’s  28-foot 
Norm  Cross  designed  Amazing  Grace. 
Triessence,  a  Brown  37  owned  by 
Bruce  Stevens  was  the  largest  boat  in 
the  race.  Bruce  sailed  to  a  third  place  in 
the  1978  SSS  Farallon  Islands  Race. 
Rounding  out  the  cruisers  was  TryMe,  a 
28-foot  Piver  Encore.  TryMe  is  similar 
to  AEG  and  many  of  the  simpler,  early 
Piver  trimarans  on  the  Bay. 

In  the  two  boat  racing  division,  Sun¬ 
downer  crossed  the  starting  line  ahead 
of  Darkstar  and  continued  in  the  lead  to 
the  Hunter’s  Point  weather  mark. 
Darkstar  pulled  even  at  the  south  Bay’s 
Radar  Tower,  but.then  dropped  back  as 
the  winds  turned  light.  Sundowner 
crossed  the  finish  five  minutes  ahead, 
but  ended  up  second  on  corrected  time. 

Amazing  Grace  led  the  cruising  tri’s 
across  the  line,  but  it  was  AEG,  the  only 
boat  in  the  fleet  to  take  the  Alameda' 
shore,  that  rounded  the  weather  mark 
first.  Amazing  Grace,  Triessence,  and 
TryMe  all  pulled  close  as  AEG  finished 
with  a  five  minute  lead  over  Grace. 
TryMe  was  third,  and  Bruce  Stevens 
was  a  distant  fourth  after  taking  an  ex¬ 
cursion  up  the  mast  trying  to  drop  his 
1500  square  foot  spinnaker. 

On  handicap,  TryMe  edged  Amazing 


Grace  and  AEG  to  take  first.  The  spin¬ 
naker  problem  left  Triessence  in  fourth. 
Although  the  handicap  system  needs 
refining,  it  seems  basically  equitable. 

The  idea  behind  the  race  was  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  racing  fleet  with  an  eventual 
goal  of  integrating  multihulls  into  the 
Yacht  Racing  Association  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  To  this  however,  multihulls  must 
be  organized  and  capable  of  assuring 
respectable  turnouts.  An  attempt  will 
also  be  made  to  join-up  with  MHRA 
(Multi  Hull  Racing  Association,)  the 
small  but  well-organized  daysailing 
multihull  group. 

This  first  race  was  a  success,  and  we’ll 
attempt  to  keep  the  momentum  build¬ 
ing  with  a  second  Multihull  Race  on 
Saturday,  September  29.  This  race  will 
be  sailed  on  a  North  Bay  course.  If 
you’re  interested,  call  Paul  Mazza  at 
(415)  895-8509,  or  write  to  1064 
Tulane  Avenue,  San  Leandro,  CA 
94579.  i 

Tom  Montoya,  Glen  Miller  and  Jen 
Ayres  served  as  a  fine  race  committee. 

—  paul  mazza 
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UFEIWTS 


Last  month  we  published  Part  I  of  a 
feature  on  liferafts.  We  ended  it  the 
same  way  we’re  going  to  start  Part  II  — 
with  the  following  warning:  Buying  a 
liferaft  doesn’t  mean  you’ve  bought  sail¬ 
ing  ‘life’  insurance.  A  liferaft  is  no  dif¬ 
ferent  than  any  other  tool;  it  needs  an 
owner  who  knows  how  to  use  it,  it 
needs  the  proper  supplies  and  ac¬ 
cessories,  and  it  needs  to  be  properly 
maintained. 

Know  How  It  Works 

What’s  there  to  know  about  how  a 
liferaft  works?  Not  much  more  than 
reading  the  basic  instructions  that- come 
with  it  and  being  familiar  with  the  gear 
included  in  the  raft.  You’d  be  suprised 
how  many  people  buy  an  expensive 
piece  of  safety  equipment  and  don’t 
know  how  to  use  it.  A  few  months  ago, 
we  helped  a  guy  delivering  a  boat  south 
borrow  a  liferaft  and  EP1RB.  The  owner 
of  the  EPIRB,  and  experienced  ocean 
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Dear  Sir: 

My  husband,  son,  and  1  were  very  in¬ 
terested  in  your  article  on  life  rafts  in  the 
September  edition  of  your  fine  publica¬ 
tion. 

We  made  a  circumnavigation  from 
1973-78  in  our  40-ft.  cutter.  Vela.  Un¬ 
fortunately  we  bought  a  Winslow  life  raft 
because  it  appeared  to  be  adequate  and 
cheaper  than  an  Avon. 

A  few  weeks  before  we  left,  we  decid¬ 
ed  to  test  the  6  man  raft  (there  were  four 
of  us  including  my  daughter.)  We  tested 
it  in  a  friend’s  swimming  pool.  Both 
chambers  inflated  but  immediately  a  big 
hole  (caused  by  chafe)  appeared  in  one 
chamber  and  all  the  gas  escaped.  This 
was  a  brand  new  raft.  The  hand  pump 
didn’t  work. 

My  husband  attempted  to  patch  it  but 
the  location  made  it  impossible  for  a 
good  patch.  He  was  pretty  upset  and 
we  were  scheduled  to  leave  in  two 
weeks.  He  called  Winslow  in  Florida 


racer,  explained  that  you  activate  the 
beacon  by  sliding  the  shield  off.  Lucky 
the  guy  borrowing  it  didn’t  have  to  use 
it,  because  he’d  be  one  sorry  sucker. 
You  had  to  slide  the  shield  back  then 
flick  the  switch. 

It’s  the  same  with  liferafts,  some  peo¬ 
ple  think  you  have  to  ‘unlace’  a  valise  to 
get  it  out.  Look  your  liferaft  over;  know 
what  and  where  you’d  inflate  it  in  an 
emergency,  visualize  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  when  it  inflated.  It’s  easy  and  only 
takes  a  few  minutes. 

t 

Liferaft  Accessories  and  Supplies 

The  accessories  you  need  inside  or 
along  with  your  liferaft  pose*  a  more 
complicated  problem.  Frequently  some 
raft  contents  depend  on  where  you’re 
going  and  at  what  time  of  year,  as  well 
as  other  factors.  But  for  a  basic  list  of 
what  should  be  inside  the  raft,  we  can 
again  look  to  Coast  Guard  specifications 
for  liferafts  on  commercial  vessels.  They 


require  the  following:  a  heaving  line, 
waterproof  instruction  manual,  jack 
knife,  automatic  interior  and  exterior 
light,  inflation-deflation  pump,  sea  an¬ 
chor,  bailer,  drinking  cup.  first  aid  kit, 
N  flashlight,  mirror,  one  pound  of  bread 
per  person  of  rated  capacity,  a  repair 
kit,  2  rocket  flares  and  6  hand  flares,  a 
sponge.  IV2  quarts  of  water  per  person; 
a  whistle,  and  fishing  tackle. 

Major  liferaft  manufacturers  such  as 
Avod't  Sea  Jay  Elliot.  BLF.  Goodrich, 
Given's,  RFD,  Swatlik,  and  Zodiac  to 
name  a  few,  offer  these  basics  as  stan¬ 
dard  or  as  option.  Get  all  items:  they're 
not  optional  for  safety.  In  recent  years, 
some  of  the  standard  supplies  on  some 
rafts  have  been  upgraded;  if  you  buy  a 
used  raft,  have  it  recertified  and  make 
sure  that  all  the  upgraded  supplies  are 
included. 

You  may  well  want  to  include  other 
gear.  One  thing  you  must  carry  either  in 
the  liferaft  or  where  you  can  get  to  it  fast 


collect  and  they  offered  to  ship  a  new 
life  raft  by  air  for  no  charge.  We  thought 
that  was  very  nice  of  them. 

The  new  raft  arrived  in  a  few  days 
and  since  we  were  living  on  the  boat  by 
then,  we  laid  the  raft  out  on  the  dock  to 
test  it.  Surprise  —  one  chamber  didn’t 
inflate,  the  lanyard  broke,  the  pin  fell 
out  of  the  valve,  and  the  bottle  was 
empty  because  the  valve  was  faulty.  My 
thought  was  great,  we  could  have 
drowned  twice! 

My  husband  took  the  bottles  to  be 
refilled  but  it  turned  out  they  were  not 
new  bottles,  they  had  not*  been 
hydrostatically  tested  so  the  wire  wrap 
had  to  be  removed  so  they  could  be 
tested. 

My  husband  built  one  life  raft  out  of 
the  two  and  sent  the  remainders  back  to 
Winslow.  It  came  with  a  2  part  cannister 
which  we  mounted  on  deck. 

As  it  turned  out,  we  had  to  use  the 
raft  after  running  on  a  reef  in  Fiji  in 


1974.  We»  had  added  a  line  totally 
around  the  raft  to  attach  it  to  the  boat,  a 
sea  anchor,  and  paddles  as  well  as 
emergency  rations.  Luckily  it  inflated 
and  we  placed  our  daughter  inside.  We 
were  able  to  walk  to  shore  as  it  was  a  fr¬ 
inging  reef  so  we  actually  hadn't  needed 
the  raft.  However.  3  of  us  slept  in  the 
raft  for  2  nights  —  there  was  no  way  3 
of  us  could  lie  down  in  the  0  man  raft, 
four  could  barely  even  fit  in. 

After  we  rebuilt  the  Vela  and  resum¬ 
ed  cruising,  we  continued  carrying  the 
raft  on  deck  but  since  the  cannister  was 
not  water  tight,  the  raft  gradually 
deteriorated  due  to  salt  water  exposure. 
Now.  fortunately,  it  is  in  such  sad  shape 
no  one  else  will  ever  have  to  use  it.  We 
would  never  buy  a  Winslow  again. 

Sincerely. 

Dawn  E.  Wilcox 
Palo  Alto 
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is  an  EPIRB  (Emergency  Position  In¬ 
dication  Radio  Beacon.)  Other  items 
you  may  want  are  a  solar  still,  space 
blankets  and  extra  clothes,  a  more  ex¬ 
tensive  first  aid  kit,  extra  food  and 
water.  Not  all  of  this  would  fit  into  a  nor¬ 
mal  raft  valise  or  cannister  so  you  may 
want  an  additional  container  of  survival 
equipment  kept  near  the  raft  or  very 
handy. 

Nils  Kisling,  who  survived  the  liferaft 
off  Pi  we  discussed  in  Part  1 ,  carries  his 
own  duffle  bag  of  survival  gear  on 
delivery  trips.  Included  in  the  bag  are 
wool  sweaters,  wool  underwear,  a  wet¬ 
suit  top,  as  well  as  an  EPIRB  and  flares 
if  they  are  not  already  in  the  raft. 

For  individuals  or  groups  looking  for 
specific  information  on  extra  gear  to 
take  in  their  rafts,  you  may  wish  to  con¬ 
tact  someone  like  George  Sigler  at  Sur¬ 
vival  &  Safety  Designs,  or  Bill  Huber  at 
Sea,  Air,  Land  Survival  Company.  In 
addition,  almost  all  the  manufacturers 


Larry  Curtis  at  Seagull  Marine  receives  rafts  in  all  kinds  of  different  conditions.  Normally  a  raft  that 
comes  in  in  good  condition  costs  about  10  percent  of  its  cost  to  recertify. 


Liferafts  are  inflated  and  checked  for  pressure 
over  a  period  of  time. 


would  be  more  than  happy  to  have  a 
representative  speak  abouts  rafts  before 
a  yacht  club  or  group. 

Liferaft  Maintenance 

The  Coast  Guard  requires  that  com¬ 
mercial  vessels  have  their  liferafts  recer¬ 
tified  every  12  months,  and  recreational 
liferaft  manufacturers  also  insist  this 
should  be  done.  We  got  interested  in 
the  recertification  process  for  liferafts 
and  took  a  trip  down  to  Seagull  Marine 
(paid  our  own  way,  too!)  in  Irvine,  the 
west  coast  distributor  for  Avon  liferafts. 

We  spent  the  morning  with  Larry 
Curtis,  who  is  in  charge  of  recertifying 
rafts  for  Seagull  Marine  at  Irvine  and 
also  supervises  their  other  authorized 
repacking  stations  up  and  down  the 
coast.  (Avon  will  not  sell  any  repair  or'' 
replacement  material  for  liferafts  except 
to  authorized  repacking  stations.)  Larry 
came  with  good  credentials;  he’d  spent 
22  years  in  the  military  working  on  “en¬ 
vironmental  systems,  ”  a  weird  name 
for  maintaining  liferafts,  parachutes, 
and  ejection  seats.  Prior  to  taking  on  his 
position  at  Seagull,  he  served  a  several 
months  internship  at  Avon’s  liferaft 


plant  in  England,  boning  up  on  all 
phases  of  construction  and  repair. 

Our  first  question  to  Larry  was  why  in 
the  heck  such  an  expensive  piece  of 
equipment  needed  to  be  recertified 
each  year.  He  answered  by  handing  us 
a  sheet  that  comes  packed  with  every 
liferaft,  and  to  one  paragraph  in  par¬ 
ticular:  “The  fiberglass  raft  cannister  is 
usually  mounted  on  deck,  exposed  to 
rain  and  seas,  hot  sun,  and  cold  nights. 
Even  if  it  is  watertight,  and  few  things 
are  in  foul  weather,  condensation  will 
create  water  and  deteriorate  flares,  bat¬ 
teries,  C02  systems.  Resulting  rust  will 
weaken  the  canopy,  sea  anchor,  and 
chafe  rubber.”  As  we  would  later 
observe,  .this  was  exactly  correct. 

The  first  thing  Larry  impressed  upon 
us  was  that  liferafts  should  be  repacked 
only  at  authorized  repacking  stations. 
We  discovered  that  just  as  you,  or  your 
German  Shepard  can  build  and  market 
anything  as  a  liferaft,  so  can  you,  or 
your  German  Shepard  call  yourself  a 
liferaft  repacker.  There  are  no  regula¬ 
tions  or  government  licensing  that  ap¬ 
plies  for  recreational  liferaft  recertifica¬ 
tion. 
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But  going  to  any  authorized  repack¬ 
ing  station  is  not  good  enough  —  you 
must  go  to  a  repacking  station  authoriz¬ 
ed  by  the  manufacturer  of  your  raft. 
Larry  walked  us  over  to  an  inflated 
Avon  8-man  raft  to  show  us  why  ($ee 
photo.)  This  Avon  had  been  repacked 
by  an  FAA  (Federal  Aviation  Ad¬ 
ministration)  approved  station  that  was 
not  Avon  authorized.  The  raft  was 
almost  beyond  repair. 

Inadequately  sealed,  water  had  leak¬ 
ed  in  causing  almost  complete  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  canopy.  There  was  severe 
‘copperization’  (we’ll  explain  that  in  a 
minute)  in,  several  places.  The  ‘defla¬ 
tion’  valve  was  sloppily  but  effectively 
glued  permanently  shut.  The  painter 
was  not  up  to  spec,  the  sea  anchor  was 
wrong,  and  by  not  packing  it  with  talc,  it 
had  suffered  from  chafe.  But  these  were 
minor  problems.  The  raft’s  valise  had 
been  laced  together  with  line  that  was 
far  too  strong;  if  activated,  the  C02 


An  FAA  approved  repacking  station  glued  the 
deflation  valve  of  this  raft  permanently  shut. 


cartridges  would  not  have  overcome  the 
strength  of  the  cord  to  inflate  the  raft. 
Additionally,  the  C02  bottles  were  im¬ 
properly  routed  so  that  they  probably 
only  could  have  been  activated  by  hand 
—  a  job  requiring  unlacing  the  valise. 

The  necessary  replacement  of  the 
canopy  and  other  repairs  brought  the 
recertification  bill  up  around  $500,  all 
due  to  faulty  repacking.  Have  your  raft 
repacked  at  a  station  your  manufacturer 
authorizes. 

t 

The  Normal  Repacking  Procedure 

At  Seagull  Marine  there  is  a  standard¬ 
ized  recertification  process  that  each 
Avon  raft  around  the  world  goes 
through.  The  rafts  are  removed  from 
the  valise  or  cannister  and  are  pressure 
inflated  to  test  for  leaks.  The  amount  of 
pressure  recorded  as  well  as  tempera¬ 
ture  are  checked  over  a  long  period  of 
time,  thereby  indicating  even  the 
smallest  leak.  The  various  starting  and 
finishing  pressures,  temperatures,  and 
times  are  all  recorded  and  put  on  file. 

While  inflated,  a  careful  visual  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  raft  and  contents  is  carried 
out.  Each  item  on  the  “Test  and  Survey 
Report  and  Reinspection  Certificate” 
(See  Fig.  1)  is  checked.  When  every¬ 
thing  is  up  to  snuff,  the  form  is  signed' 
and  one  copy  goes  with  the  raft,  one  to 
Seagull’s  records,  and  one  to  Avon  in 
England.  The  last  is  very  important, 
because  Avon  thus  receives 
maintenance  reports  on  all  their  rafts 
from  around  the  world,  which  helps 
them  identify  weaknesses  or  chronic 
problems.  These  reports  have  been 
responsible  for  Avon  replacing  some 
parts  that  used  to  be  metal  with  fabric  or 
other  material,  and  have  been  the 
source  of  several  other  changes.  On  the 
back  of  the  “Test  and  Survey  Report”  is 
a  list  for  defects  and  the  repairs  or 
replacements  made. 

While  we  were  there,  we  happened 
to  see  Merlin  and  Windward  Passage’s 
liferafts,  both  in  for  recertification  prior 
to  the  TransPac.  We  examined  one’s 
(we  won’t  say  which)  Test  and  Survey 
Report.  Each  item  had  indeed  been 
checked;  the  pressures,  temperatures 


and  times  of  inflation  noted.  At  the  bot¬ 
tom,  Larry  Curtis  put  his  surveyor’s 
stamp  signed  his  name  and  dated  it.  On 
the  back,  the  defects  and  repairs  were 
listed:  the  gasket  had  to  be  replaced 
(this  is  necessary  each  time  the  raft  is 
repacked,)  4  new  batteries  were  put  into 
x  the  flashlight,  out  of  date  .seasickness 
pills  were  replaced,  the  repair  kit’s  glue 
was  replaced,  and  that  was  the  extent  of 
it.  Larry  said  the  raft  had  come  in  in 
good  condition;  the  recertification  bill 
was  just  under  $100. 

We  asked  Larry  what  was  the  most 
common  problem  with  the  rafts.  He  said 
it  was  the  simple  replacement  of  out-of- 
date  supplies,  water  cans  gone  bad,  and 
so  forth.  The  most  common,  serious 
problem  was  ‘copperization,’  which  he 
described  as  a  “chemical  reaction  due  to 


metal  corrosion.”  Copperization  is  most 
frequently  found  on  rafts  that  have  been 
exposed  to  moisture  for  long  periods  of 
time.  What  it  does  is  take  the  coating  off 
the  fabric  so  it  ‘rust-rots’  the  material  the 
raft  is  made  of.  It  is  particularly 
devastating  because  it  can  travel  along 
lines  within  the  cannister  or  valise  and 
spread  all  over  the  raft. 

You  cannot  patch  over  copperized 
fabric,  it  must  be  cut  out  and  replaced. 
Copperization  leads  to  expensive 
repairs,  and  is  one  reason  why  rafts 
should  be  repacked  each  year. 

Lots  of  sailors,  prior  to  getting  their 
rafts  recertified,  like  to  inflate  their  rafts 
in  pools  or  the  harbor,  just  to  see  if  they 
really  will  work.  Larry  didn’t  recom¬ 
mend  this.  Moisture  is  the  big  problem 
he  said;  you  should  do  everything  you 
can  to  always  keep  the  raft  dry.  He 
prefers  that  folks  take  their  rafts  in  to  a 
repacker  who  can  simulate  the  raft 
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opening,  demonstrating  that  indeed  it 
would  have  worked.  But  if  you  must  en¬ 
joy  the  thrill,  or  want  the  experience, 
you  can  go  ahead  and  do  it,  preferably 
in  fresh  water.  It  will,  however, 
automatically  activate  the  batteries  and 
use  the  C02  bottle,  increasing  the 
recertification  changes. 

We  asked  Larry  what  changes  there 
have  been  in  the  Avon  rafts  over  the 
years.  He  said  the  biggest  was  probably 
including  more  basic  supplies  as  stand¬ 
ard  in  the  rafts.  The  rafts  themselves 
have  received  minor  refinements.  The 
line  to  the  drogue  for  example  now  has 
a  swivel  so  it  won’t  foul;  the  knife  that 
used  to  be  packed  in  the  safety  kit  is 
now  placed  on  the  canopy  arch  where  it 
is  readily  accessible  to  cut  away  line  or 
whatnot. 

Larry  was  pleased  to  advise  us  that 
more  and  more  sailors  are  buying 
liferafts,  particularly  quality  made 
liferafts.  It  used  to  be  that  most  liferafts 
were  sold  to  powerboaters,  but  now 
cruising  sailors  are  becoming  much 
more  safety  conscious.  Everyone  he 
noted,  has  seen  a  continuing  trend 
where  more  and  more  owners  are  hav¬ 
ing  their  rafts  certified  as  per  the  yearly 
recomendation. 

We  came  away  impressed  with  what 
we  saw  and  heard.  The  recertification  ’ 
area  was  clean  and  orderly,  the  rafts 
were  inflated  on  rugs  so  they  wouldn’t 
be  punctured.  We  liked  the  fact  that  a 
copy  of  every  raft  surveyed  was  sent 
back  to  Avon  in  England,  and  that  re¬ 
pair  parts  were  only  sold  to  authorized 
repair  stations.  We  walked  away  think¬ 
ing  these  guys  were  doing  a  heck  of  a 
conscientious  job  seeing  that  their  rafts 
were  up  to  life-saving  standards. 

It  was  Larry  who  sounded  the  only' 
negative  note.  He  said  it  was  his  job  to 
get  around  the  west  and  check  up  on  all 
the  authorized  recertification  stations, 
and  he  felt  that  his  getting  around  about 
once  a  year  wasn’t  quite  as  often  as  he’d 
like.  His  greatest  concern,  perhaps 
because  he  has  such  tenuous  control 
over  it,  is  that  authorized  recertifiers  in 
other  stations  might  not  supervise  their 
help  as  closely  as  he  does.  He  did  note 


Copperization  deteriorates  liferaft  fabric  and  is 
the  source  of  eventual  leaks. 


that  they  do  try  and  check  up  as  often  as 
they  can,  and  they  have  withdrawn 
authorization  from  at  least  one  recer¬ 
tifier  in  California  for  unacceptable 
work. 

!n  Your  Lap 

Do  the  other  liferaft  manufacuturers 
have  as  good  or  better  recertification 
programs?  We  honestly  don’t  know.  Is  a 
Sea  Jay  Elliot  better  than  an  Avon?  Is  a 
Givens  better  than  a  Swatlik?  Or  what 
about  a  Zodiac?  We  can’t  answer  these 
questions  for  you,  you’re  going  to  have 
to  investigate  them  yourselves.  For¬ 
tunately,  both  the  Coliseum  Boat  Show 
early  this  month  and  the  Cow  Palace 
Boat  Show  in  January  are  good  gear 
shows,  and  you’ll  be  able  to  see  and 
probably  step  inside  several  different 
kinds  of  liferafts. 

We  know  we  haven’t  been  able  to 
answer  your  question  —  “Which  liferaft 
is  the  one  1  should  buy?”,  but  we  hope 
we’ve  at  least  helped  you  formulate 
some  of  the  questions  you’ll  want  to  ask 
salespersonnel.  May  the  liferaft  you  buy 
never  leave  its  chocks  —  except  for 
yearly  certification,  of  course. 

—  latitude  38 


LIFERAFTS 


Latitude  38, 

I  expect  your  upcoming  article  on 
liferafts  will  create  raging  debate  for 
some  time  to  come,  and  in  reply  to  your 
request  to  your  readers  for  sharing 

liferaft  experiences,  well  ... - 

.  .  .  here’s  my  two  bits  worth  of 
outrage. 

In  1975  we  equipped  our  Pearson 
Vanguard  Blue  Mist  for  a  family  winter 
cruise  to  Mexico  and  back.  We  com¬ 
pleted  a  4500  mile  cruise,  ranging  from 
Tiburon  to  Manzanillo,  Mexico  and 
return.  The  trip  home  was  a  17V2  day 
non-stop  passage  from  Cabo  San  Lucas 
to  San  Francisco.  We  stood  off  300  to 
400  miles  to  take  advantage  of 
favorable  wind  slants. 

Offshore  this  far,  our  peace  of  mind 
was  greatly  enhanced  by  that  brand- 
new,  beautiful  hardpack  8  man  Elliot 
YFC  liferaft  (serial  number  SF109703, 
cylinder  number  30814)  seated  in  teak 
chocks  just  abaft  the  mast.  We  had 
spared  no  expense  for  our  safety  gear, 
but  1  won’t  go  into  the  raft  packaging  at 
this  time  except  to  say  we  purchased 
one  of  Survival  Inc.’s  excellent  Sig  II  kits 
and  other  extras  to  have  packed  in  the 
raft.  v 

Now  for  the  “Nitty-Gritty’! 

Two  years  after  our  Mexican  trip,  we 
wanted  to  keep  our  sea  hand  in  and 
take  a  short  romp  down  to  Morro  Bay, 
and  since  the  manufacturers  of  the  raft 
recommended  inspection  and  servicing 
at  twelve  month  intervals,  we  wanted  to 
comply. 

I  phoned  C.  J.  Hendry,  who  packed 
my  raft  originally,  and  asked  their  raft 
packer  if  I  could  inflate  the  raft  myself 
just  to  gain  the  experience  of  watching 
the  raft  unfold.  C.  J.’s  packer  said  it 
would  be  O.K.  to  do  (he  recommended 
inflating  on  dry  land  to  keep  the  raft 
clean  and  salt  free)  but  said  it  would  cost 
about  $10  more  for  him  to  repack  it  if 
we  inflated  the  raft,  because  the  C02 
cylinders  are  normally  weighed  to  check 
for  adequate  charge,  not  set  off. 

Now  for  the  Nittier-Gritty! 


1  invited  some  ocean  sailing  nuts 
down  to  Paradise  Harbor  Yacht  Club 
for  a  raft  opening  party.  As  the  old  salts 
gathered  around  the  raft  on  the  patio,  I 
pulled  the  cord  and  when  it  came  tight,  I 
yanked  it  with  a  firm  move  that  smack¬ 
ed  of  exciting  anticipation. 

Shucks,  the  SOB  didn’t  even  open! 
Didn’t  even  go  poof!  “Damn,”  I  said, 
“lets  simulate  this  potential  emergency 
further  and  cut  our  way  into  the  hard- 
pack  raft.”  I  wandered  over  to  my  truck 
and  got  out  a  pair  of  sidecutters  and  cut 
the  metal  packaging  bands  off  the  raft. 
Still  no  hiss,  shudder  or  sign  of  life! 
O.K.,  I  decided,  “Lets  further  simulate 
this  emergency  and  pretend  we  are  in 
the  water  with  an  opened  raft  that  hasn’t 
inflated.  I  know  we  should  probably  just 
kiss  our  butts  goodbye,  but  lets  show 
fortitude  and  initiative,  lets  try  to  pump 
up  the  raft  with  the  pump  supplied.” 

I  asked  the  old  salts  standing  by  to 
“open  up  the  raft  bag  and  hand  me  the 
pump.”  “The  pump  you  guys,  the 
pump!  Never  mind  getting  out  all  that 
survival  stuff  and  losing  it!  Just  hand  me 
the  pump!  OH,  it’s  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bag,  you  say?”  Darn. 

WELL,  there  we  were  in  the  ocean 
(simulated)  with  a  deflated  raft  awash, 
the  crew  gaging  on  salt  water,  all  those 
survival  goodies  floating  off  or  sinking, 
but  finally  we  had  found  the  handpump 
to  inflate  the  raft  and  save  our  bacon. 
Fear  Not! 

We  attached  the  pump  to  the  raft  or- 
fice,  and  pump-pump,  pump-pump  .  . 

Golly,  gee  whiz,  .  .  .  the 
pump  just  CAME  APART  and  rolled 
down  the  patio  which  simulated  means, 
pack  it  up  Bunky,  your  day  is  done. 
Humm  Taps! 

My  fellow  readers,  this  truly  happen¬ 
ed  and  it  was  a  shock  to  realize  1  had 
paid  a  fortune  for  a  raft  and  carried  it 
4500  miles  with  confidence,  and  in  an 
emergency  it  would  never  have  work¬ 
ed.  NEVER. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  what 


caused  the  inflation  failure,  and  how  we 
hopefully  corrected  the  raft  packaging 
problem. 

First,  and  you  better  believe  it,  I  am  a 
nut  on  backup  systems  and  I  constantly 
try  to  anticipate  how  to  correct  any 
breakage,  failure  or  loss  of  any  gear  or 
system.  After  our  raft  opening  fiasco, 
somehow,  I  had  lost  confidence  in  C. 
J.  Hendry. 

The  actual  cause  of  inflation  failure 
was  the  machined  valve  (I  kid  you  not,  I 
know  it  was  machined  because  the  brass 
shavings  were  still  inside  the  valve 
head.)  The  operating  lanyard  attaches 
to  the  quadrant  on  the  top  part  of  the 
valve  mechanism  which,  when  pulled, 
should  rotate  the  companion  part  of  the 
valve  to  open  the  C02  for  inflation  of 
the  raft.  In  our  case,  this  failed. 


Larry  Curtis  points  out  the  'operating  head’ 
that  is  tested  as  part  of  normal  liferaft  certifica¬ 
tion. 


Survival,  Inc.,  packer  told  me  that 
during  all  his  years  working  with  survival 
rafts  in  the  Coast  Guard,  he  never  saw 
one  of  those  valves  fail.  This  made  me 
feel  jolly  well  good,  knowing  I  got  a 
special,  unique  valve  that  failed  at  no 
extra  cost. 

Realize  now,  dear  readers,  that  had  I 

t  ' 

not  pull&d  that  valve  at  our  ‘raft  open¬ 
ing,’  the  packers  under  normal  servicing 
would  have  merely  weighed  the  cylin¬ 
ders  of  C02  and  put  it  back  together 
again  and  1  would  never  have  been  the 
wiser.  And  if  they  answer  this  angry 
epistle  and  tell  me  they  weigh  the  cylin¬ 
ders  but  check  the  valves  separately,  I 
will  just  say  “OH“?  * 

C.  J.  Hendry  replaced  the  defective 
valve  but  they  declined  to  pay  for  a 
repacking.  C.  S. 


ANOTHER  LIFERAFT  LETTER 


Our  solution  (hopefully)' to  the  Nittier- 
Gritty. 

I  worked  with  Survival,  Inc.’s  packer 
and  pursued  the  following  course  of 
correction  and  backup. 

1. )We  keep  sidecutters  packaged  out¬ 
side  the  raft,  on  the  bands,  to  cut  our 
way  in  should  the  C02  system  fail. 

2. )I  found  that  the  faulty  valve  could 
have  been  operated  manually  (the 
packer  did  it  and  inflated  the  raft) 
BUT  you  must  know  how  to  invade 
the  valve  head  and  you  need  a 
Phillips  head  screwdriver  to  get  the 
cover  plate  off  the  valve  and  a 
regular  screwdriver  to  actuate  the 
C02  release  inside.  My  backup  now 
is  a  combination  screwdriver  packag¬ 
ed  in  the  top  of  one  bag  inside  the 
raft.  I  can’t  honestly  remember 
whether  they  ran  a  locating  lanyard 
to  the  combo  screwdriver  or  not,  but 
there  should  be  one. 

3. ) Survival,  Inc.’s  packer  suggested  the 
hand  pump  supplied  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer  was  just  for  ‘topping  off.’  I 
felt  he  was  not  easily  convinced  to 
follow  my  request  for  two  hand 
pumps,  each  packaged  on  the  top  of 
an  inside  survival  bag,  with  lanyards 
tied  to  each  pump  and  leading  to  the 
two  separate  air  orfices.  I  believe  in> 
backup.  I  don’t  know  (but  I  intend  to 
test  it  and  find  out  before  going  to  sea 
again)  if  those  pumps  could  do  the 
job  or  not  under  survival  conditions, 
but  I’ll  bet  we  could  pump  like  hell  if  it 
ever  comes  down  to  it.  The  packer 
put  the  pumps  in  the  bags  due  to 
chafe. 

I  really  hope  this  experience  of  mine 
will  be  an  aid  to  help  you  seafarers 
evaluate  your  own  raft,  equipment,  and 
back-up  systems.  Insist  that  dealers 
demo  an  opening  when  you  buy  a  raft. 
By  the  way,  we  will  have  another  raft 
opening  party  soon.  Results  will  be 
posted!!! 

Ronn  Hill 
Aboard  Vision 
Port  Sonoma 

,  Ronn  —  Thank  you  for  replying  to 


our  request  and  taking  the  time  to  write 
such  a  detailed  letter.  We  can  under¬ 
stand  your  anger  —  at  least  we  think  we 
Can  —  at  the  liferaft  not  inflating.  Hell, 
we’d  bust  a  gut. 

We  did  show  your  letter  to  Larry  Cur¬ 
tis,  and  he  did  have  some  interesting 
things  to  say  about  it.  First  of  all,  he  said 
that  he  thought  that  Elliot  made  a  good 
raft  and  pointed  out  that  they  do  make 
Coast  Guard  certified  rafts  for  commer¬ 
cial  boats.  He,  like  Survival  and  Safety’s 
packer,  thought  it  was  a  very  rare  fluke. 
And  just  as  you  indicate,  that  sure 
makes  you  feel  a  lot  better,  doesn’t  it? 

Larry  did  say,  however,  that  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  brass  shavings  still  inside  the 
valve  head  would  have  been  detected 
during  recertification.  He  pointed  to  5a 
and  5b  in  Avon’s  “Test  and  Survey 
Report”  which  are  check  C02  cylinder 
and  Operating  Head.  You’re  skeptical 
that  they  weigh  the  cylinders  and  check 
the  valves  separately,  but  that’s  exactly 
what  they  do.  The  valve  you  are  talking 
about  is  called  the  “operating  head,” 
and  it  is  removed  from  the  cylinder  and 
“popped.  ”  It’s  a  simple  thing  to  do  and 
takes  30  seconds  to  reassemble;  we  saw 
several  of  them  separated  from  the 
cylinders  in  Larry’s  work  area. 

Although  Larry  said  Avon’s  use  a  dif¬ 
ferent  ‘valve/operating  head’  than 
Elliot’s,  he  knew  the  one  you  were  talk¬ 
ing  about.  Understanding  your  anger, 
he  said  you  might  help  some  other 
sailor  by  informing  C.  J.  Hendry  of  the 
problem  with  the  valve  and  the  number 
of  your  raft.  From  that,  they  should  be 
able  to  go  back  and  have  the  subcon¬ 
tractor  find  out  what  lot  the  valve  was 
made  in.  From  that,  they  can  check  to 
see  if  there  are  similar  problems  with 
other  such  rafts. 

Lest  you  think  he’s  an  industry 
apologist,  Larry  did  say  that  such  a 
valve  should  have  been  picked  out  by 
the  subcontractor,  and  that  it  was  a  case 
of  poor  quality  control  —  no  two  ways 
about  it.  But  we  know,  a  lot  of  good  it 
does  you. 

Thanks  again  for  taking  the  time  to 
write  us  and  avail  our  readers  of  your 
experience. 
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This  was  the  year  of  the  ‘little’  Big 
Boat  Series.  In  1978  there  had  been  a 
record  46  boats,  lead  by  five  record- 
smashing  glove-girdling  maxis..,  This 
year  there  were  37  boats  and  zero 
maxis.  The  two  biggest,  the  58-ft.  Swift- 
sure  and  the  53-ft.  Hawkeye  would 
have  been  lost  among  the  17  boats  over 
50  feet  last  year. 

It  was  also  a  ‘little’  Big  Boat  Series 
because  many  of  the  ablest  crew  and 
helmsmen  were  elsewhere.  Many  semi- 
pros  were  just  getting  back  from  the 
Fastnet  Race  in  England  or  the  pre- 
Olympics  in  Russia.  The  endless  sum¬ 
mer  of  Six-Metres  was  holding  forth  in 
Seattle,  obligating  a  solid  core  of  top 
sailors.  Without  the  charismatic  maxis 
and  all  the  top-flight  crews,  the  Big  Boat 
Series  was  something  of  an  anti-climax. 

But  the  Board  of  the  St.  Francis  plan¬ 
ned  it  that  way.  Last  year’s  extravagan¬ 
za  so  taxed  St.  Francis  facilities  —  park¬ 
ing,  food  and  beverage  service,  sitting 
and  standing  room  —  that  this  year’s 
event  was  allowed  to  hover  at  a  more 
tranquil  level.  And,  it  was  nice.  There 
was  parking;  members  of  other  clubs 
were  welcome  to  use  St.  Francis 
facilities;  it  was  possible  to  reach  the  bar; 


prevalent. 


Both  the  weather  and  the  racing 
generally  matched  the  more  relaxed  at¬ 
mosphere.  Winds  were  light  to  moder¬ 
ate,  the  sun  pleasantly  bright  and  warm. 
Of  the  four  perpetual  cups  raced  for, 
two  of  the  series  were  routs,  and  only 
two  were  tight  battles  right  to  the  finish. 

The  City  of  San  Francisco  Cup 

There  were  four  boats  entered  in  this 
class,  but  only  two  were  genuine  con¬ 


tenders,  and  even  then  the  ‘wrong’  boat 
won. The  old  C&C  54  Triumph  and  Irv 
Loube’s  Frers  48  Bravura  —  which  has 
done  well  in  the  ocean  —  were  simply 
no  match  for  David  Cuckler’s  Hawkey e 
and  Nicholas  Frazee’s  Swiftsure. 

The  casual  observer  would  have  had 


no  trouble  predicting  Swiftsure  as  the 
winner  over  Hawkeye.  The  big  Peter¬ 
son  has  an  unusual  but  very  classy  blue 
hull  with  orahge  and  yellow  boot 
stripes.  Her  teak  decks  are  immaculate, 
just  as  everything  else  on  the  boat. 
Swiftsure  had  won  the  City  of  San  Fran- 
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Rumbling  on  a  spinnaker  reach  from  Blossom  to  No.  24. 


cisco  Cup  last  year,  and  her  owner, 
Frazee  from  the  San  Diego  YC  is 
handsome,  tan,  fit,  magnanimous- 
looking  —  exactly  the  kind  of  guy  who 
looks  like  he  ought  to  be  handed  the 
trophy. 

But  they  handed  it  to  Cuckler  and  his 


Hawkeye.  As  a  winner,  Hawkeye  has 
some  image  problems.  For  one  thing, 
she’s  older;  she  was  also  designed  by 
Bruce  King,  who  no  slouch, is  not 
generally  considered  on  the  level  of 
Peterson  in  big  ocean  racers. 
Hawkeye’s  physically  weird,  too.  Her 


rudder  hangs  out  behind  the  transom, 
and  instead  of  a  keel,  she  has  twin 
hydraulic  bilgeboards. 

Worst  of  all,  however,  is  right  smack 
astride  that  looney  outboard  rudder 
where  the  hailing  port  is  painted:  “Mon- 
ticello,  Iowa,”  for  gawd’s  sake.  That 


D.D.5. 


Hawkeye,  (above)  on  a  spinnaker  run.  (At  right),  Keefe-Kilborn  fleet’s 
Tomahawk,  Wings,  Leading  Lady,  and  Incredible,  all  on  the  way  up  the  cityfront. 


welcomes  visions  of  tacking  into  an  ebb 
of  wheat  or  gybing  in  corn.  And 
Cuckler,  he’s  not  ugly  or  anything,  but  if 
the  ad  agency  guys  are  going  to  make  a 
pick  for  the  beer  commercials  on  TV, 
well  Frazee’s  their  man. 

But  that  damn  old  Hawkeye  went  like 
a  freight  train.  And  points,  oh  my,  she 
was  pointing  like  crazy.  So  when  Swift- 
sure  was  supposed  to  be  pulling  away 
—  she  needed  about  ten  minutes  time 
in  each  race  to  correct-out  ahead  — 
there  was  this  smaller,  crazy  Hawkeye 
nipping  at  her  heels,  or  falling  behind 
only  ever  so  slowly. 


Hawkeye  corrected  out  to  win  the 
first  race  easily,  in  the  four  race  series. 
And  when  Swiftsurp  blundered  on  what 
some  call  a  “southern  California  spin¬ 
naker  drop,”  it  left  her  without  a  head- 
sail  for  a  long  time  in  the  second  race, 
and  it  was  a  good  as  over.  Hawkeye  not 
only  corrected  out  ahead  on  that  race, 
but  won  boat  for  boat;  her  two  wins  with 
only  two  races  to  go  salted  away  the 
cup. 

Swiftsure  did  acquire  some  satisfac¬ 
tion  by  taking  the  last  race  and  winning 
the  water  fight  at  the  dock.  Hawkeye 
had  previously  won  this  series  in  1975. 


DIG  BOAT  SERIES 
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Hawkeye’s  David  Cuckler. 


The  Atlantic  Cup 

This  class  featured  the  biggest  rout  of 
the  entire  Big  Boat  Series.  Dr.  John 
Reynolds  from  Newport  Beach,  sailed 
his  46-ft.  Peterson-designed  Ghost  to 
the  head  of  the  pack  and  kept  it  there 
for  the  whole  series.  As  far  as  we  could 
tell,  he  led  every  race  from  start  to 
finish,  and  even  threatened  to  catch  the 
bigger  Bravura  and  Triumph  who  had 
started  five  minutes  earlier.  It  was  a  very 
impressive  series  for  Ghost,  her  skipper 
and  crew. 

Actually,  the  most  interesting  battle  in 
the  Atlantic  Cup  was  between  Tony 
Cruz’  Viva  Cruz  and  Bill  Power’s  High 
Roler.  Viva  Cruz  had  previously  belong¬ 
ed  to  Power,  and  he  sailed  it  —  then 
named  High  Roler  —  to  victory  in  the 
1977  City  of  San  Francisco  Cup.  He 
sold  the  boat  to  Cruz  and  had  Peterson 
design  him  a  new  43-ft.  boat,  the  new 
High  Roler. 

Obviously  the  change  in  boats  had 
cost  Power  a  few  bucks,  and  there  were 
spectators  gleefully  pulling  for  the  old 


Lois  Lane  crossing  tacks  with  Mirage. 


High  Roler  —  Viva  Cruz  —  out  of  sheer 
perversity.  As  so  frequently  happens 
these  days,  the  perverts  got  their  way.  A 
well  sailed  Viva  Cruz  had  a  good 
3-2-2-S  record;  good  enough  to  take 
High  Roler’s  2-5-3-4.  Another  Peter¬ 
son,  John  Zinsmeyer’s  Zig  Zag  even 
managed  to  sneak  ahead  of  High  Roler 
for  a  third  in  the  Cup.  v 

All  six  boats  in  the  division  were  from 
Southern  California. 

The  Keefe-Kilborn 

In  the  past,  the  Keefe-Kilborn  has 
been  the  most  hotly  contested  of  the 
perpetuals,  and  it  was  true  again  this 
year.  Top  contenders  this  year  were 
Stan  Reisch’s  Peterson  Two  Tonner, 
Leading  Lady,  Roger  Hall’s  Serendipity 
43  Wings,  sailed  by  Jim  DeWitt,  and 
Tomahawk,  a  new  Holland  41  from 
down  south.  These  three  would  not 
have  it  easy,  as  they  would  be  pressed 
by  the  42-ft.  Farr  Monique,  the  41-ft. 
Blue  Norther,  and  the  older  Peterson 
Two  Tonners,  Cadenza  and  Incredible. 

Rounding  out  —  or  perhaps  ‘odding 
out’  this  fleet  were  a  couple  of  ultralight 
Olson  30’s,  boats  which  displace  the 
same  as  winches  on  her  competitors. 


El  Greco  rounds  the  mark  first  —  but  rounds 
the  wrong  way. 


Some  girls  think  crewmembers  are  rich. 
They’re  not,  but  they  don’t  tell. 


Like  Merlin  against  the  traditional  maxis 
last  year,  the  Olson’s  required  either  the 
lightest  zephyrs  or  surfing  conditions  to 
be  even  close.  They  got  neither. 

As  the  Keefe-Kilborn  fleet  ap¬ 
proached  the  St.  Francis  on  the  first 
weather  leg,  it  had  an  odd  look  to  it. 
Scratch  boat  Monique  was  nowhere  in 
>  sight,  and  when  she  eventually  did 
pass,  Leading  Lady  was  still  way 
behind,  beating  to  weather  in  company 
of  the  two  Olsons.  This  apparent  early 
drubbing  prompted  any  number  of  guf¬ 
faws  from  the  spectators.  Actually, 
Leading  Lady  had  run  aground  behind 
Alcatraz  and  had  a  hard  time  heeling 
over  enough  in  the  light  winds  to  break 
,  free.  Finally  after  running  half  the  crew 
out  on  a  spinnaker  pole,  they  broke  off. 

,  A  suggestion  to  head  for  the  boatyard 
was  nixed  and  they  played  catch  up  the 
rest  of  the  afternoon.  Did  a  good  job, 
too,  taking  fourth  after  Wings,  an  im- 
z  pressive  Incredible,  and  Tomahawk. 

The  record  shows  that  Leading  Lady, 
x  with  Chris  Boome  at  the  helm  and  Rick 
|  Hackett  as  tactician,  won  the  series  by 
5  winning  the  next  three  races.  But  H  was 
P  much  closer  that  the  numbers  would  in- 
±  dicate.  The  second  race  was  a  clean  vie- 


tory  for  Leading  Lady,  with  Tomahawk 
second  and  Wings  dropping  to  third. 
Monique  however  got  untracked  in  the 
third  race  and  ‘won’  before  being  pro¬ 


tested  out.  That  handed  another  first  to 
Leading  Lady. 

Going  into  the  final  race,  the  stand¬ 
ings  were  locked  up.  Both  Wings  and 


Leading  Lady 'were  tied  with  6  points 
and  Tomahawk  was  in  easy  striking 
distance  with  8.  It  came  down  to  the  last 
weather  leg  with  the  fleet  pretty  well 
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grouped  together.  Leading  Lady  did 
hang  on  for  first,  nipping  the  oncoming 
Monique,  the  consistent  Tomahawk, 
and  Wings. 

Final  point  totals:  Leading  Lady,  6V4; 
Wings,  93A;  Tomahawk,  11. 

The  Richard  Rheem  Series 

The  was  the  most  entertaining  of  the 
perpetuals,  with  the  most,  17,  entries. 
There  were  long  old  narrow  S&S  mast¬ 
heads  like  the  45-ft.  sisterships  Vago 
and  Inca;  there  were  new  beamy  Peter¬ 
son  fractional  rigs  like  Brown  Sugar; 
and  older  and  shorter  Farr  specials  like 


Sweet  Okole  —  with  just  about 
everything  in  between. 

In  between,  in  the  form  of  Les 
Harlander’s  old  40-ft.  C&C  Mirage, 
came  within  a  boatlength  of  winning  it 
all.  Mirage  took  the  first  race  in  light  airs, 
and  also  won  the  second  in  fresher 
winds.  Thus  after  two  races,  Mirage  had 
a  big  lead  on  the  fleet,  with  only  Inca’s 
third  and  fourth  finishes  being  close. 

A  fifth  dropped  Mirage  back  closer  to 
the  pack,  but  she  still  had  a  big  lead  over 
her  only  real  competitor,  Inca,  going  in¬ 
to  the  last  race.  Heading  for  home  on 
the  last  weather  leg  of  the  last  race, 


Mirage  appeared  to  have  won  her  third 
Rheem  trophy  in  four  years  when  disas¬ 
ter  struck.  A  starboard  tack  boat  raised 
her  protest  flag  against  the  port  tacking 
Mirage.  Mirage  acknowledged  the  viola¬ 
tion  and  was  slapped  with  a  heavy 
penalty  on  her  finish. 

It  turned  out  to  be  just  enough  to  lose 
it,  and  Inca  won  by  the  narrow  margin 
of  12  to  12V2  points.  Lois  Lane,  whose 
wild  6-4-9- 1  record  was  typical  of  the 
fleet,  took  third.  Actually,  the  fastest 
boat  in  this  fleet  may  well  have  been  In¬ 
ca’s  racing  sistership,  Vago.  Vago  won 
the  third  race,  and  was  doing  well  in  the 


Leading  Lady  followed  by  Cadenza  (far.  left).  Below,  Ghost,  winner  of  Atlantic  Division  with  four 
bullets.  Inset,  Ghost's  Dr.  John  Reynolds. 
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Leading  Lady’s  Stan  Reisch  jumps  for  joy  into  the  drink.  Or  was  he  thrown? 


fourth  race  before  losing  her  headfoil. 
The  first  two  races  were  her  downfall, 
she  rocketed  about  the  course  with 
good  speed,  but  frequently  she  ap¬ 
peared  to  go  gunkholing  between 
marks. 

The  big  battle  anticipated  between  Ulf 
Werner’s  Brown  Sugar  and  a  Dennis 
Connor  owned  sistership  never 
developed.  Connors  boat  never  arriv¬ 


ed.  A  prerace  favorite,  Brown  Sugar, 
was  not  around  at  the  end  either,  as  she 
was  removed  from  the  race  by  the  Race 
Committee  Chairman. 

Brown  Sugar’s  removal  actually 
started  on  Monday  night  during  a  pro¬ 
test  meeting  when  owner  Ulf  Werner 
tried  to  explain  himself  with  his  hands. 
While  they  were  wrapped  around  a 
competitors  neck.  It  was  a  bit  of  a  scuffle 


caused  by  a  mixture  of  emotions  and 
alcohol  in  a  bad  combination.  Ruffled 
feathers  seemed  smoothed  in  the  next 
day  or  two.  Then  on  Friday  night,  Ulf 
saw  that  something  disagreeable  was 
brewing  between  his  crew  and  some 
security  people  at  the  St.  Francis.  Wan¬ 
ting  no  part  of  any  further  incidents,  he 
removed  himself  from  the  premises.  But 
a  captain  is  responsible  for  his  crew,  and 


~vX" 


although  that  evenings  dispute  was  very 
minor,  it  was  enough  for  the  Race  Com¬ 
mittee  to  banish  Brown  Sugar  from  the 
series. 

Next  Year 

Has  the  Big  Boat  Series  leveled  off  in 
its  aspirations?  Hardly.  Jim  Taylor  at  the 
St.  Francis  says  that  there  are  about  15 
maxis  under  construction  around  the 


world  this  year.  Take  some  of  them  and 
add  to  those  already  in  existance,  and 
he  hopes  to  have  as  many  as  15  maxis 
racing  next  year.  An  ultralight  maxi  divi¬ 
sion  and  normal  displacement  division 
maybe? 

It  could  be  the  biggest  Big  Boat  Series 
ever.  Many  of  the  worlds  top  boats  are 
competing  in  the  Southern  Cross  Series 
in  Australia  this  winter,  will  head  to 


Hawaii  for  the  very  popular  Pan  Am 
Clipper  Series  —  which  will  point  them 
right  at  the  St.  Francis  come  next 
September. 

Of  course  we’re  going  to  wait  a  bit 
and  see  if  Jim’s  prediction  comes  true. 
After  all,  it’s  rumored  he  picked  Swift- 
sure,  High  Roler,  Wings,  and  Brown 
Sugar  to  win.  Better  luck  next  year. 

—  latitude  38 


The  crews  of  Hawkeye  and  Swiftsure  throw  a  swim  party  at  the  dock  after  the  last  race. 


RESPONSE  TO  CHUTE 


In  the  September  Women's  Page'  of  Latitude  38,  Diane 
Chute,  who  is  Commodore  of  the  Sausalito  Cruising  Club, 
wrote  a  column  urging  women  to  sail  against  men  rather  than 
restricting  themselves  to  ‘women's  races'.  That  column 
generated  a  number  of  letters,  and  we  thought  you  might  like 
to  read  them: 


Latitude  38, 

In  response  to  Diane  Chute’s  recent  article  on  Women- 
Only  Race.  I  feel  that  this  topic  should  be  more  thoroughly 
explored  among  all  sailors. 

As  a  female  skipper,  owner  and  racer  of  a  Cal-20,  1  have 
found  it  almost  impossible  to  round  up  three  other  dedicated, 
competitive  female  sailors  for  the  Bay  Area  Women  Races 
and  often  questioned  why  these,  races  did  not  allow  men  to 
crew,  it  didn’t  make  any  sense.  Sailboat  racers,  male  or 
female,  are  not  a  “Powder-puff”  breed  of  individuals,  why 
discriminate? 

I  was  thrilled  to  see  that  the  Cal-20  Association  had  drop¬ 
ped  the  Women’s  Race  in  favor  of  a  “Crew  Race”  designed 
specifically  for  the  dedicated  crew,  male  or  female,  who  have 
made  a  committment  to  sailing  but  has  not  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  helm  during  regular  sanctioned  regattas.  Now  there’s  an 
active  organization  that  is  in  line  with  the  times! 

Miss  B.J.  Davis 
Skipper  of  Chablis 

Latitude  38, 

Would  like  to  thank  you  for  running  Dianne  Chute’s  piece 
on  Women  s  races.  The  idea  of  women's  races  has  always 
turned  me  off,  somehow.  I  could  never  quite  put  my  feelings 
into  words.  Dianne  managed  to  express  perfectly  what  I  was 
not  able  to.  With  the  exception  of  Lasers  or  similar  breed 
where  crew  weight  is  a  definite  factor,  why  differentiate?  Two 
thoughts:  women  who  race  only  women’s  races  must  always 
be  doubtful  about  whether  they  could  really  make  it  against 
the  men.  That  can’t  feel  very  good.  And  secondly,  racing  is 
fun!  Why  not  just  plunge  in?  Every  person  (whatever  sexual 
preference)  is  going  to  have  to  buck  the  old  timers  on  the  race 
course.  That’s  part  of  the  process,  part  of  the  fun. 

Of  course,  the  problem  is  lack  of  self-confidence.  In  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  address  this  problem,  we  at  the  Oceanic  Society  will  be 
offering  a  Sailing  for  Women  course  next  year.  The  emphasis 
will  be  to  let  women  who  normally  would  only  experience 
sailing  only  thru  the  men  in  their  lives  have  experience  on 
their  own,  and  develop  their  own  self  confidence  apart  from 
the  approval/ disapproval  of  their  “significant  others”.  Once 
this  confidence  is  developed,  it  becomes  the  basis  from  which 
the  woman  evaluates  her  sailing  experiences  and  the  idea  of 
sailing  with  or  against  men  or  women  becomes  irrelevant. 
Chapters  by  Lin  Pardey  of  Seraffyn  will  be  required  reading! 

Thanks  for  continuing  to  be  a  forum  for  honest  opinions  on 


controversial  subjects  (eg.  liferafts).  To  say,  keep  up  the  good 
work  is  unnecessary:  I  know  you  will. 

Jane  A.  Piereth 
Sausalito 

Latitude  38,  v 

At  last  a  Bay  Area  woman  has  come  out  in  favor  of  open 
competition  in  sailing.  Women  have  the  guts  and  leadership 
ability  to  take  on  all  comers  in  sailboat  racing,  and  many  are 
already  competing  successfully  in  national  championships. 

Dianne  Chute,  in  her  article  (latitude  38,  Sept.,  1979, 
page  29)  has  struck  a  significant  blow  for  the  freedom  of 
women  to  participate  equally  at  all  levels  of  sailing  competi¬ 
tion. 

P.S.  It  is  time  pressure  was  put  on  boat  designers  to  make 
all  crewing  duties  as  feasible  for  women  as  for  men. 

Hilary  Naylor 
Albany 

Latitude  38, 

Hooray  for  Diane  Chute!!! 

As  a  women  who  has  raced  SYRA  for  at  least  3  years  with 
my  partner,  a  male,  I  have  competed  with  both  women  and 
men. 

We  as  women  are  striving  in  our  daily  lives  for  equality, 
without  segregating  our  leisure  time.  We  seem  to  be  stuck 
with  women’s  tennis,  golf,  etc.,  women’s  racing!!!  .  .  .  what 
for?  —  Who  needs  it?? 

Linda  Laws 
Electro  owner 

An  Answer  To  Dianne: 

You  should  see  the  answers  I’ve  written  to  Dianne  Chute’s 
column  in  the  last  issue  of  Latitude  38.  Boy,  did  I  give  her  hell 
about  her  attitude  regarding  women’s  sailing!  Because, 
Dianne,  and  .... 

Ah,  nuts.  I  could  go  ahead  and  spout  off  lots  of  feminist 
jargon  about  how  men  own  the  boats  and  skipper  the  boats 
because  they  have  the  economic  power,  for  one.  I  could  say 
that  they  abuse  the  power  of  ownership  by  intimidating  wives, 
daughter,  girlfriends,  etc.,  when  on  “their”  boat.  I  could  say 
that  sailing  is  just  another  example  of  a  male-dominated  sport 
in  this  already  male-dominated  society,  etc.  And  I  could  say 
that  men  have  sailed  without  women  for  centuries,  so  whv/ 
not  sail  without  them  for  awhile  or  at  least  now  and  then? 

But  ^er  thinking  about  it  for  awhile,  I  think  I  missed  the 
point.  And  so  has  Dianne. 

The  real  problem  is  explicitly  outlined  in  Dianne’s  last 
sentence  —  “Women,  try  racing  against  men  —  it’s  much 
more  fun  and  more  competitive.”  And  one  of  her  earlier  lines 
—  Women  s  races  have  become  more  serious  of  late,  but  are 
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they  really  necessary?” 

Well,  I  think  that’s  like  asking  if  the  TransPac  (which  til  this 
year  was  skippered  by  all  boys)  is  important.  ANY  SERIOUS 
RACING' EFFORT  IS  IMPORTANT  FOR  THOSE  WHO 
PARTICIPATE. 

And  in  that  vein,  women’s  racing/sailing  on  San  Francisco 
Bay  can  and  should  be  a  strong,  together  sport  that  gives  that 
special  recognition  every  sailor  looks  for  after  spending  an 
afternoon  on  our  bay  battling  the  elements  and  other  boats. 
Why  hasn’t  that  happened  for  women?  Because,  once  again, 
we’re  isolated.  The  auxiliary  of  this  club  and  that  club  will  oc¬ 
casionally  sponsor  a  “ladies'  race”  or  whatever  —  and  some 
clubs  have  made  real  efforts  at  upgrading  their  women  sailors’ 
skills.  But,  again,  they're  isolated  and  recognition  doesn’t  go 
much  beyond  the  boys  standing  at  the  club  bar  saying,  “Geez! 
You’re  better  than  I  thought!”  That's  OK  for  a  one-time  race 
—  but  why  are  women’s  races  only  one-time?  Kimball  Liv¬ 
ingston  isn’t  likely  to  write  a  column  on  a  women’s  race  these 
days  because  not  many  people  other  than  the  participants 
take  them  seriously. 

I  think  it’s  time  to  change  that.  There  are  a  lot  of  serious 
racing/sailing  women  on  this  Bay  of  ours,  and  some  of  them 
are  'looking  forward  to  singlehanding  the  Farallones,  sailing  in 
the  America’s  Cup  someday,  etc.  They  need  to  be  able  to 
make  a  name  for  themselves.  And  there  are  lots  of  women 
who  don’t  find  it  possible  to  learn  as  much  as  they  would  like 
from  their  husbands,  boyfriends,  sons,  etc.  They  need  a  “safe 
place”  to  make  mistakes  and  get  better. 

How  can  we  do  that?  By  having  a  Women’s  Sailing/Racing 
Association  on  this  beautiful  San  Francisco  Bay.  That  way  we 
can  schedule  races  on  days  that  YRA  and  SYRA  aren’t  racing 
to  insure  better  turnout  for  women’s  races;  we  can  have  a 
season  of  races  with  champions  and  most-improved  sailors, 
etc.  We  can  have  dinners  (yes,  the  boys  would  be  welcome!), 
clinics,  share  aspirations  and  knowledge.  Why  we  could  even 
have  an  all  women’s  TransPac  someday! 

Ah,  I  see  you’re  laughing!  Well,  I  hope  you’re  laughing 
because  you  think  it’s  a  hell  of  a  good  idea  whose  time  has 
come.  If  you  do,  write  to  me  —  and  let’s  get  the  show  on  the 
road! 

And  Dianne,  you’re  welcome  here.  I  think  you’ll  find  that 
women’s  racing/sailing  can  be  (e^ery  bit  as  fun  and  com- 
peititive  as  men’s  sailing  —  and  then  some! 

Suzan  Lorraine 
81  Norwood  Ave 
Kensington,  CA  94707 
524-2914  evenings 


Latitude  38, 

In  response  to  Dianne  Chute’s  article  in  the  September 
issue,  I  also  do  not  support  the  concept  of  women’s  races  as  a 
separate  classification.  The  original  intention  of  many  “Ladies 


Races”  was  to  permit  the  most  devoted  member  of  the  crew, 
the  wife,  a  chance  to  skipper  the  boat.  Times  have  changed 
and  so  have  the  role  of  women  in  this  society.  We  have 
received  equal  rights  to  vote,  earn  money,  etc.  Let  us  act  as 
though  we  deserve  those  rights.  Women  who  still  feel  that 
they  must  have  a  separate  classification  of  races  to  build  up 
the  self-confidence  of  women  sailors  are  admitting  to  an 
unexpressed  sense  of  self-doubt.  They  are  practicing  reverse 
discrimination.  The  average  man  is  larger  and  stronger  than 
the  average  woman,  but  not  smarter  or  quicker.  Admitting 
strengths  and  weaknesses  is  a  step  towards  self-confidence. 

It  is  time  for  a  change  in  emphasis.  Instead  of  concentrating 
on  classification  by  sex,  let  us  think  of  division  by  physical 
limitation  or  experience.  Weight  divisions,  especially  in 
dinghies,  are  justified  as  weight  is  such  a  critical  factor.  Races 
for  non-skippers  gives  members  of  the  crew  an  opportunity  to 
experience  the  role  of  skipper.  Let  us  adjust  with  the  times. 

Nancy  Delia  Palmer 
Palo  Alto 


Dear  Latitude  38, 

At  first  sight  of  Dianne  Chute’s  article,  “Women”,  I 
thought,  “Oh  no,  not  another  brave  soul  trying  to  illuminate 
the  mysteries  of  life.” 

It  is  interesting  to  have  Dianne  share  experiences.  Her  basic 
premise  is  important  —  the  competitive  sailor  has  guts  and 
ability.  Sex,  creed,  race  and  religion  pale  in  comparision. 

The  mystery  still  remains.  What  makes  racing  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  YC’s  ‘Women’s  Laser  Open’  or  competing  for  the 
Adams  Cup  so  damned  exciting?  One  can  also  enjoy  ocean 
racing  or  club  racing.  Deep  down  inside  a  sailor  knows  —  a 
race  ...  is  a  race  . .  is  a  race. 

Betty  Adam 


Women  might  be  interested  in  reading  this  month's 
‘Sightings',  which  announces  the  formation  of  "The  Lorelei", 
which  is  a  womens  sailing  club  in  San  Francisco. 

As  a  matter  of  clarification  to  Suzan's  letter,  there  have 
been  a  number  of  women  skippers  in  the  TransPac.  As  far 
back  as  1951  in  fact,  when  Mrs.  Stephen  Royce  brought 
Coaster  to  a  6th  in  Class  C  and  13th  in  fleet,  and  Isabelle 
Belyea  brought  Jada  to  10th  in  Class  B  and  18th  in  fleet. 
There  have  been  other  women  skippers  since.  This  year’s  en¬ 
try  of  Concubine  was  the  first  TransPac  entry  ever  with  a  crew 
of  all-women. 
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OCTOBER  SUPER  SALE  •  CALL  FOR  SPECIAL  LIST 

Sale  Data  Oct.  15th  through  21  at  Flrat  Come  Baals 


IMPORTANT! 
First  Annual  SALE 


marine  soles  co 


ALWAYS  THE  LOWEST  PRICES  FOR  THE  FINEST  EQUIPMENT 

Also  Sailboat  Equip.:  Barient  Forespar  Nicro  Fico,  Schaeffer,  RC  Enkes 


sublet  to  slock  oo 
Mod  &  price  changa 


404  COMMANDER 
FLOAT  COAT 


The  all  purpose, 
lightweight.  Coast  Guard 
approved  boat  coat 

Colors: 

Navy  blue  with  red  stripe 
Orange  with  yellow  stripe 

Sizes: 

Mens:  S.  M.  L.  XL 
Ladies:  S.  M.  L 


List  $64.25 

OUR  PRICE:  $39.95 


QUALITY-SERVICE  Call  tor  tree  catalog  on  SR  Instruments 
O Pi  a  a  A  nihlCD  42  DIFFERENT  MODELS 

SR  MARINER  i? repeater 


MARINE  INSTRUMENTS 


DATAMARINE  —  Low,  Low  Prices 


DIGITAL  INSTRUMENTS  "TRIO"  INSTRUMENTS 
METER  INSTRUMENTS 


PANEL  MOUNTS 


s^yyoo  opHPmct  $52500 

$209.95 


KT  5  0  10  KT  6  0  40 
OUR  PRICE  KT  ?  0  20  Sell  Powered  Si 25 

367.95  our  price  87.95 


Navigator 


DUAL  RANGE  DIGITAL 
SOUNDER  DDS-99 
■  variable  depth  alarm 

•  anchor  watch 

•  Numetron  Digital  display 
List  Price  $329.95 
OUR  PRICE  $247.95 


Tamaya  Sextants,  walker 
logs,  calculators  —  call  for 
quotes. 


Standard  USA 

4*  channel,  SO  receive 

8SSL  4309.99 

nS«40 

Llet:  S669  *oqQ  OQ 

Our  Price: 

Regency  Polaris 
List:  Our  Price: 

$1395  $899 


WINCHES 


One.  two.  and  three  speed 
Self  tailing 

CALL  FOR  QUOTES. 


LORAN  C 

Texas  Instruments  T9000A 
List:  $2,095 

Special:  $1,790 

SRD  dual,  New 
List:  $1,895 

Special:  $1 ,645 

Micro  Logic  120 
List:  $1,995 

Special:  $1,796 

ALL  NEW!  MORROW! 

Mdl.  3540  w/dual  readout,  6  notch 
(liter. 

LIST:  2,895  SPECIAL:  2,025 

Optional:  Lat.-Long.  w/steerlng 


AUTO  PILOTS 
The  Benmar 
Course  Setter  21 


!All  FOR  QUOTES 


“QOLDENROD”  HEATERS 

Thermo  tactile  dwnp-chaeer  produce*  and  ein 


c  dwnp-chaeer  produces  end  circulate* 
warm  dry  air  through  compartment*  without  creating 
hot  (pots.  The  low  ISO*  surface  temperature  makes 
mam  sale  to  place  anywhere.  Conetrvee  electric 
power  compared  to  electric  heater*  and  heel  lempe 
h  universal  mounting  ckpe 


RADAR 

JRC 

JMA  305  40  Mile 
List:  $4,495 

Our  Price:  $3,795 

FURUNO 

240  24  Mile 

List:  $3,695 

Our  Price:  $3,350 

RAYTHEON 

2600  24  Mile 

List:  $3,245 

Our  Price-  $2,860 


LIST: 

SALE 

Mdl.  IM-8  (12”)  13.25 

8.95 

Mdl.  3M-12  (18”)  14.00 

9.50 

Mdl.  5M-15  (24”)  17.75 

12.30 

Mdl.  7M-25  (36”)  18.95 

13.20 

Stoves 

SHIPMATE,  PRINCESS 
HILLERANGE,  KENYON 


•Johnson 

outboards 


ALL  NEW 
FULL  SHIFT 
FNA 
SI  Iba. 

$489. 

ORDER  NOW 

“*  51,  *849 

a*  79  CLOSEOUTS 


Clocks,  barometers, 
nautical  charts  — 
call  for  quotes. 


ZODIAC 


OVERSTOCK 

SALE 


Cadit  S7M 

Call 

for  Quote 


GREEK 

FISHERMANS  HATS 


Our  Price:  $9.95 
sizes:  6t4  to  TV* 

Wool,  corduroy, 
denim,  cotton.  Finest 
quality  by  Aegean  Imports. 


NEW! 


MAGMA 
MARINE  BBQ 


Deluxe  Model 
Retail  -  $124.95 
Our  Price  —  $79.95 


Panasonic  Worldwide 
Receiver  with 
digital  display. 

3-30  mhg. 

LIST:  $499 
OUR  PRICE:  $399 


Coastal 
Navigator 


■  T  t  F  Cj 


MODEL  RDF- 1  FAMOUS  THREE 
BAND  RADIO  DIRECTION  FINDER 
GREAT  SPECS 

List:  $329.95  ' 

Our  Price  $247.95 


mm 


-$s  '  1 

±  m  * 


Halon  Fire  Extinguishers 

Automatic  and  hand  held 
also  CQ  hand  held 

CALL  FOR  QUOTES 


NEW! 

Sailboat  Model 
Available 

100  cu.  It. 

LIST:  $169.00 
SPECIAL: 
129.99 


HONDA 


•  GENERATORS 

■  OUTBOARD  MOTORS 

•  FOUR  CYCLE 
Call  for  lowest  prices 


Frank  e.  Bilek 

INSURANCE  AND  BUYERS  SURVEYS 

Certified  by  the  National  Association  of  Marine  Surveyors 

BAY  POWER 

DELTA  (415)  232-7638  before  9:30  a.m.  SAIL 

TERRY  &  BARB  TELSON  (415)  994-7000 

“HONEST^  ENGINE” 

PROFESSIONAL  QUALITY 
ADHESIVES  AND  COATINGS 

Clear,  penetrating  epoxy  sealer  for  wood  or  ferro-cement  $25/2 
gal.  kit.  Linear  polyurethane  paints  -  alt  the  colors  of  the  rain¬ 
bow  $20/2  gal.  kit.  Antifouling  paints  -  both  tin  &  copper  types, 
from  $20  to  $80/Gal.  Polysulfide  rubber  2-component  sealants 
for  caulking,  bedding  $20/gal.;  epoxy  adhesives  $1 8/gal .  Flota¬ 
tion  foam  $24/2  gal.  kit.  Technical  manual,  “How  to  Finish  Your 
Ferrocement  Boat,”  available  $5,  refundable  w/first  $50  order. 

We  also  have  a  laminating  resin  superior  to  the  West  System. 

SMITH  &  CO. 

1220  S  49th  St.,  Richmond,  CA  (415)  237-5986 

Complete  Marine 

Diesel  —  Gas  —  Repair  —  Maintenance 

37  Shoal  Dr.,  Daly  City,  CA  94014 

FOR  SALE 

14’  Sunfish,  white  with  red  stripe,  canvas  covers,  trailer,  pad¬ 
dle,  lifevests.  Well  maintained.  $725  or  best  offer. 

(415)  826-0527 

HIS  For  the  Best  Racing 

On  the  Bay 

And  the  World 

Contact  our  Secretary: 

The  Ultimate  One  Design  Vito  Bialla  -  30  Princess  -  Sausalito  -  94965 

MARINE  SERVICES  GROUP 

Boat  maintenance  and  repair.  Cabins  &  galleys  cleaned,  hulls 
buffed  &  waxed,  bottoms  cleaned,  wood  oiled,  varnished, 
painted,  restored,  other  tasks  to  support  your  sailing.  Regular 
maintenance  programs. 

JOHNS.  TUCKER  (415)  339-1729 

CAL  46 

The  perfect  world  cruiser,  1  Vz  world  circumnavigations,  8  sails, 
roller  furling  gear,  auto  pilot,  pressure  water  &  (hot)  ssb,  VHF, 
Perkins  4-236  w/510  gal.  fuel  capacity,  2  steering  stations,  110v 
gen.,  2  anchor  windlass,  many  extras  &  spares.  (415)  359-2424 

POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Sailing  instructor  with  a  license  needed  to  teach  adult 
students  beginning  through  advanced  courses.  Offshore  skip¬ 
per  experience  a  plus.  Position  is  part-time,  may  become  full 
time. 

Call  Jack  at  (415)  521-5370 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

JACK  MACKINNON 

Call  anytime  (41 5)  276-4351 

Downwind  Designs 

custom  canvas  bags,  boat  covers,  cushions 
awnings 

Fast,  Professional  Service. 

Jane  Silva  —  200  Gate  5  Ftd.,  no.  Ill,  Sausalito,  (415)  332-9593 

SAIL  THE  BAY 

Don’t  put  up  with  the  hassles  of  ownership;  instead  rent,  or 
lease  a  beautiful  new  Islander  28.  Under  our  lease  arrange¬ 
ment,  free  sailing  lessons  can  be  provided.  Perfect  for  your 
next  vacation  or  for  the  businessman  wishing  to  entertain  out- 
of-town  clients.  Call:  (415)  254-6026  or  (707)  745-5814 

FOR  SALE 

Pearson  Electra,  22’6”.  Full  keel  mast  head  rig  sloop,  new 
DeWitt  main  w/shelffqot,  lapper,  extra  main  &  working  jib.  6  hp 
outboard,  Sausalito  berth.  Active  SYRA  class  &  club  member¬ 
ship.  $6,200  firm.  More  info.:  (415)  332-0780  p.m. 

O’ DAY  27 

Moving  up  and  must  sell  this  beautiful  1978  diesel  auxiliary 
sloop.  Fully  equipped  with  150%  genoa,  anchor,  VHF,  knot 
meter,  depth  sounder  and  much  more.  Asking  $20,500. 

Eves:  (408)  629-0293 

FOR  SALE 

Ericson  29,  Excellent  condition. 

Ph:  (415)  222-5886 

SANTA  CRUZ  27  “DOMINO” 

w/12  bags  of  sails,  Kenyon  Apparent  wind,  close-hauled, 
Signet  Digital  speedo,  Poly-axial  compass,  4  hp  Mercury.  Fully 
‘equipped  &  racing  now  on  Lake  Tahoe.  Black  hull  over  white 
linear  polyurethane.  $18,950.  (916)  541-3175  eves. 

#  > ' 

/ 

ERICSON  35 

October  ‘78,  excellent  condition,  Signet  instruments,  Barient 
winches,  Motorola,  VHF,  refrigeration,  stove/oven,  diesel  auxi¬ 
liary  &  much  more.  $54,950.  Berth  available. 

(415)  964-4635,  ext.  270  days  (415)  343-9751  eves. 

SEA,  AIR,  LAND,  SURVIVAL  CO. 

Liferaft  Sales  &  Rentals.  Certified  Liferaft  Inspection  Station  & 
AVON  Boat  Repair.  Specialists  in  Life  Support  Equipment. 

BILL  HUBER,  U.S.C.G.  Ret. 

629  Bair  Island  Rd.,  Redwood  City 
(415)  365-6374 

22’  Completely  Rebuilt  Double  End  Inboard  Launch,  Sti.  Hull, 

mahogany  decks,  cap  rail  &  interior  work,  custom  canvas 
cover,  new  wiring  of  eng.,  equip.  &  running  lights,  elec,  blower 
&  bilge,  70  hp  gas  Volvo  penta  rebuilt.  50  gal.  stern  tank,  acess- 
ment  $5000.  Insurance  policy  &  spares  included  at  $4000. 
Christian  Lambertsen,  481  Menlo  Oaks  Dr.,  Menlo  Pk.  94025. 

J 
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EXTENSIVE 
SELECTION  OF 
SAILING  BOOKS 

-  NEW  &  USED  - 

Navigation  Boatbuilding 

*  Sailing  Stories 
*  Out-of-Print  Search 

*  Special  Orders 

The  Little  Willow 

207  Caledonia  Street 
Sausalito,  California  94965 

332-3824 


CUSTOM  CAMVAS 


CUSTOM  YACHT  UPHOLSTERY 

Design  consultation  by  appointment  only.  We 
use  only  the  highest  quality  materials  with  the 
finest  craftsmanship  in  the  Bay  Area. 

1702  Bridgeway,  Sausalito,  Ca.  332-1078 


PATHFINDER  SELF-STEERING  VANES 


"Successfully  Used  For  Years" 

Call  Bill  Paulson:  453-8722  454-9285 
Western  Sales  Mfg.  Co.,  San  Rafael,  Ca. 


Wooon  Whole  Ltd 

nauT/caL 


i 

F 

T 

8 


C 

□ 

R 


1463  J3EACHPARK-F0STER  CITY.CA. 
574  3000 


SHIP’S  CLOCKS 
WEATHER 

STATIONS 

LAMPS'BELLS 


'  FOR  SALE 

H-28  modified  custom  bit.  cruising  ketch,  lead  keel,  fresh  water 
cooled  engine,  fire  place,  modar  VHF,  stereo,  Morrow  depth- 
sounder,  new  cushions,  30  amp  battery  charger,  110  shore 
power,  twin  55  bow  rollers,  exc.  cond.,  $23K.  Berth  623, 
Sausalito.  Phone  (415)  332-8768 


SALE  -  CUSTOM  CRUISER 

32’  cutter  rigged,  fiberglass  hull,  12  hp  dsl.,  7  sails,  2  35#  an¬ 
chors,  windlass,  set  up  w/downwind  twins,  wind  vane,  depth- 
sounder,  lazarette,  gimballed  stove;  vet  of  Hawaii  &  Mexico. 
Built  extremely  strong  for  bluewater  cruising.  Priced  to  sell 
$25,000.  (408)378-1193 


'  WANTED 

4  or  6  man  liferaft;  2  or  3  burner  cooker  with  oven,  propane  or 
convertible  to  same;  35  lb.  Plough  or  Bruce  anchor;  15  lb.  Dan- 
forth,  chain  70’-100’;  Propeller,  3  bladed,  17x11x1”  shaft  or 
16x11  or  12’1”  shaft.  Ph:  (408)  438-2439  (408)  476-6898 


READY  OUTBOARD  SHOP 

Sausalito 

New  and  Used  Motors 

Your  old  motor  is  worth  trade-in  dollar$ 

—your  authorized  Evinrude  dealer— 


(415)  332-5233 


9-5 


Tues.— Sat. 


FOR  SALE 

Moving,  must  sell  —  28’  Starlite  cutter  sailboat,  diesel  engine, 
full  keel,  sleeps  4.  Call  Monday  thru  Friday,  (415)  396-6069  be¬ 
tween  9-5  p.m.,  ask  for  Jackie.  Location:  Alameda  Yacht  Har¬ 
bor,  berth  F37.  Price:  Best  Offer. 


FOR  SALE 

FIREBALL,  US7641.  16’  high  performance  sailing  sloop  com¬ 
plete  with  trailer.  Main,  jib,  spinnaker  and  trapeze  harness  in¬ 
cluded.  This  is  a  wood  boat  in  very  good  condition.  Active  fleet 
in  Bay  Area.  $550  firm.  (415)  937-3037  evenings. 


THE  CAL  20  ASSOCIATION 

is  looking  to  challenge  our  member’s  complacency.  We  can  ar¬ 
range  annual  charters  or  sale  of  top  boats  or  crew  positions. 
See  why  a  Cal  20  provides  top  racing  on  a  reasonable  budget. 
Colin  Gilboy  (415)  332-2807 


SAN  JUAN  26 

Rigged  for  solo  sailing  and  cruising.  Short  keel  with  C.B. 
Trailerable.  Practically  new  $9,50Q.  Head  room  in  cabin.  9.9 
Johnson  O.B.  with  self  starter  and  remote  controls.  All  new  in¬ 
cluding  battery.  (415)939-3545 


CUSTOM  FITTED  BERTH  SHEETS 

Now  making  your  bunks  can  be  a  pleasure.  Guaranteed  to  fit. 
“V”  or  double  berth,  $65;  single  berth,  $45.  Write  for  measuring 
instructions  &  samples.  Sheets  by  Diane, 

4725  Lincoln  Blvd.,  No.  13,  Marina  del  Rey,  CA  90291. 


elassy  classified 

You  can  get  your  classy  classified  started  by 
sending  your  check  for  $10  ($20  for  businesses) 
along  with  your  40  wonderful  words  to:  latitude  38, 
p.o.  box  1678,  sausalito,  ca.  94965.  The  deadline  is 
the  22nd  of  the  month  and  we  cannot  bill  you  —  it 
just  wouldn’t  be  classy  if  we  did.  And  remember  to 
include  your  phone’s  area  code  to  ensure  fuil 
classy  coverage. 


30’  TAHITI  KETCH 

1961  teak  jewel.  Bronze  fastened,  Merriman  throughout, 
Ratseys,  Petters  diesel.  Owner-builder  buying  house  after  18 
years  world  sailing/living  aboard.  Berthed  in  Honolulu.  $26,500. 
Jim  Cotton,  722  Crossway  Rd.,  Burlingame,  CA  94010. 
(415)347-3793 


FOR  SALE  -  YAMAHA  25  II 

8  hp  Yanmar  diesel,  spinnaker,  VHF-FM,  and  much  more. 
$20,500  complete.  Ask  for  Ray 

(408)  262-6674  eves.  (415)  742-2938  days 


Looking  For 

MARINE 

INSURANCE 


R.E.  DICKERSON  &  ASSOC. 


Insurance  Brokers 

341-2674 


Specializing  —  Marine  Insurance, 

Yacht  Clubs,  Marinas,  Shipbuilder’s  Liability, 
Cruisers,  Sails,  Yachts,  Houseboats. 

25  Years  Experience 
1941  O’Farrell  St.,  San  Mateo 


CAL  2-29 

1976,  beautifully  maintained.  Fathometer,  VHF,  knotmeter, 
CNG  3-burner  stove  w/oven,  Barient  winches,  North  sails, 
Faryman  diesel,  Jiffy-Reefing  &  much  more.  Excellent  buy  at 
$29’900-  (415)388-7205 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  SAIL  AN  ISLANDER  36? 

The  small,  private  Seafarer  Sailing  Club  provides  first  class, 
safe  sailing  inside  &  outside  the  Bay  from  Berkeley. 
Economical  at  1  /5th  the  cost  of  ownership.  40  days  of  sailing 
Per  year.  (415)  835-8807  or  (916)  756-3918 


LIBERTY  Columbia  36 

YRA  season  champion.  Competitive  and  spacious.  Rigged  for 
racing  and  cruising,  completely  rebuilt  with  lots  of  new  gear. 
Best  buy  for  its  size  at  $39,850  or  best  offer.  Must  Sell! 

Call  Peter  Bennett  at  376-5175  (H)  or  588-8593  (W) 


BOQi  6R(iphiCSc 


PERSPECTIVE  OR  SIDE  VIEW 

Your  Yacht  painted  in  watercolor  & 
gouache  or  in  pencil  line  work  for 
home  or  office.  Enjoy  same  quality  il¬ 
lustration  as  other  owners,  designers 
and  Yacht  corporations. 

Great  Personal  Gift  Idea 


GIL  NORUSH  (415-237-1103) 
for  information  or  appointment 


1234  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.  Pt.  Richmond 
Adjacent  to  Brickyard  Cove  Marina 


CHEOY  LEE  OFFSHORE  40 

F/G  yawl,  Perkins  dsl.,  Sparlite  alum,  spars,  12  sails, 
fathometer,  VHF,  compass,  dingy  &  outbrd.,  cabin  heater,  kero, 
stove  w/oven,  pressure  water  &  shower,  tri-cabin  layout.  A  Pro¬ 
per  Yacht  in  beautiful  condition.  $82,500.  Call  LESLIE,  (415) 
332-5000  Sausalito  Yacht  Sales. 


FOR  SALE 

1  —  Barlow  No.  4  wire  halyard  winch  w/90’  of  wire  $100;  Sharps 
kerosene  heater  $50;  both  gd.  cond.  Want  to  Buy:  2  —  71/2  gal. 
aluminum  propane  tanks  &  a  used  Autohelm  wind  vane.  Con¬ 
tact  Jim  Donavan  at  Napa  Valley  Marina. 


CLASSIC  26’  SEA  ISLANDER 

Built  ‘55  by  Krugge,  spotless 
cond.,  sleeps  4,  mahoghany/ 
oak.  Bronze  fastned,  lead  keel. 
Roomy,  sea  kindly  and  fast. 
$16,750.  (415)435-3488 


ISLANDER  36 

Clean  racer/cruiser,  excellent  I.O.R./P.H.R.F.  race  record,  lead 
keel,  standard  rig,  9  North  sails,  9  winches,  VHF,  knotmeter, 
compass,  Palmer  engine,  Martec  prop.,  anchor,  sail  &  winch 
covers.  $42,000.  Located  Long  Beach  (So.  Cal.)  Original  owner. 

(213)  434-2646 


In  the  interest  of  swiftness  and 
stability,  we  are  offering 
substantial  savings  on  Santana 
sails  and  trapeze  harnesses. 
For  the  month  of  October, 
sails  for  these  boats 
will  be  reduced  by 
15%  and  trapezes 


2517  BLANDING  AVENUE  at  stone  boat  yard 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 
mark  heckman 
(415)  521-7755 
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RIGGING  •  RIG  TUNING  •  COMPASS  ADJUSTING  •  OUTFITTING 
ELECTRONIC  INSTALLATION  •  ELECTRICAL  •  YACHT  DELIVERIES 

ROMAINE 

YACHT  SERVICES 

RONALD  R.  ROMAINE  KARL  ROMAINE 

.  61  MIRAFLORES  AVE.  YACHT  DELIVERIES 

SAN  RAFAEL.  CALIF.  94901  PORT  HUENEME,  CALIF. 

(415)  453-3969  (805)  483-7227 

(415)863-2945  MF 

HARRIET’S  SAIL  REPAIR  & 

JOTZ’S  SAIL  S.F. 

555  ILLINOIS  ST.,  S.F.,  CA  94107 

Lion  Sailing  School 

Beginning  &  Advanced  Lessons  Cruising,  Racing,  Piloting 

ABOARD  DITHYRAMB  -  '77-'78  SEASON  CHAMPION 

ALSO  BAREBOAT  CHARTERS  Aboard  22'  -  43'  Boats 

Marriott  Inn  Dock  Berkeley  Marina  —  (415)526-4559 

MARINE  SURVEYOR 

FRANK  OLIVEIRA 

Call  Bafort  9AM  Available  Sevan 

or  After  6PM  (4 15)  388-2239  DaV»  *  Weak 

Custom  ^*tUrin9 

Order  your  durable  "Dry  Paint"  —  boat  lettering,  individually 
designed  according  to  your  specifications,  selecting  from  over  400 
color  combinations  on  our  convenient  order  blank! 
Registration  numbers  and  speciality  art  too! 

A  to  Z  Signs  &  Graphics,  104  G  St.,  San  Rafael,  CA  457-1849 

A  NEW  DISCOUNT  CATOLOG 

*  With  True  Discount  Prices 

H  &  K  MARINE 

Marine  supplies  and  hardware.  Call  (415)  676-BOAT  or  write  for1 
our  free  DISCOUNT  CATOLOG,  P.O.  Box  205,  Concord,  CA 

94522 

31’  SEARUNNER  TRI  “REDWOOD  COAST” 

In  top  condition;  ready  for  extended  cruising.  Dodger,  steering- 
vane,  fathometer,  dinghy,  refrig.,  sumlong,  6  sails,  8  winches, 
stereo,  chronometer,  barometer,  propane  stove.  Sleeps  four.  6 
month  sublease  in  Santa  Cruz.  Offered  $29,000. 

Don  (408)  475-7295,  message  (408)  462-1085 

ERICSON  26 

1968.  Excellent  condition.  Outboard,  knotmeter,  depth 
sounder,  alcohol  stove,  many  extras.  Asking  $11,900. 

Phone:  (916)  967-3826  or  (916)  489-8141 

SOUTH  WIND  32 

An  honest,  long-range,  deep  water  cruising  sailboat. 
Designed  by  Bruce  Bingham  for  safe  off-shore  cruising 
and  comfortable  live-aboard.  Now  available  for  only 
$16,950.  The  kit  includes;  F.G.-hull,  with  deck,  flooring, 

35’  SINGLEHANDED  TRANSPACIFIC  SAILING  YACHT 

“Tattooed  Lady”  offered  for  purchase  by  owner.  For  appoint¬ 
ment,  call  (415)523-0800 

ballast  and  rudder  installed.  Heavy  duty  cradle  and  con¬ 
struction  plans  furnished.  See  at 

BOAT  BUILDERS  SUPPLY 

Docktown  Marina,  Foot  of  Maple  Street 

Redwood  City^CA 

(415)  365-7874 

A.B.  sfh  \  INSURANCE 

STEVENSON  (  \l\  3450 lakeshore ave. 

\  \\\  A  OAKLAND,  CALIF.  94610 

Vcr\\  (415)  763-4840 

SANTANA  525 

Go  fast  in  the  Mid-Winters!  Comfortable  accomodations,  too. 
Fully  equipped  for  racing,  excellent  condition.  Permanent 
berth  available.  YRA  qualified  one-design.  $15, 500/offer. 

(415)  752-9725  (evenings,  weekends) 

✓ 

ERICSON  35 

October  ‘78,  excellent  condition.  Signet  instruments,  Barient 
winches,  Motorola  VHF,  refrigeration,  stove/oven,  diesel  aux¬ 
iliary  and  much  more.  $59,950.  Berth  available. 

(415)  964-4635,  ext.  270  days.  (415)  343-9751  eves. 

FOR  SALE  -  INGA 

23V2’  I.O. A.  gaff  cutter  (Spitzgatter.)  Built  1967.  Wooden 
double-ender;  one-of-a-kind.  New  bottom  job.  Full  boat  cover. 
Aux.  3  h.p..  Seagull.  Carries  topsail.  Sausalito  berth.  Carol 
Dibner,  465  Clay  St.,  Monterey,  CA  93940;  (408)  649-3024. 

FOR  SALE 

Columbia  32  —  1976  —  Original  owner,  perfect  condition,  8 
Barient  winches,  8  sails,  full  spinnaker  gear,  Martex  prop.,  best 
gear  available.  Low  motor  hours,  radio/speedometer/compass. 
Excellent  racer/cruiser.  Sleeps  6.  Exterior  &  interior  trim  — 
teak  —  $34,000.  (415)  435-1006. 

SAIL  VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

Your  own  yacht  with  crew  for, parties  of  2-12  for  as  little  as  $70 
per  person/day.  Includes  gourmet  meals,  unlimited  bar. 
Lynhollen  Yacht  Charters, 

601  University  Ave.,  Suite  150,  Sacramento,  CA  95825 

t 

WANTED 

Seeking  one  experienced  sailor  for  coastal  trip  to  Mexico  in 
mid-October  on  27’  sloop.  ‘  Call:  Gail  Summars  @ 

(415)  383-7291  or  (415)  383-6838  or  (415),  383-8781 

Brokers  Of 
New  Or  Used 

SAILS 

Let  us  sell  your 
old  sails  for  you 
or 

send  for  our  current 
list  of  beautiful 
cruising  sails  at 
bargain  prices. 

Industrial  Center  Building  No.  105 
Gate  5  Road 

Sausalito,  CA  94965  (415)  332-9515 


BOB  TCFFT  CRUISIflG 

l  +tf-jj2-j690  J 
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26’  Garden  gaff  cutter,  “VASHON  ISLAND,”  1967,  nice  . $40,000 

30’  Atkin  Ben  Bow  cutter,  "QUEST,”  1968,  good  sailer . 38,000 

30’  Atkin  schooner,  "LITTLE  MAID  OF  KENT,"  1970,  character.  .  .25,000 

30’  Sagitta  FG  diesel  sloop,  1966,  lots  of  gear . 34,500 

30’  Hanna  Tahiti  ketch,  1937,  very  clean . 20,000 

31’6”  Lapworth  Dasher,  1961,  with  a  turn  of  speed . 20,000 

32’  Norwegian  motorsailer,  1964, 4  cyl.  diesel .  . 39,500 

32’  DeFever  cruising  sloop,  1963,  So.  Pacific  veteran . 29,000 

33’  Macintosh  cutter,  1959,  good  gear . 19,500 

35’  Garden  ketch,  1979,  new  diesel,  vane . .45,000 

36’  Hanna  Carol  ketch,  1964,  cruise  equipped . 45,000 

36’  Garden  ketch,  1965,  very  clean . . 52,000 

40’  Concordia  motorsailer,  1946,  very  strong . 39,500 

40’  Atkin  canoe-sterned  cutter  motorsailer,  1968 . 50,000 

40’  Alden  cutter  motorsailer,  1958,  GM  4-51 . 68,000 

45’  Ted  Hood  “LITTLE  HARBOR  YAWL,"  1962,  steel  hull . 110,000 

46’  Campos  heavy  ketch,  1949,  similar  to  famous  “GAUCHO". .  eoiooo 

47’  Colin  Archer  steel  ketch,  1972,  very  heavy  scantlings .  95,000 

48’  Sutton  steel  ketch,  1967,  beautiful  and  spacious . 135,000 

48’  Alden  cutter,  1939,  rebuilt  1964,  great  sailor . 74,900 


SPECIALIZING  IN  OFFSHORE  CRUISING  BOATS 


EDGEWATER  YACHT  SALES,  INC. 

BRtDGEWAY  AT  TURNEY 

Sausalito,  California'  94965 

(415)  332-2060 

MARINE  INSURANCE 

\ 

BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 

57’  Columbia,  full  race  &  cruise . 

. $97,000 

52’  Gulf  Star  Ketch . 

. 225,000 

46’  Abeking  Classic  Gaff  Ketchs . 

. 69,500 

45’  Garden  Commercial  dies,  ketch . 

. 46,000 

43’  C&C,  full  race . 

. 120,000 

43’  Classic  R  Boat  —  Bristol . 

. 29,500 

41’  C.T.  Diesel  Ketch . 

2  from  68,000 

40’  Newporter  Diesel  Ketch . 

.  .  .  .try  45,000 

40’  Cal  Nine  Sails . 

.  .  Ask  49,500 

40’  Columbia,  Full  Keel,  Dies . 

. 44,000 

40’  Landfall  Aft  Cabin  Dies.  Ketch . 

. 74,000 

35’  Allied  Dies.,  Sloop  —  Loaded . 

. 45,000 

. 59,000 

32’  Ranger  —  Full  Race . 

. 33,500 

30’  Rawson  —  6  Tons,  Full  Keel . 

. 26,000 

30’  Garden  —  Center  Cockpit . 

. 15,900 

30’  Cal  —  Full  Keel,  priced  low . 

. 22,000 

29’  Columbia,  MK1  &  MKII . 

.  .from  17,500 

29’  Cascade,  2  w/Dies . 

.  from  18,500 

28’  Triton,  Full  Keel . 

.3  from  17,250 

26’  Clipper  With  Trailer . 

. 8,900 

26’  Dutch  Sloop,  Bristol . 

26’  Tartan  w/Dies . 

.  only  14,700 

23’  Ranger . 

2  from  11,000 

23’  Ericson . . 

asking  5,500 

CARIB  41.  Tri  Cabin  Center  Cockpit,  Diesel 
Power,  Gurney  Design.  Only  $75,000 


26’  PETERSON  ARIEL.  Full  Keel  Sloop  Design¬ 
ed  by  Alberg.  Try  $9,000 


ALBERG  35.  Heavy  Pearson  Sloop  with  Wheel, 
Etc.  Try  $28,000 


36’  STONE  CLASSIC.  Fully 
Restored.  Gaff  Header. 


and  Tastefully 
Ask  $25,000 


26’  COLUMBIA.  Full  Keel,  MK1  with  Trailer. 

Try  $11,000 


32’  VAN,GUARD.  Full  Keel,  Pearson  Built.  Mint 
&  Loaded.  Asking  $27,500 
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Dealers  for: 

Farr  24’  &  30’ 
Nor’West  33 


SKIPPERS 


Yacht 

Sales 


SKIPPER’S  ANOUNCES  THE  OPENING  OF  AN  OFFICE  IN 
THE  NEW  PITTSBURG  MARINA  —  JULY  1st,  1979 


V 


53'  SKOOKUM  KETCH . 

52'  CHINESE  JUNK . . 

48'  ALAJUELA  CUTTER . 

48'  STAYSAIL  SCHOONER . 

46'  FRANZ  MAAS . 

45'  ROSBOROUGH . 

44'  PETERSON . 

42'  MAX  CARTER/N.Z . 

41'  SWAN . 

41'  IMPERIAL . 

41'  CT . 

41'  BENNETT . 

40'  NEWPORT  AUX.  KETCH . 

38'  YANKEE  1-TON . 

37'  GULF  STAR . 

37'  FAR  EAST  GARDEN . 

36’  CHEOY  LEE  CLIPPER . 

36'  MORGAN  10 . 

36'  ISLANDER . 

36'  COLUMBIA . 

35'  RASMUS  CENTER  COCKPIT. 

35'  ERICSON . 

32'  CLIPPER  MARINE-AFT  CABIN 

32'  WESTSAIL . 

32'  STEEL  SLOOP,  aft  cabin . 

32'  KENDALL . 

32'  HERITAGE  MARINE . 

30'  RAWSON . J . 

30’  ISLANDER . 


SELECT  BROKERAGE  LISTINGS 


. $150,000 

. 89,500 

. 100,000 

. 47,500 

. 110,000 

.  65,000 

. 115,000 

. 59,000 

.  145,000 

. 69,500 

.  75,000 

.  47,500 

. 55,000 

. 57,000 

. 85,000 

. 52,000 

. 67,500 

. 49,500 

.  50,000 

. 37,000 

. 48,500 

...  3  from  38,000 

. 21,500 

.  59,000 

. 35,900 

.  50,000 

. 33,000 

. .  .2  from  25,000 
low  price  23,500 


30'  SCHULSTER  M/S . 

30'  PACIFIC . „ . ^ . 

29'  CAL . . . 

28’6"  PEARSON  TRITON . 

28'  PEARSON . 

28'  ZIMMERMIA . 

28'  BUCCANEER . 

28'  STARLIGHT  CUTTER . 

28’  KINGS  CRUISER . 

26’  COLUMBIA  MK.  II . 

26'  NORDIC  FOLKBOAT . 

26'  RANGER . 

26'  AMERICAN., . 

25’  SEA  HORSE  YAWL,  Barney  Nichols 

25’  PETERSON  2-25 . 

25’  SANTANA,  'A  ton . . 

25’  BALBOA . . . 

25’  CHEOY  LEE  “Frisco  Flyer” . 

25'  FLEUR  BLELT . 

24'  SAN  JUAN . 

24’  C&C . 

24’  BRISTOL . 

24’  CAL . 

24’  ISLANDER  BAHAMA . 

24’  COLUMBIA  CONTENDER . 

23’  MAYA . 

23’  BEAR . 

22'6"  PEARSON  ENSIGN . 

22'  SANTANA . 

COLUMBIA  8.7 . 


. 20,000 

. 14,000 

. 29,900 

.  .  .2  from  17,750 

. 29,500 

. 15,000 

. 12,500 

. 10,000 

. 8,500 

.  .  .2  from  12,000 
....  2  from  6,800 

. 11,500 

. 10,500 

. 17,900 

. 17,785 

. 13,900 

. 11,500 

....  2  from  8,500 

. 3,900 

. .  .2  from  17,000 

. 13,500 

. 11,900 

.  .  .2  from  5,950 
...  .2  from  6,800 

. 4,000 

. .  .  1 . 6,300 

. 5,950 

. 4,400 

. 5,500 

. 44,000 


MATTSON  SCHOONER-SEA  HAWK  55’;  Built  in  '76  at 
Betts  Marina,  expertly  crafted  with  exquisite  hardwoods 
throughout  interior.  An  excellent  liveaboard  cruiser. 


$86,000. 


43’  WESTSAIL  1977,  Custom  Interior,  All  Winches  Self- 
Tailing,  7  Sails,  Much  More  $140,000 


ALLIED’S  MISTRESS  39  KETCH,  1977,  center  cockpit, 
aft  master  stateroom  with  kingsized  berth,  H&C  pres¬ 
sure  water,  kerosene  heat,  zodiac  inflatable.  $98,500 


CAL  29  —  1975,  Atomic  4,  Barients,  Jib  Boom,  4  Bags  of 
sails,  Fatho,  Compass,  Wind  Direction,  Knotmeter, 
Dodger,  Great  for  Delta.  Must  See.  $29,900 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DEALERS  for  NOR’WEST  33. 

Now  available  for  inspection  at  our  Sales  Dock.  A  fast 
full  keel  cruising  sloop. 


46’  CUTTER,  Center  cockpit,  auto  pilot,  dodger,  fatho, 
wind  speed,  direction.  5  bags  of  sails. 


BANK  FINANCING  ABAILABLE/  BERTHS  A  VAILABLE  FOR  ALL  BOA  TS 

1535  Buena  Vista  Ave.  Alameda  (415)522-6500 


clcn  cove  vacm  saus 


CRUISING  CONSULTANTS 

_  PERSONALIZED  SERVICE _ _ 

F’H&EN  COVE  ROAD '  VAUEJO  • 

r-rn ty  552-^/206  or(4i5)  — - 


Located  off 
I  780  between 
Vallejo  and 
Benicia 


BERTHS,  FINANCING.  INSURANCE  FOR  ALL  BOATS  WE  SELL 


50’  CUSTOM  SLOOP. 
Teak,  Mahogany  & 
Oak  Construction. 

Meticulously  cared 
for.  Perfect  for  char¬ 
ter.  3  private  state¬ 
rooms  &  crew  quar¬ 
ters.  Full  details  to 
qualified  buyers  — 
shown  by  appoint¬ 
ment . $220,000 


45’  RHODES 
MOTORSAILER, 
1962.  Teak  construc¬ 
tion,  twin  diesel 
power.  A  very  rare  of¬ 
fering  . 110,000 


37’  SEABIRD  KETCH,  1975.  Spacious 
center  cockpit  cruising  ketch.  She  is  ful¬ 
ly  equipped  for  liveaboard . $67,500 


29’  TRINTELLA,  NEW.  Van  de  Stadt 
design  by  Tyler  of  England  to  Lloyds 
specs.  Volvo  diesel.  Teak  decks,  hatches 
and  trim.  Excellent  small  cruising  boat. . 

. $26,500 


25’  SANTANA,  1973.  Very  clean  with 
VHF,  knotmeter,  galley,  6  sails,  Evinrude 

. . $11,500 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 

20’  ‘70  BALBOA  w/trailer . S  3,500 

22’  ‘66  COLUMBIA . 4,200 

22’  ‘75  TANZER . 9,000 

23’  ‘72  RANGER . 10,850 

23’  ‘69  SAN  CLEMENTE . 6,800 

23’  ‘74  DUFORE  QTR.  TON . 12,900 

23’  ‘74  CORONADO  w/trailer . 7,950 

23’  ‘47  BEAR  BOAT . 5,995 

24’  ‘66  ISLANDER  BAHAMA,  full  keel . 6,900 

24’  ‘78  J-24  .  17,000 

24’  ‘73  VENTURE  w/trailer . 5,900 

24’  ‘64  CAL,  full  keel . 5,950 

25’  ‘73  BAHAMA,  full  keel . 7,500 

25’  ‘69  CORONADO . 8,400 

25’  ‘73  SANTANA . 11,500 

25’  ‘61  FLEUR  BLUE . 7,950 

25’  ‘76  LANCER  w/trailer . 13,500 

26’  ‘77  CHRYSLER  SLOOP . 15,500 

26’  ‘77  DAWSON,  inboard . 16,900 

26’  ‘76  S-2,  diesel . 24,950 

26’  ‘70  WESTERLY,  dsl . 17,950 

27’  ‘77  CATALINA,  inb . 18,995 

27’  ‘78  NEWPORT,  inb . 21,800 

27’  ‘69  SANTANA . 13,500 

28’  ‘77  ISLANDER .  35,995 

28’  ‘77  WESTSAIL,  diesel . 46,900 

28’  ‘70  COLUMBIA . 16,500 

29’  ‘79  TRINTELLA,  full  keel,  dsl . 26,500 

30’  '75  CLIPPER  MARINE . (2)12,000 

32’  ‘76  ERICSON .  40,750 

32’  ‘36  ROGUE . 12,000 

32’  ‘74  CHALLENGER . 42,500 

32’  ‘72  VAN  DER  VLIS,  steel,  dsl . 32,500 

34’  ‘61  NICHOLS  YAWL . 29,900 

35’  ‘74  ERICSON . 44,500 

36’  ‘74  PEARSON,  reduced . 59,000 

36’  ‘71  ISLANDER,  full  race,  reduced . 50,000 

37’  ‘77  ISLANDER . 48,500 

37’  ‘75  SEA  BIRD  KETCH . 67,500 

37’  ‘56  RHODES  SLOOP . 47,500 

37’  ‘65  GARDEN  KETCH . 49,900 

38’  MASON . 63,500 

40’  ‘68  GARDEN  KETCH . 77,850 

41’  ‘75  NEWPORT .  95,000 

45’  ‘47  CANADIAN  STEEL  KETCH  55,000 

45’  ‘62  MOTORSAILER . 110,000 

47’  ‘74  STAYSAIL  SCHOONER . 85,000 

47’  ‘72  COLIN  ARCHER . 95,000 

50’  ‘75  CUSTOM  SLOOP . 220,000 

50’  ‘29  STONE  YAWL . 75,000 


37’  RHODES  WHISTLER,  1956.  Beautiful 
wood  cruiser  with  teak  decks,  Mercedes 
diesel,  auto  pilot,  wheel  steering$47,500 


50’  YAWL  BY  LESTER  STONE  IN  1928.  A 

fine  example  of  classic  beauty. . .  $75,000 


26’  WESTERLY,  1970.  Sturdy  Englibn 
cruiser  with  lots  of  room.  Bilge  keels  and 
Volvo  diesel . $17,950 


/ 
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3  ‘79’s  Remain 
(1)  10  H.P.  Honda  S.S. 

(1)  2  H.P.  Johnson 

(1)  9.9  Johnson  Sailmaster 


1/4” 

ROPE 

Sampson 

.15/ft.  7/16 

.38/ft. 

5/16 

.22/ft.  .1/2” 

.47/ft. 

3/8” 

.30/ft.  5/8” 

.80/ft. 

3/8” 

Nu  Blue  Nylon 

.16/ft.  5/8” 

.47/ft. 

1/2” 

.32/ft.  3/4” 

.64/ft. 

1/4” 

Dacron 

.10/ft.  7/16” 

.22/ft. 

5/16” 

.12/ft.  1/2” 

.30/ft. 

3/8” 

.18/ft. 

METZLER  BRIG  NT 

12’8”  Sportboat.  Takes  Outboard  to  25  H.P. 
Can  Be  Equipped  to  Sail. 

1  only  at  this  price^.  .  .$1,148.00 


SPECIAL  VALUES 


NEW  AND  USED 

Lead . lb.  @$  .40 

Assorted  Kero  Cabin  Heaters . from  25 

Assorted  2  burner  cook  stoves . from  20 

Used  Nicro  Traveller,  complete . 25 

Our  famous  bargain  boxes  are  overflowing . 

Used  Gusher  10  with  strum  box . 50 

Chelsea  Clock . 360 

Morrow  Loran  A  Convertable  to  C . 550 

Brooks  &  Gatehouse  Harrier . 200 

4”  Brass  Cowl  Vent . 85 

Weems  &  Peath  Hand  Bearing  Compass . 70 


The  prototype  Constellation  is  for  sale  at  Wave  Traders 
after  a  summer  of  showing  and  club  racing.  Equipped  to 
the  very  highest  standards,  in  today’s  market  her 
replacement  cost  is  $96,000.  You  can  buy  her  for 
$79.900. 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 

25’  FOLKBOATS . 2  from  $  8,000 

28’  ISLANDER . * . 2  from  30,950 

29’  BALTIC  CRUISER . 16,000 

29’  CAL . 27,800 

30’  ISLANDER,  MKII . 30,000 

30’  RAWSON . 2  from  25,000 

30’  YANKEE . 31,500 

32’  ARIES . 39,000 

32’  FUJI .  46,000 

32’  TRAVELLER . 2  from  42,500 

33’  VANGUARD . 29,000 

32’  CT . 2  from  49,500 

34’  CAL . 34,500 

35’  ERICSON . 2  from . 36,950 

35’  FORMOSA . 36,900 

35’  RASMUS .  48,500 

36’  CAL. . 40,000 

36’  ISLANDER . 3  from  55,000 

37’  ISLANDER . 45,000 

40’  ALDEN  MOTORSAILER . 68,000 

41’  AFT  COCKPIT  FORMOSA . 69,500 

41’  SWAN . 145,000 

42’  AFT  CABIN/AFT  COCKPIT  CT . 85,000 

42’  STEWART  SLOOP . 58,000 

47’  COLIN  ARCHER  KETCH . 95,000 

55’  STAYSAIL  SCHOONER . 85,000 

We  are  selling  a  lot  ol  boats.  We’d  like  to  sell  yours.  If  you  are  think- 

ing  of  selling,  now  is  the  time.  Give  us  a  shot  at  it,  we  need  new 

listings.  multiple  listing  service 


